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Correspondence

To the Editor:

NEUROPATHOLOGISTS: ANOTHER BYPRODUCT OF
NEUROSURGERY AT THE TORONTO GENERAL

In Dr. Findlay’s delightful historical review of neurosurgery at
the Toronto General Hospital,! the (unnamed) gentleman in the very
centre of Figure 1, between Dr. Mary Tom and Professor Eric Linell
is, of course, the late Professor Jerzy Olszewski, who after stints in
matters neuroanatomical at the Montreal Neurological Institute and
at Saskatoon became Eric Linell’s successor at the Toronto General,
and Canada’s pre-eminent and most beloved Neuropathologist.

The twice-weekly brain cutting sessions held by Olszewski at
the “TGH” through the late 50’s and early 60’s were avidly attended
by many of Kenneth McKenzie’s neurosurgical disciples (and many
neurologists also), leading to the most spirited clinicopathological
debates.

Even after retirement, Professor Linnell would drop in to the
Banting Neuropathology lab for afternoon tea and scientific dis-
course. Both Dr. Mary Tom and Professor “George” Olszewski have
been memorialized by annual Lectureships at the Canadian
Association of Neuropathologists’ meeting.

Influenced by the lively interchange between the clinical neuro-
scientists and the pathologists, an impressive wave of
Neuropathologists passing through the Toronto General fanned out
across much of Canada (Rewcastle to Calgary, Dolman and Berry to
Vancouver) and beyond (Ken Earle to Washington, Peter Lampert to
San Diego). Those students of neuropathology who worked at “the
General” in those years consider ourselves a most fortunate bunch!

M.J. Ball, M.D.
Oregon Health Sciences University
Portland, Oregon
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Reply from the author:

HISTORY OF NEUROSURGERY AT THE TORONTO
GENERAL HOSPITAL - PART 1

I appreciate Dr. Ball’s interest in the History of Neurosurgery at
the Toronto General Hospital, and his comments on Dr. George
Olszewski. I am indebted to Drs. Wherrett and Rewcastle, who have
been able to identify the individuals in Figure 1 (please see the fol-
lowing letter).

J. Max Findlay, M.D.
Edmonton, Alberta

To the Editor:

Figure 1 of Max Findlay’s superb history of neurosurgery at the
Toronto General Hospital' highlights the vital role that neuropathol-
ogy has played in the development of neurosurgery, neurology and
neuroradiology at the hospital.

This picture, which probably was displayed in the Division of
Neuropathology at the Banting Institute for many years, will be
familiar to many former residents. Lois Lloyd, who is third from the
left in the picture, confirmed to me that it was taken in 1951-52 and
that those in the picture from the left are, Dr’s. Hyland, Tom, Lloyd,
Wollin and Linell. Dr. Lloyd was a fellow with Dr. Richardson who
went on to train in neuro-ophthalmology with Frank Walsh and is
currently a member of the Department of Ophthalmology at The
Toronto Hospital. Dr. Delbert Wollin was the second neuroradiolo-
gist at the hospital.! He went on to Queen’s University in Kingston.
The individual identified by Dr. Ball was Wollin, not Olszewski.

J.R. Wherrett, M.D.
Toronto, Ontario
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