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Introduction. Public health (PH) interventions are crucial for ensuring sustainable healthcare
infrastructures. Nevertheless, they represent a neglected area in HTA due to various method-
ological issues and their complex design that goes beyond clinical setting. Our study provides
an environmental scan of HTA initiatives related to the assessment of PH technologies on a
global level.

Methods. The Initiative for Public Health Outcomes Research and Measurement
(INPHORM) interest group has conducted a survey among European and international soci-
eties, health bodies and networks during September 2018. The questionnaire evaluates what
kind of PH technologies and/or interventions have been evaluated in the last five years, or
are planned for the future.

Results. Our preliminary findings from November 2018 indicate a total of 94 initiated and 44
completed surveys. Among the completed ones, the majority of respondents came from
European countries (36%), followed by North (30%) and South America (16%) countries.
Sixty-eight percent of institutions reported engagement in any aspect of HTA in the area of
PH (N =30). Medical aspects of the PH technology are considered by 83 percent of the insti-
tutions, followed by organizational impact (67%), economic evaluation (60%) and societal
consequences (60%). An average of four PH technologies has been evaluated by the respond-
ing institutions in the last five years. In reference to methodological aspects, 90 percent of insti-
tutions used a classical HTA approach for evaluating PH interventions, while 40 percent used
budget impact analyses. Among the barriers for reaching a decision, conflicting stakeholder
priorities, lack of data and clear methodological frameworks were most commonly cited.

Conclusions. Data analysis is currently on-going and final results will be presented during the
Cologne meeting. This study will allow to raise awareness about the importance of PH inter-
ventions in HTA, identify existing gaps and propose future methodological developments.
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Introduction. Medical devices (MDs) differ regarding their risk class (I to III), operational
area (in-, outpatient), intended use (diagnostic, monitoring, intervention), and with regard
to available clinical evidence. Therefore, the market access processes as well as the approach
of gaining reimbursement differ significantly. From a variety of potential approaches the
underlying analysis illustrates five MD-specific processes.

Methods. Based on a systematic search of publicly available regulations the main pathways of
potential reimbursement for MDs were evaluated.

Results. MDs to be used in the in-patient setting can be divided into three categories: an inno-
vative MD (a) is exceeding a current reimbursement framework (German Operations and
Procedures Key (OPS) / diagnosis related groups (DRG)), (b) falls within an existing reim-
bursement rate, or (c) the MD is based on a known mode of action (MoA) for which already
adequate reimbursement exists. Due to less empirical data from MDs for a) and b), a health
© Cambridge University Press 2019 technology assessment (HTA) is required before inclusion in a DRG, whereas a MD with
known concept (c) will be grouped into existing price structures. Initiators of these processes
are hospitals through a so-called NUB application. MDs entering the outpatient sector are cov-
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