
labor’s saving nature at the Dover “verge”—creates human fellowship and incorporates the
audience in “the play’s landscape of witnessing and community” (121).

At sentencing in criminal trials, early modern judges exhorted the condemned to feel
remorse and penitence, the subject of chapter 5. By sympathetically staging public penance
in Henry VI, 2 (Eleanor Cobham, Duchess of Gloucester) and Edward IV, 2 (Jane Shore),
Shakespeare and John Heywood respectively create “theatrical pleasure” for audiences that
puts them at odds with law’s “disciplinary logic” (136). Lady Macbeth’s sleepwalking scene
enacts staged remorse. Her actions bewilder the Doctor and the Gentlewoman who observe
her. Unlike these on-stage spectators, the audience knows Lady Macbeth’s role in Duncan’s
murder. This double experience of “watching remorse, highlights the problem of interpreting
this elusive emotion” (139), which, in turn, casts doubt on law’s efficacy. “Lady Macbeth’s
unconscious confession” both “reveals the powerlessness of legal or religious authorities to
draw out and facilitate confessions” and “suggests that remorse is a fiction” created by the spec-
tator’s imagination (140–41). A summary epilogue in which Geng suggests parallels between
the sixteenth-century legal system’s dysfunction and that of our own time follows chapter 5.

Not only isCommunal Justice in Shakespeare’s England an ambitious undertaking, with inter-
sections of theater, English Protestantism, early modern England’s complicated legal system,
professional and popular legal treatises, and literary affect theory, but in her argument,
Geng integrates the extensive primary and secondary resources to establish the existence of
popular interest in communal justice. However, Geng proceeds, in part, by constructing
multiple binaries—professional/amateur, common law/communal justice, elite/common,
urban/local, law/justice, individual/communal—that, while rhetorically useful, can constitute
false dilemmas. Such is the case when the volunteer “lay magistrate” confronts the professional
legal establishment. The professionals sought to “limit lay legal activity” (21) and denigrate
“humble” practitioners who “played essential roles in their communities” (17). Alternatively,
in “the collective action of conscientious individuals” “ordinary people carried much of the
burden of the law” (145). These are not mutually exclusive. In The Common Peace: Participa-
tion and the Criminal Law in Seventeenth-Century England (1987), Cynthia Herrup establishes
that in prosecuting crime at the assizes (presided over by justices of common law) and quarter
sessions (presided over by justices of the peace), common lawwas local, and the courts of assize
and quarter sessions both “depended on amateurs for enforcement” (Herrup, 6). Reconciling
the “common ground” Herrup finds among legal elite, gentry, and “local men of middling
status” (Herrup, 6) with Geng’s binary is problematic. Early modern English cultural identity
embraced the “common” (communal, commonality, common law, commonwealth). We
should not need to read around Geng’s confusion of commons to appreciate the original
insights into theater and law she provides in Communal Justice in Shakespeare’s England.

Cyndia Susan Clegg
Pepperdine University
Cyndia.Clegg@pepperdine.edu

ERIC J. GOLDBERG. In the Manner of the Franks: Hunting, Kingship, and Masculinity in Early
Medieval Europe. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2020. Pp. 384. $89.95
(cloth).
doi: 10.1017/jbr.2022.185

Eric Goldberg’s In the Manner of the Franks is an insightful and thorough assessment of
early medieval European hunting that begins in the late Roman empire and moves through
the Merovingian and Carolingian periods, concluding with the death of Louis V “in a
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hunting accident—in 987” (3). The focus, then, is primarily on Gaul, Germany, and Italy (with
some consideration of proximate regions), where Goldberg argues that hunting “played a vital
yet little-understood role in the social construction of political power, noble status, and elite
manhood” (3–4). As a whole, Goldberg offers a comprehensive and well-illustrated study of
these regions that will prove valuable to scholars and students alike.

In the introduction, Goldberg identifies three bodies of scholarship on which he aims to
build: studies of masculinity and gender, early medieval political ritual, and environmental
history. Aiming to avoid “approaching hunting narrowly” by focusing solely on “techniques
and law,” Goldberg situates the phenomenon of hunting “within the broader customs,
hierarchies, and habitus of early medieval society” (9). In chapter 1, he argues that the trans-
formation of the Roman Empire and its disappearance saw the emergence of hunting as a
“central element of the new Romano-barbarian aristocratic culture” (17). Goldberg considers
the antecedents of classical hunting cultures and the way in which they had come, in late antiq-
uity, to characterize various elements of “elite status and manhood: wealth, leisure, rural
estates, servants, equestrianship, and skill with a bow and lance” (42). In chapter 2 Goldberg
teases out seemingly contradictory approaches to the role of hunting in Merovingian politics
and society, identifying the origins of later “forests” as hunting preserves. Ultimately, Goldberg
makes a case for the continuation of hunting fromRoman culture as a “badge of elite status and
manhood” (68), though not at this stage as a marker of Frankish identity. In chapter 3, Gold-
berg views Charlemagne’s reign as a transformative period in which royal hunting became
especially prominent, tracing this through the consideration of forests and game, the works
of chroniclers, the development of walled parks, and the emergence of the role of hunting
officials (73). Major investment went into these developments, most fully realized in the
reign of Louis the Pious, and their continued evolution placed increased importance on “the
hunt as a symbol of dynastic continuity and thus royal legitimacy” (104), which is the focus
of chapter 4. In this regard, the hunt had increased significance as a means of creating
bonds with elites and controlling the image of rulers.

In the following three chapters, Goldberg tackles thematic topics: hunting techniques,
hunting by nonelites, and hunting and the church (128). “Hounds and Hawks” (chapter 5)
focuses mainly on the techniques, tools, and other cultural accretions of elite hunting, covering
both the chase and hunting with birds of prey. In “Peasants and Poachers” (chapter 6), Gold-
berg moves away from elite hunting to consider the professionals who supported this kind of
hunting, including “huntsmen, fishermen and fowlers, foresters,” and others who hunted
including farmers, poachers, and “commoners who aspired to hunt like nobles” (168). Impor-
tantly, Goldberg considers the permeability of social boundaries in the transmission of hunting
culture. The explicit position here is that this was a top-down process; Goldberg views tech-
niques as “creeping down the social hierarchy and thus creating avenues for upward social
mobility and claims to elite masculinity” (168). There is room for further investigation: Gold-
berg suggests that hunting cultures emanated from elites who endeavored to maintain firm
control over practice and hierarchy and that this had a trickledown effect that allowed room
for social mobility, while at the same time revealing distinct nonelite hunting cultures that—
although less visible in written sources—were also clearly well developed in their own right.
In chapter 7, “Bishops and Boars,”Goldberg interrogates the complex and shifting boundaries
around clerical and lay hunting, with a particular focus on the “evolution of the clerical hunting
ban” (191). Chapter 8, “Danger and Death,” which sees the death of Louis V, the end of the
Carolingian kings, and the beginning of the Capetian monarchy, caps the book, with Goldberg
showing how the “politics, infrastructure, and ideology of Carolingian hunting began to
unravel as the power and authority of the dynasty waned” (215).

In a short but comprehensive concluding chapter, Goldberg identifies some of his many
interesting discoveries. A primary finding, convincingly argued throughout, is that “hunting
was central to the performance of aristocratic masculinity” (239). So, too, is the summation
that hunting developed as a “ritual of power and authority in this period” (240), that the

Book Reviews ▪ 237

https://doi.org/10.1017/jbr.2022.185 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/jbr.2022.185


reign of the Carolingians was transformative in this regard, and that there was a great deal of
human-driven environmental transformation as a consequence.

There is scope for further investigation in a number of the areas Goldberg addresses. For
example, in chapter 2 Goldberg vividly illustrates penalties for the theft of dogs and hawks
(in the Book of Constitutions), which include kissing a dog’s “posterior” (in public, no less)
and having meat eaten by a hawk from a man’s scrotum (66–67). Degrading and dangerous
as both these punishments are, there is surely an element of sexual humiliation in both that
also threatens the masculinity of these hunters. Further discussion here would support the
conclusion that there was no “single, dominant form of ‘hegemonic’ masculinity” (240) in
the period in question. Similarly, in light of the book’s implications for environmental
history, it would also be interesting to give further consideration to the agency of nonhuman
environmental actors (such as animals, trees, landscapes) as part of the development of forest
and parkland.

In summary, In the Manner of the Franks is a valuable contribution to studies of human-
environmental relationships to which readers will doubtless return both as a work of reference
and as an important point of embarkation for future investigations of hunting, masculinities,
and rituals of power and performance.

Michael D. J. Bintley
Birkbeck, University of London
michael.bintley@bbk.ac.uk

JORDAN GOODMAN. Planting the World: Joseph Banks and His Collectors: An Adventurous History
of Botany. London: William Collins, 2020. Pp. 560. $32.99 (cloth).
doi: 10.1017/jbr.2022.193

Botanist, aristocrat, global traveler, and empire builder are all terms associated with Joseph
Banks (1746–1820), a naturalist famed for traveling with James Cook to the Pacific before
his election as president of the Royal Society in 1778—a position he held for more than
forty-one years. Rather than concentrating on Banks’s already well-known biography, in Plant-
ing the World: Joseph Banks and His Collectors: An Adventurous History of Botany, Jordan
Goodman tells the stories of those who participated in Banks’s global network.

Goodman’s account encompasses five sections covering intrepid explorers, economics and
settler colonialism, the integration of botany into imperial diplomatic missions, the exploration
of landmasses only just charted by European navigators, and botanical diplomacy in the
tropics. Over twenty-two chapters, Goodman presents specific case studies that explore
themes, events, and enterprises administered by Banks while concentrating on the individuals
he employed and worked with. Examples include the global travels of Archibald Menzies,
Francis Masson, and John Duncan; the settlement, circumnavigation, and exploration of the
interior of New Holland (Australia) by figures such as Arthur Philip, Robert Brown, and
George Caley; collectors who accompanied diplomatic voyages, such as the Macartney
Embassy to China; practices of exchanging and transporting plants across continents; and
accounts that combine these networks with diplomatic missions and collecting expeditions
in Brazil, China, and Congo.

Utilizing diverse sources from the collections Banks assembled at Soho Square and Kew
Gardens, Goodman combines broad themes explored in the history of British science and
empire with specific case studies surrounding the activities of individuals. Global travel and
the transportation of plants and seeds play a central role. This combines maritime and eco-
nomic history with botanical practice and casts light on the difficulties incurred through
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