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gius '  successor Abbot S ikon. St. Sergius ,  however unknow- 
ingly, stood by the s ~ u i - c e  of the  movement he h a s  come to 
symboiise. I t  was  a loiig journey from the  wooden shrine a t  
Makovka  to the Fellon-ship of St. Xlban and St. Serg ius ;  but  
a t  least the journey w a s  continxous. 

Historically, the Kussian contribution to Christian spirituality 
would beein tc be a variajit of the  Byzantine. But  it is a variant 
tha t  is specifically distinct. Centrally Russian conceptions, 
soborriost, or  tha t  sense of the community obtchina, seem to 
stand in t he  same relatioi? to the cosmic perspective of the 
Byzantine theologians and theii overwheliningly corporate  sense 
as Russ im religious painting to Byzantine iconography. I n  
both cases the pattern remains the same,  bu t  quite suddenly 
there is a rliythm. 'There are  t.he s a m e  motifs, but they a r e  n o  
longer static ; the  preconception of an immobile world order  h a s  
vanished. T h e  parallei is perhaps inevitable for the  conven- 
tions of d i g - i o u s  a r t  only become intelligible in te rms  of the 
schools of spirituality which find expression in them, and  a 
human approach to spiritual realities msy be  differentiated by 
the presuppositions 01 contrasted cul tures  T h e  theology, the 
mysticism, the a r t  of fourteenth century Byzantium alike pre- 
suppose a n  ancient and secure civilizaiion, curiously patterned, 
specialiseti i n  its perceptions. They were the expression of a 
belief in an iiltelligible order and ail immobile sovereignty a s  
the inevitable reflections (if' the Divine 17;isdom a m o n g  men. 
'The>- \\.ere transplanted into the fluctuating and enigmatic life 
of the small Russian principalities still in the  first af termath of 
the T a r t a r  doniinance. TRe new Kussian religious culture, first 
clearly apparent  in  the late fourteenth century school of Nov- 
gorod ,  is :he eft'ect of their t ransplant ing.  

T h e  ne\v inovemeni: n~ould  seem to have been only gaining 
momentum in the last !'ears of St. Sergius 's  life. I t  is pos- 
sible that  h~ w a s  xiaffected by it.  B u t  it is no t  unfitting tha t  
he should he chosen as  its s>-mbol, for  his work of monastic 
reorganisation provided the medium which assured its t r iumph.  
TT7'lii!e both as a symbol and a s  an individual he c a n  serve to 
emphasize the underlying unit!. of so much medieval Christian 
spirituality, for as both he is primarily a monk. 

GERVASE MATHEW, O.P. 

SERVOCS ME.STXL DISE.~SES,  THEIR F'ASTOR.L\L TREATMEST. 
B!I Chryssostonius Schulte, O. ; \ I .Cap.  Translated by 
Clarence Tschippert, 0.1I.iCap. (Coldwell; 10s. 6d.) 

T h e  pastoral t reatment  of the mentally afflicted calls for  much 
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skill and patimce on the part of the confessor. They need spiri- 
tual help and guidance, since in spite of their affliction they 
often present valuable qualities, but their life is a burden to  
themselves and often to others, not least to the priest. 

Though moral theo!ogians as a rule have treated of scruples 
and the  scrupuious conscience, there is a need for revision of 
this subject in the light of modern psychiatry. This treatise will 
therefore be 7velcomed as a valuable guide to confessors and 
others having to  deal with individuals who may in general terms 
be described a s  psychopathic, and who though afflicted mentally 
in various ways often present strong religious impulses and 
torments of conscience. The author has had a life-long expe- 
rience in dealing with such cases, and in this treatise gives u s  
the benefit thereof. 

Compulsive and depres- 
sive neuroses, acute anxieties, hysteria, abulia, and so forth. 
As regards the purpose of this treatise, these are adequately 
described both in regard to  their origins and symptoms, and to  
each type an appropriate spiritual and educative treatment is 
suggested by way of- guidance. ‘The suggestions a re  not to  be 
applied, however, in a routine n a y .  Each individual case has 
to be considered separately. 

Special emphasis is laid on pastoral treatment, which must 
necessarily differ from medical treatment ; hence co-operation 
with a dependablr psychiatrist is also called for. Nevertheless, 
the pastoral treatment cm have far-reaching therapeutic effects, 
since the contact betweai patient and priest may be closer than 
that with the doctor. 

I t  will be seen that as regsrds the priest, special training 
i n  psychiatry is required ; as wcll as personal qualifications for 
treating patients. ’Though not all priests and confessors could 
have either the training or the qualifications necessary, never- 
theless this book will be of great service to many, not only as 
a guide to the forms of mental iliness, but also to the difficulties 
attending the handling of such cases a s  are herein described and 
the extreme care which must be taken. 

Among the various types of psychopathics, hysterics and the 
unstable or abulics ’ are perhaps the more frequently eiicoun- 
tered and present the greatest dilficulties in regard to treat- 
ment. ‘I lie description of the hysterical character is especially 
valuable. 

TVitli regard to the problem of the moral responsibility of 
the ncurotic, the author tal.ccs a lenicnt view, pointing out  that 
we must beware of the view that moral delinquency in one form 

Psychopathics are of various kinds. 
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or another  is a t  the bottom of all psychopathy. ‘The graver  the  
disease the less is moral  responsibility involved. , H e  does not, 
however, g o  SO far as to exclude sin entirely as a source, in 
some cases of psychopathy, 
.is has  been said already, this treatise is the  outcome of wide 

personal experience over a number of years ,  and is indepen- 
dent  of theories of a psychoannlytic or other  nature. In  a field 
where much di\:ersity of opinio,i and theory prevails, th is  plain 
non-technical exposition of facts  is very welcome. 

AIDAN ELRINGTON, O.P. 

THE DARK T \ - H E E L .  By S.1i.C. ( S a n d s ;  6s.) 

T h e  author  of Brothei .  Petroc’s Return, which had  so well- 
deserved a success, h a s  now given u s  a still more finished a n d  
still more important  novel. l’ize Dark Wheel, like its predeces- 
sor ,  asks  credence for  a n  unusual play with time, which once 
granted ,  the sequence of the s tory follows with masterly and  
compelling logic ; for in both books ‘there is a well-developed 
theological theme skilfully ciothed in most  interesting narrative. 
But  from every angle  ’The Dn,.k TG’ReeZ shows a notable advance 
in technique on the  par t  of the author .  Brother  Petroc’s  re- 
turn to human intercousse depends upon four  hundred years  of 
suspended animation, a phantasy remote from possibility yet 
s o m e h o n  easy of acceptance. But  in the  revolving of the D a r k  
\&‘heel, Greville IVhite, a modern professional m a n  and a n  
atheist who has  suffered a breakdown from overwork,  is carried 
through the tenuous w i l  tha t  separates  t ime f rom eterndty in 
such fashion that  from the Cornish garden  whither he  h a s  be- 
taken himself for  a much-needed rest he sets out  upon a s t range  
journey through what  can  best be described as vignettes of t ime 
begin 11 i ng i  n p: e- R ef o r m at io n days . 

T h e  notion of the re-enacting ol by-gone scenes in the  ever- 
present 710w of eternity, for the  benefit of one w h o  h a s  been 
permitted by God to penetrate  the yeil of t ime while ye t  he 
li\-es in this sublunar wor!d, opens a fascinat ing and  by no means  
unprofitable line of speculation. T h e  au thor  presents it with 
a simplicity and  sureness of touch t h a t  is  characteristic of the  
whole book. ‘The s t range  pilgrimage a n d  gradual  conversion 
of the hero  is etched in with deft lines a n d  a g r e a t  sympathy ; 
and in the  course of it deep Catholic t ru ths  a r e  expounded with 
the ability of a theologian and the finished technique of the ex- 
perienced novelist, though the author  is professionally neither 
the  one nor the other. (Perhaps it is not indiscreet to reveal 




