REVIEWS

Isidore hag a habit of applying strictly christological texts of scripture to our
dy: “We saw her glory, as the glory of the only-begotten Mother of God’
(. 344). Miss Graef insists that writings like these must not be glossed over,
reecause th,ey go far to explain the popular excesses of late medieval piety and the
°rmCFS often exaggerated reaction to them.
et et discussion of the Eastern attitude to the Immaculatg Copcepnf)n is impor-~
and shows that ‘it does not serve the cause of reunion if we in the West
. m that the Orthodox have always taught the Immaculate Conception and
Y stopped doing so out of sheer cussedness as soon as Rome defined it. They
Ve, indeed, always taught the perfect purity of our Lady; but, having a quite
_erent conception of original sin, this simply meant and means another
g to them than the Immaculate Conception means to us’ (p. 350).
CSS::YI: rather disappointing to turn fro.m Miss Graef "s book. to the collection of
onour Lady by a group of Anglican scholars; disappointing, because most
o eslei essays are somewhat ephemeral. They show that therc are some Anglo-
n 04cs who find the doctrine, and even the language of Catholic mariology
N :St COIr‘lpletely acceptable, but that is all. They remain ‘essays by Anglicans’
Tthan Anglican essays’. There are three exceptions—an essay by Dr Allchin,
Ud(?zrimgn:lﬁccnt quotations from sermons of the Laudian divines, a frank and
Scussion of the evangelical position by Canon de Satgé, and an essay by
OOk“\i:mﬂFarrer entitled fMary, Scripture. and Tra@iti9n’. For this la_st alonc‘ the
Studic, :{11 d b? Worthwl.xlle.. D.r Farrer, using th.e Vlrgl’n B.u'tl} asan 1!lustrat1c.>n,
ackero e:{lahdmy ;}nd limitations f’f the ‘decuit, fecit .prm.ap!e against 2 W}de
Mgy ‘-mf: t.hc atf;ltudfa of the b.ehc\./et towards,. and lus‘ criteria fo'r historicity.
it sho Y of this calibre is a cc.)nFrlbutlon to genuine mariological (lhalogl.le, and
Abboy ofellzrcouragc any Christian to {nake his own the prayer with which the
Christians dashdom er}ds the boo!c—— Mfary, Mother of Chrlst, Mother of all
» Araw us all into that unity which your Son desires’.

NICHOLAS LASH

T CHARg g OF

Onard SEZZE: AUTOBIOGRAPHY; Translated and edited by Father

erotti, ¢.r.m.; Burns and Qates, 25s.

azar-I:S Macch.j(me was born in 1613 in Sezze, a town in the Iralian Province of
1 ;smng: elg}_lty miles from Rome. At school he was a poor student and only
2ay b, Write with difficulty, When he was twenty-two years of age, he became
Lagy €T in the Order of Friars Minor, having already had a vision of our
Wang © appeared to him whilst he was working in the fields: ‘My son, if you
Possih» ecp all your promises to me, then become a Religious as soon as

e (p. 24).

Withouf roiiress in holiness was rapid but not easy. Beset with difficulties from

Any te’m thf’ shape of a rather harsh Supcrior, and from within, through
Ptations of the flesh, he nevertheless reached ‘the highest degree of
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prayer’ {p. 190}, where the soul, ‘despoiled of all affections loves only God' its
Creator’. He was particularly devoted to the blessed sacrament, obtainth
permission even in those days to communicate daily. He was also an adVOF“‘te
of frequent confession. Like the founder of his Order, his charity was exteriofis
by a practical love for the poor, whom he fed and tended whenever he W8
given the chance, It was while he was assisting on day at mass that he receivee
through the intercession of St Joseph, he tells us, a mysterious wound in 2
heart; ‘I had been pierced by the hand of Our Lord with the dart of His 107
{p. 148). Charles died in Rome in 1670, was beatified by Pope Leo XIII in 1882
and canonised by Pope John XXIII, April 12th, 1959.
This autobiography is an abridgement, published for the canonisation of St
Charles. The critical edition is in preparation. .
Besides the autobiography, the saint wrote many works on prayer and medlt,‘
ation containing high doctrine, Since St Charles was unlettered, ther¢ ¥
obviously an element of the wonderful about his literary work, and theologi#®®
have commented on this fact. No less wonderful, however, is the life of ¢
simple lay-brother, as he himsclf unfolds it in his autobiography. Visions 8”
interior locutions, prophecies and spiritual insights, extraordinary encou®
with animals—all these things are almost embarassingly prolific. TemPtf"tlo
were violent and frequent, the devil sometimes assaulting him phystcatl?
attacking him and striking him, leaving him like a dead person. (cf. p- 53)- al
It is a pity that even this abridged version was not furbished with a ¢t
introduction. Since Fr Thurston’s book, The Physical Phenomena of MysH o%
which appeared in 1952, many things which appear so strange in the lives Bt
the saints as to be almost incredible, are explained by Fr Thurston in the bged
of modern research, without any detriment to the sanctity of those who Suf:fe.roﬂ
them. Nor is there any implication that such explanations tend to the opint g
that the devil is old-fashioned for our more sophisticated age. But afr te.mPI;
autres moenrs; it is perhaps a pity that what is here presented as an unders? o
adventure in grace of an heroic nature should not catch our fancies becats®
its baroque pattern. No doubt the words of Pope John are a com® 0
reminder of what it is essential to remember. Commenting on the occast? e
the canonisation of St Charles of Sezze and St John of Vedruna, he rel_ﬂﬂ Jly
his hearers that saints were canonised because of their heroic virtues, partic o
indicating in these two their triumph over their own natures, theif P ¢
resignation to God’s will, and their heroic exercise of virtue. s B
The book has a postscript by Fr Severino Gori, 0.F.M., which discuss
wound of love which St Charles received, but it is merely informatory” o,
is a chronological index, always useful, and a list of the saint’s WOfk_S’ pu chis
and in preparation. There is a further, and rather curious, appendi* w help:
headed: Personages who had a great esteem for St Charles and sough'{hls and
Amongst these are impressively listed three popes and sundry car
noble families. But why? - AFFERTY

https://doi.org/10.1017/50269359300001609 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269359300001609

