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NOTICES

SAINT VINCENT DE Paut, by Miss M. V. Woodgate (Browne and
Nolan, 12s. 6d.), is a particularly fine example of how to tell the story
of a saint. This biography is almost like historical fiction. It is just as
fascinating and has the advantage that it is all true. St Vincent de Paul
is a superb subject for a biography. Miss Woodgate has enthusiastically
seized every opportunity and the result is an excellent presentation of
the astonishing Monsieur Vincent as he really was.

Wings ON My Surrcase (Allan Wingate, 18s.) is a collection of
personal adventures of air hostesses introduced and edited by Mr
Jerrard Tickell. There are twenty different stories and each one is well
worth telling. Their range is world-wide. This is good escapist reading,
It is also salutary reading for those who travel by air. It is to be hoped
that Mr Tickell will produce many more books of this kind.

Mogre THAN MANY A SparrOW, by Leo J. Trese (Geoftrey Chapman,
10s. 6d.), is a sharpshooting type of meditation book. The crisp
reflections, the blunt advice, the pitiless unveilings of weaknesses and
self-deceptions give the impression of a spiritual machine-gunning of
the soul; unusual, and rather exhilarating.

My LApY MiriaM, by Mélanie Marnias, is translated from the French
by Sydney A. Raemers (The Newman Press, $3.75). It is a careful and
reverently written reconstruction of the life of our Lady interwoven
into its historical background. Dr Raemers concludes with four
interesting chapters.

WorLps Apart, by Tudor Edwards (Longmans, 25s.), is a tour of
European monasteries. It is in every sense a grand tour. After an
illuminating and remarkably succinct appreciation of the religious
orders, Mr Edwards takes the reader on a conducted tour of well-
known and quite often of little-known religious houses. He is a very
good guide and an agreeable travelling companion.

Associated Newspapers Limited, London, have paid a noteworthy
tribute to H.H. Pope John XXIII in their THE NEw PoPE. Mr Maurice
Quinlan describes the conclave, the election and coronation. The book
is well produced with many photographs and a very striking red, gold
and white cover. It is well worth the three and sixpence asked for it.

Give ME Souts, by Sister M. Bernatta Quinn, o.s.k. (The Newman
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Press, $3.75), is a biography of the late Cardinal Merry del Val. It has
the distinction of a preface by the Spanish Ambassador to the Nether-
lands, the Marqués de Merry del Val. The latter designates this evoca-
tion of the Cardinal’s life as ‘excellent and extremely well-informed’.

In a pleasant little phantasy THE CHRONICLE OF THOMAS FRITH, O.P.
(Blackfriars Publications, 13s. 6d.), S.M.C. has given a stirring narrative
of an imaginary journey from England to the Near East in the middle
of the thirteenth century by an English Dominican who meets many
great saints of the Order then working in Poland, Hungary and Russia.
Brother Thomas is present at the death of St Hyacinth, he witnesses
miracles by St Margaret, and he had studied at Sanodomir under
Blessed Sadoc, afterwards martyred with his community of forty
friars. Even if the task of combining fact and fiction at times seems
almost too difficult, nevertheless the authoress does succeed in achieving
her aim to give a vivid picture of Christian and infidel in a death
struggle which 1s still going on in those same countries of eastern
Europe.
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