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POINT OF VIEW

The Clergy and the Laity

HE relationship between the clergy and the laity is one
of the touchstones of the health of the Church. This

coun relationship varies from age to age and from country to
amutr')’- The subject is a delicate one, but without desiring to
jllvoie controversy, it is worth looking at a few of the factors
ved,

byThilﬁrSt point to stress is the happy relationship which exists,

OZI; larg_e, between the clergy and laity in this country at the

erhaent' Five main reasons may be given for this state of affairs.
of g ps the greatest single reason for this harmony is the poverty
' mecflergy in Britain coupled with their hard work. A priest

USto °m Britain has no chance of becoming a rich man; he
COmforather be prepared for a life which is neither particularly
SCope fr,table nor especially secure. There is today virtually no
Mg 0}1; what historians speak of as ‘an ambitious prelate’. This
Withiy that an important sphere of disharmony is non-existent
i the the Church, The rewards of a bishop or an abbot are not,
of the naterial sense, of such a nature that can provoke the envy
gy intOWCr clergy, nor are they such as to attract a self-secking
obyigye the Church for the sake of gain. Although this may be
% reme, lé 15 a thing of the utmost importance. One has only
and em er the gulf which existed between many of the upper
OF at 4, ower clergy during the latter part of the Middle Ages,
hay, che tme of the French Revolution, to realize that times
thig, In angec.l for the better in this respect and to thank God for
Certgr 1. € diocese in which I am fortunate to live, our bishop is
Persona%’l Own by sight to those in every parish, known
0 the m}’ t© many for he goes out of his way to approach all
e traVe(iSt tendly fashion, and though over seventy years of
d Preac}iirfound his large diocese continuously, confirming
lie, He .. 8 as well as opening new schools, bazaars and the
I:“'fher, Isz 3 very real personal link between us and the Holy
: ®pherg }fe it;‘uly draws his flock round him, like the good

A .
*cond cayge of goodwill lies in the lack of vice in the
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clergy. Scandals in the Church are rare. The clergy is well trail}ed
and conscientious. Every Catholic knows that his parish prics
will, in case of necessity, come at any time of the day or nigh_t'
Our priests have, in nearly every case, the confidence of thetf
parishioners who look up to them as both spiritual and mor
examples to be followed willingly and loyally. This respect
extends outside the Church. However much a non-believer m3/
attack the doctrines or the attitude of the Church on any partcit¥
issue, this attack is not directed at the state of the clergy themselve
in this country, for the very good reason that any such att?
would not bear even the most superficial scrutiny. B
A third general reason for the good understanding prevﬁtlh11g
is more difficult to define. It springs from and lies in that mt i
confidence which has already been discussed. It manifests 1
in the easy and natural way that so many of the clergy anfi Jatt
show in their personal contacts. A member of the clergy m
country is not looked upon as a representative of a class cut 2
from the laity by a kind of unbridgeable gulf, a gulf wit s
betrays itself in a servile type of politeness. The laity recogn?
that the priest is a man set apart by his vocation and treats bus?
with the deep honour which is his due as a man of God. ;rn]}’
respect comes from both the head and the heart and is a 2" ¢
thing. It is reinforced because so few priests try to take advan® .
of their position. The natural, friendly and cheerful bcalgﬁs
normally subsisting amongst the clergy and the laity rarely .
to impress the non-Catholic whose theories on this mattef
often very far from the truth. hisd
A fourth reason for this lack of friction arises out of the ©
reason. It springs from the readiness of the clergy to listen lto e
opinions of the laity in those matters where advice may es
mately be given. This relatively free exchange of ideas gl‘{lcis ©
laity that sense of responsibility within the Church whi¢ alis®
essential in preventing any growth of a spirit of anti-clert (02
Anti~clericalism within the Church is largely due, I belie?® g B
loss of human contact between clergy and laity; this 1c¢ whjch
one that can grow out of apparently trivial things butf beinh
once it has started takes a lot of stopping. At the risk o‘cvcd 3
smug, it would seem as if the Church in England has ac%*" jy
happy balance in this delicate realm where personalities € e

: 0
too casily clash. The chief criticism in this sphere might well©
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from‘ the clergy and be directed at the layfolk for not being
in clently forthcoming in their suggestions and for not shoulder-
€ enough of the organizational burdens proper to the layfolk.
the nal reason for this harmony is the scrupulous way in which
a Vast majority of the clergy avoid identifying themselves with
(}; Pohtl_cal party. This political non-attachment results in far
nre Weight being lent to any pronouncement by the clergy
Social matters. If the clergy were regarded as being tied to a
autotlc _party any statement of a politico-social nature would
. Matically be suspect. Further, however unjust this might be,
© Would be a tendency to consider that the clergy were making

Use . . . .
Viev;)sf: their spiritual powers to lend influence to their political

hlf\?i?ﬁ]may argue that too cheerful a picture has been painted.
tes 0ly there must be exceptions to what has been said; some
hop.. dO not always achieve the high standards mentioned,
Faith a{; much more frequently—do the laity live up to their
It i W et by and large I do believe this picture to be a true one.
only tc?ith setting forth for two reasons. First, so often we tend
Presen; ook on the black side of the Church’s life comparing the
the joyfi%e of general disbelief to that of the past; thus we forget
Pricsgs aspects of today. Secondly, because there must be many
Ciateg. . 10 are lonely and who wonder if their work is appre-

Dart Priests recejve little praise—a serious sin of omission on the
of the Iy

the hfc‘: nelusion we should think more often about this side of

lay Cox(l) . the spirit and pray more fervently that this harmony

Couy, Ue; it is a very precious gift of God for which this
Praye, tho ught to be decply thankful. The Mass has a magnificent
Y g it sums up this petition. ‘O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst
Yoy, look € apostles, I leave you peace, my peace I give unto
:\r?li(lll ’vouchsl;oft upon my sins but upon the faith of thy Church;

€ to grant her peace and union according to thy

E. M. G. BELHELD
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