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-4 H.~SDBOOK or: PRISTISC TYPES WITH SOTES os THE STYLE OF C o w  
I'OSITIOS A S D  CiRAPHIC PROCESSES USED BY C'O\\.ELI.S. \v. 5 .  
Cowell Ltd.  (Faber; 12s. 6d.) 

I t  has become H htibit. to decry the state of moclerii priiitiiig ~ 1 1 ~ 1  
publishing as .undermined by paper and labour shortages. But  the. 
ver)- scarcity of b o o k  and good printing seems to have revived 
interest in the art. It is certainly encour~ging that a firm of printers 
can todag expect the general public to spend twelve-and-six on a book 
of their h p e  faces arid house rules. The firm present onlj- teii corn- 
posing faces, but they are the choicest-though some will be disap- 
pointed not to discover Imprint among them. A i d  the whole presen- 
tation is of such excellence that it will surely encourage many a 
general reader who knows nothing of the art to take an interest in it 
and to treat the printed page as something more than a mere utility. 
There are useful notes on the house style, preparatioii of 'cop>-' for the 
press and proof correcting, with acknowledgments to Oliver Sinion's 
book on tj-pography which has here eridentlp esei.ciset1 considerable 
influence. 

Finally the reproduction of a large iiuml)er of illustrations of 
various processes aiid the notes on the methods employed are of 
exceptional interest. This is a book to revive the spirits of any who 
are dejected b- the present prospect of the arts and crafts H S  beins 
ruined by mechanism. 

COSRAD PEPLER,  O.P. 

LETTERS TO A SISTER.  By Christopher Hollis. (Hollis and Carter; 

The completion of the trilogy of DenflL of n Geii t le tnau and 
Fossett's Jfernony makes very plensaiit ~esd ing  but leaves the re- 
viewer bewildered if not exasperated. 111 H series of letters to Robert, 
Fossett's widow, another English gentleman gives his views on life. 
politics, art,  education, the future generation, with the confidence 
born of a long tradition, but lightly and artlessly as befits both the 
writer and his chosen mean.s of communication. But  such .yiews and 
such manners belong to a generat>ion rapidly beconiiiig extinct, and 
a part of the charm of these lett,ers lies in their power to stir those 
of us who were born too late to  be, properly aware of the Edwardian 
security, too early to understand the emerging world of the troglo- 
.dytes. They are also welcome, because they are expressive a t  not too 
.deep a level of the perennial philosophy-in the widest possible sense 
of that, word. The picture is unquestionably authentic, and as such 
makes one wonder if life may not be lived n-holly on the pla.ne of 
natural virtue aft.er all. That, is why it is a.lso an exasperating book. 
A s  a character in a norel, Peter Hartington-Smith would be accept- 
able; there are people who at least seem like him and who behave in 
accordance with his outlook. On the other hand, if Mr Hollis had 
given these views 8.9 his own in u more definitely philosophical work 

8s. 6d.) 
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or even in a series of essajs it would have been legitiinate to ask. 
just where does the Catholic Church come into tlie picture? Oiie 
cannot help regretting that more of its supernatural force is not 
indicated in these non-committal-perhaps ‘irrespon,sible’ is less than 
just to the real author-letters. Jlichael Paravane, the Catholic, is 
a very elusive figure and typical-if a t  a l l -o f  a very small group; 
on p. 69 Peter catches a glimpse of the limitations of merely natural 
reusoning and in the style t,here is an echo of Belloc, but i t  is only 
aii echo and the original thunder is harmlessly distant. Surely, If 
tliose of us nlio were born into the age of secwity we a t  a loss to 

Revolut.ion, t he  Wall Street Crash, Hitler, and the atom boiiib- 
we may be allowed to cultivate our garden: but in the spirit of St 
Benedict, not of Candide. 

understand younger lives jerked from crisis to crisis-the Ru s*1an - ’  

1‘:DWARD QUISS. 

l’rIysrcs ASI) RSPERIESCE. By Bertrtiiid Russell. (Heiii.? Siclp iclc 

Lord Russell’s opening paragraph might lead one to hope that he 
intended to deal 1vit.h the metaphysical presuppositions of tlie induc- 
ti\-e method used bj- physical science. Bu t  he proceeds to state his 
problein soniewhat as follows. External objects, if it be assumed that 
metaphysics is esseiititllly correct in its account of them, are very 
unlike what we perceive. But  physics is built on inferences from per- 
ception. How, caii we account for the discrepancy? Pliissell then dis- 
cusses perception and the relation of mind to matter, with his us~ial 
combination of logical acumen and neglect of nietapliysics. 

He takes for graiitetl the truths of ph?sics tiiitl does n3t (lisciii< 
their origin. ‘l’o resolve his problem it woiild seen1 esseiitial. how- 
ever, to consider fir.st the method of physics, aiicl the kiiid of know- 
ledge to be expect,ed from such a method. Since tlie method is quan- 
titative, based on rneasurernent, it c‘mi only issue in a mathematical 
rtccount of nature; it is therefore not surprisiiig t,hat colours, scenfs 
a i d  soiuids (for example) are omitted. Incident,allg the method can- 
not proceed unless we have independent grounds for believing its 
basic nssriiiiptioii. iianiely that t l i r i ~  i h  oi~lei. i l l  i~a t t i re ;  a11d such 
grounds can only be metaphysical. 

1.: .k’ .c . 

lecture; Canibritlge, 1946; 1s. 6d.) 

I-’I.ZZLED PEOPLE. By Mass-Observation. (Gollancz ; i s .  6d.) 
‘ A  study in popular attitudes to  religion, ethics, progress and 

politics’, or, more briefly, ‘Well, I don’t know’-the representative 
answer to Mass-Observation ’s enquiries in a London suburb. The 
Ethical Union. which sponsored the enquiries, concludes that ‘the 
principles of (’lii*isti;tiiity H I I ~  the priiiciples of liberal rationalisill have 
f d e d  to  save tht. iiitmses from desultory living’, and hopes that  
‘transfomin,o tlie contlitions of life and tliought . . . by [vise and 
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