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It has been a bout seven m o n t h s since the 
first issue of journal of Materials Research 
appeared in my mailbox. Since then the re 
has been an increased a w a r e n e s s a m o n g 
mater ia l s sc ient is ts tha t a t ru ly d i f ferent 
journal has arr ived. Th i s is a journal which 
mi r ro r s the breadth and forefront charac te r 
of M R S mee t ings . T h e mult idiscipl inar i ty 
of its c o n t e n t s is reflected not only by the 
large topical coverage , bu t also by the 
absence of superficial g r o u p i n g s by a n y o n e 
scheme such as mater ial type, p rope r ty 
s tudied, or process ing me thod . Instead the 
a u t h o r s assign topical k e y w o r d s to the i r 
papers , and r eade r s can rapidly b r o w s e 
t h r o u g h them in the table of c o n t e n t s . Th i s 
journal ' s success as judged by the high 
qual i ty papers cover ing a myriad of ma­
ter ials topics in the first vo lume is, I th ink , 
evident . 

H o w e v e r , with any n e w journal t he re 
are a lways ques t i ons from potent ia l au ­
t h o r s abou t the suitabil i ty of t h e i r w o r k for 
publicat ion. These ques t ions are relatively 
easy to a n s w e r . Anyone , M R S m e m b e r or 
no t , w h o is r epo r t i ng a con t r i bu t ion to an 
interdiscipl inary mater ia l s research prob­
lem is encouraged to s u b m i t a m a n u s c r i p t 
for publication in journal of Materials Research. 
Because of the topical b r e a d t h of the dis­
t i n g u i s h e d Board of Pr inc ipa l E d i t o r s , 
a u t h o r s can be assured of an appropr ia te 
peer review even if several disciplines are 
significantly involved. Also, since jMR is 
s en t to all MRS m e m b e r s and h u n d r e d s of 
l ibraries, the r eade r sh ip of the journal is 
very broad as well. 

A n o t h e r pub l ica t ions i ssue , h o w e v e r , 
s eems to be confusing resea rchers w h o 
come to o u r m e e t i n g s to p r e s e n t the i r 
recent work . Since m a n y of ou r symposia 
s u b s e q u e n t l y pub l i sh a p r o c e e d i n g s to 
which speakers are expected to con t r ibu te , 
the ques t ion of w h e t h e r the i r papers may 
be publ ished in Journal of Materials Research in 
addit ion to (or, instead of) the proceedings 
has ar i sen n u m e r o u s t imes. Th i s ques t ion 
was carefully considered by the Publica­
t ions C o m m i t t e e , the officers, and the 
M R S Counci l before journal of Materials 
Research was es tab l i shed—and the a n s w e r is 
no. 

To unde r s t and the reasoning behind this , 
it is helpful to review a little of the Society 's 
h i s tory . MRS was founded to in t roduce a 
n e w f o r u m to m a t e r i a l s s c i e n t i s t s and 
e n g i n e e r s , a f o r u m in which ma te r i a l s 
topics exper iencing rapid advances would 
be add res sed by r e s e a r c h e r s a t t ack ing 
related p rob lems from a var ie ty of dis-
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ciplines. A l though the size of MRS mee t ­
ings has g r o w n subs tan t ia l ly since the 
found ing years , each topical sympos ium 
p re se rves this goal. T h e sympos ium or ­
gan ize r s work diligently to assemble the 
best speake r s to re p r e s e n t the mu l t i t ude of 
i n t e r r e l a t ed discipl ines associa ted wi th 
the i r topics. 

T h e M R S Symposia Proceedings series 
exis ts to faithfully record the research 
informat ion exchanged at these un ique 
symposia . Because scient is ts a re anx ious to 
r epo r t the i r f reshes t resu l t s , much of the 
in format ion p resen ted at the symposia isof 
a p r e l i m i n a r y , t e n t a t i v e , or i n c o m p l e t e 
n a t u r e . This , of course , is good since it 
p e r m i t s c o n s t r u c t i v e c o m m e n t s from m a n y 
different q u a r t e r s to fu r the r guide the 
work toward comple t ion . But i t a l so m e a n s 
tha t the sympos ium and its proceedings 
r e p r e s e n t only a s n a p s h o t in t ime of the 
p rog res s of a given topic. Neve r the l e s s , 
ancho red by more comple te , more defini­
tive work repor ted at the s y m p o s i u m , the 
proceedings vo lume as a whole is highly 
useful to active r e sea rche r s . To maximize 
its uti l i ty, MRS s t r ives to have the p ro ­
c e e d i n g s p u b l i s h e d w i t h i n fou r to six 
m o n t h s of the mee t ing . 

T h e e m p h a s i s and c o n t e n t of journal of 
Materials Research is different from that of 
the p roceed ings in several del iberately dis­
t inctive ways . Journal of Materials Research 
was es tabl i shed as an archival journal of 
se l f -con ta ined r e p o r t s of comple ted re­
search wi th full d o c u m e n t a t i o n of the re­
su l t s . Clear ly t hen , incomple te and pre ­
l iminary resu l t s p re sen ted at symposia are 
inappropr ia te for the journal . Howeve r , 
some sympos ium papers p resen ted do de-
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scribe comple ted work . Are these accept­
able for journal of Materials Research? T h e 
topic of a comple ted research project is 
probably well suited for publication as a 
journal art icle, bu t no t to the exclusion of 
one in the p roceed ings as validated above. 
In genera l , papers in the proceedings have a 
length res t r ic t ion which makes it difficult 
to include all the d o c u m e n t a t i o n necessary 
to convince a critical reader of the s tudy 
conc lus ions . T h u s , a Journal of Materials 
Research art icle will conta in a more comple te 
exposi t ion of the work . 

I would like to br ing to the a t t e n t i o n of 
M R S sympos ium a t t endees one final aspect 
of publ icat ion in journal of Materials Research. 
Since e v e r y o n e w h o a t t e n d s an MRS sym­
pos ium receives a c o m p l i m e n t a r y subscr ip­
tion to Journal of Materials Research, any 
comple ted research repor ted in the journal 
on a recen t sympos ium topic will a u t o m a ­
tically be in the h a n d s of all a t t e n d e e s w h o 
are clearly qui te in te res ted in the topic. 
T h u s for these journal a u t h o r s especially 
t h e r e isa t r e m e n d o u s r eade r sh ippo ten t i a l . 

O n behalf of the Mater ia ls Research 
Society I invi te all mater ia ls sc ient is ts and 
eng inee r s to examine and con t r ibu te their 
bes t research papers to Journal of Materials 
Research. 
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JUPDSM puts the world of XRD analysis 
at your finger tips. 

Fein-Marquart has taken search/match out of the lab 
and literally put it at your finger tips with ^PDSM— 
a full featured software program that gives you 
mainframe power for your IBM PC. Offering cost-
effective stand-alone use, fiPDSM allows you to ana­
lyze data from your diffractometer on your IBM PC. 
It delivers more accurate identification faster than 
any known alternative and gives you the 46,000-

pattern JCPDS library plus the capability of de­
veloping your own library. Whether your x-ray 
diffractometer is manual, semiautomatic, or fully 
computer controlled, the ^PDSM is the answer to 
your direct interaction in solving simple or com­
plex diffraction patterns. For information or a 
presentation on ^PDSM, call or write FMA. 
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7215 York Road 
Baltimore, MD 21212 
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