
REVIEWS

comprehensive knowledge of the Catholic faith which would go far to br ing
conviction.

Thoughts At Mass is the second part of Fr Edward Quinn ' s reflections for each
unday and Holy Day . A pocket sized b o o k containing outsize thoughts based

° n a verse or t w o taken from the introit, epistle and gospel of the mass. It is no t
a " e vot ional manual ' to be read dur ing mass but the three reflections are short
enough to suit a few minutes before mass begins, t hough the ideal w o u l d be a
thoughtful reading dur ing the week.

•L" Vie Sacramentelle is a very systematic course o f short concise meditations
n the sacraments, related to appropriate groups of Sundays. T h e author has a
a ' t tor highlighting the obvious and giving the reader a salutary come-uppance
aeti he thinks he is sailing along comfortably enough in well-charted waters.

eU w o r t h the trouble of translating even by the semi-proficient linguist.
™ Seasons of Grace Fr Parsch gives us a collection o f a year's sermons preached
roe theme of sanctifying grace. T h e y are as easy to read as they must have
n hear t -warming to hear, as w e move Sunday by Sunday round the liturgical

/we wi th the preacher br inging forth n e w things and old f rom the vast store-
_^e of his liturgical knowledge , love of scripture and intense pastoral zeal.

( " V - r e a d e r in this country m a y be a little surprised to read such a sentence
• We are the brides of God, ' applied to all the faithful, w h e n he thought

*L a P s that such a prerogative belonged only to nuns. A n d since M r Evelyn
a u g h referred to the 'priesthood of the laity' as a cant phrase, Fr Parsch's

fnCe t^lat S r a c e i s a sharing in Christ 's high-priesthood m a y be another
bling block. Even so there are in these sermons such hosts of fresh ideas and

k ^ g l e s of thought that these small embarrassments to British inhibit ion wil l
ro\yded out. T h r o u g h o u t the sixty-four sermons the note struck is the same

Q , m the books already mentioned, one of hope , of sustained confidence in
• ^ " in Jesus Christ the source of grace, w h o became m a n to d r aw us all

0 ^ e transcendent principle of all uni ty—the life of the Trini ty.
SRFELICITY, P.C.C.

E PASTORAL EPISTLES,by C.K.BarrettjClarendonPress, I2s.6d.

th \r r s t ° ^ a n e w non-Catholic series of concise Bible commentaries—

ijite dA Clareniion Bible' b a s e < i o n t h e t e x t o f t h e N e w E ngush Bible—which is
V Sradually to replace the older Clarendon Bible series based on the Revised
stud a t c^idates taking G.C.E. 'A' level, and other serious
Co

 as W e l l as the general public. T h e present vo lume is a competent
s h o J i j 6 n t a t y o n t ^ e P a s t o ra l Epistles (i.e. those to T i m o t h y and Titus) , which
New p ^t0Ve u s e f u l to all apart f rom advanced scholars. T h o u g h based on the
•tyjj r ^ -Bible text, it offers sound textual criticism, but wi thou t going into
lies *• m ° S t P e o p k wou ld be wearisome detail. T h e main emphasis, however ,

Hiterpretation, as the b lurb justifiably points out . In addition to the
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LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

commentary itself, there is an introduction dealing with the usual problems ot
date, authorship, etc., and with the theology underlying the epistles. Professor
Barrett finds it 'difficult to think that the Pastoral Epistles were put into the shape
in which we read them by Paul himself. He accepts certain passages as probably
the apostle's own, but Barrett, in common with many others, believes these to
have been incorporated about the end of the first century into the pseudonymous
letters known to us. Although he confesses that 'the Pastorals cannot be said to
be one of the more exciting parts of the New Testament', he rejects the frequent
Protestant tendency to treat them merely as 'Church tracts'. Instead he insists
that they are 'part of the scriptural conversation between the Holy Spirit and
the Church'. Physically, this book is outstanding value at 12s. 6d., and a credit
to the publishers. It is a well laid-out commentary, in which printing, paper, ana
cover are all of high quality, and there are a few well chosen photographs-
Other publishers please note!

ROBERT SHARP, OlP"
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