
Christ. N o  explanation apart from 
mountain remoteness is provided for 
the special case of Albania. Officially 
speaking it is the most God-forsaken 
country in the world. God was ‘de- 
throned’ in 1967 and all ‘centres of 
obscurantism and mysticism’ (i.e. 
churches) were closed down. Mother 
Theresa came from Albania. 

Naturally enough unstated assump- 
tions come through most evidently in 
the discussion of ideological ques- 
tions. The volume juxtaposes two 
irreconcilable views. J. M. Bochenski 
presents a classical (Leninist) and 
rather harsh account of the complete 
incompatibility between Communism 
and religion, and utters warnings to 
those who engage in dialogue. They 
will be wasting their time. he ex. 
plains. if they d o  not understand the 
truc nature of Marxism-Leninism and 
if they are advocates of that ‘watered 
down religion in which the sole func- 
tion of a believer is t o  improve social 
structures’. He alleges that such has 
been the reason for the failure of thc 
dialogues so far held. I don’t know 

what or who he is talking about. 
Branko Bosjnak, a Yugoslav Marx- 

ist, has rather more encouraging news. 
He is not inipressed by the survival of 
religion under socialism as evidence of 
its truth, and indeed he does not ex- 
pect religion to disappear a t  all: so 
long as death and the desire for im- 
mortality exist, religion will exist, 
Bosjnak unfortunately does not explain 
whether this means that alienation will 
also persist, though since he  asserts 
that believers ‘insulate themselves 
from the inevitable realikies of 
nature’ (whatever they arc) it may be 
assumed that he  does think so. And 
what survives may be talked to. The 
difference between the two writers is 
easily cxplaincd: Rochenski works i n  
Switzerland and has Soviet Russia in 
view; Bosjnak works in Zagreb. Be- 
tween them they represent the main 
alternatives for the future; and it is 
unfortunate and maybe significant 
that the pessimistic thesis is expressed 
with a clarity which the optimistic 
thesis i s  unable to attain. 

PETER HERBLETHWAITL 

VILLAGE LIFE AND LABOUR, edited by Raphael Samuel. Routledge and Kegan 
Paul, London, 1975. 278 pp. f6.95. 

Over the past eight years Mr.  
Raphael Samuel. tutor in social history 
and sociology at  Ruskin College, Ox- 
ford, has conducted a number of 
History Workshops. Now hc is  the 
general editor of a series of twelve 
volumes based on the Workshop ex- 
perience and loosely organised around 
the intcrconnected themcs of work, 
home and family. Five volumes will 
deal with work. two with childhood, 
two with education, two with popular 
culture, and one (or possibly two) with 
marriage and the family. 

The  aim of the Workshop is a 
socialistic com.mitment t o  keep a rccord 
of resistance to  oppression and also to 
take a close look at  ways in which 
men and women in the nineteenth 
century were controlled, or forced to  
bccome accomplices in their own sub- 
jection : ‘Of every event’, says Samuel. 
‘one should be able t o  ask, what mean- 
ing did this have in people’s lives: of 
every institution, how did it afTect 
them: of every movement, who were 
the rank and file’. In order to produce 
what is described as a ‘people’s his- 
tory’ there has been close and constant 
contact with the Oral History Society 
and the Socicty for the Study of 
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Labour History. In that way new tech- 
niques and a variety of sources are 
used to enlarge and deepen our un- 
derstanding of rural history. 

The first essay in this opening vol- 
ume is used to sketch in the back- 
ground. M r  Samuel endeavours to 
bring into focus the elusive figure of 
the rural labourer who is hidden be- 
hind a fog of words. obscured by the 
mass of administrative records and 
parliamentary papers. The hard years 
between 1830 and 1872, when rioting 
and machinc-breaking were not un- 
common in rural counties. bristle with 
unexpected problems and unexplored 
areas of farm and cottage life. 

Thc two other contributors, David 
Morgan and Jennie Kilteringham. are 
former Ruskin College students who 
have moved on to  further study. Mr 
Morgan writes on harvesters and their 
work a t  a time of the year when all 
available labour was mobilised for a 
great event. He offers information 
about harvest earnings, the harvest 
contract and the still complex and 
varied ritual of gleaning. The gleaners 
were usually women and children who 
came into the field; to gather any scat- 
tered remnants of whcat or barley that 
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might still lic in the stubble. Gleaning 
might now seem likc wasted effort, but 
then it was a necessary precaution 
against future winter privations. Every 
penny counted and so every economy 
was worthwhile. 

Miss Kitteringham has paid tribute 
to country work girls: the girls of 
long-forgotten winter days who dc- 
servc the sort of quiet memorials that 
Flora Thompson penned in hcr Ox- 
fordshirc chronicles. Spoken and writ- 
ten words ari: used to make us awarc 
of thc burdens that workers endured. 
The female servants and field labour- 
ers are possibly more shadowy and 
pathctic than the stereotype of ‘Kodge’ 
that grew up within the context of 
closed-in parish life. In wri:ing about 
the system of agricultural gangs that 
were common in the Fen districts of 
East Anglia and the East Mio’lands, 
thc writer turns to  thc Rcport of the 
Children’s Employment Commission 
(1867), but  i n  addition uses more direct 
and i’mprcssive testimony from a 
memoir written by a Mrs. Burrows- 
‘A Childhood in the Fens about 1850- 
1860’, edited by Margaret Llcwelyn 
Davics in Life As We haiv Kirowir 
I t  (1931). 

The most dctailcc! piece of work is 
Raphael Samuel’s concluding essay- 
in five fully documcntcd parts--on the 
‘Quarry roughs’, the rncn who lived in 
thc villqge of Keamdinglon Quarry from 
the mid-nineteenth century up to thc 
1920s. This arca i s  now suliinergcd in 
Oxford‘s suburban sprawl. Here is an 
essay in which the techniques of oral 
history have becn grafted on t o  more 
usual material with much skill. The 
place in those early times was in- 
triguing bccause it was rough. fearcd 

by outsiders and unapproachable by 
authority. Dissent was strong. Method- 
ism was thc one type of religious ob- 
servance to  have a real grip on the 
com,niunily. 

The self-sufficiency of Headington 
Quarry, Samuel suggests. is one of the 
reasons why it survived as a ’morris- 
dancing village’. It was here in 1899 
that the industrious invaliad, Cecil 
Sharp. rodiscovered ‘the English 
morris’. The music grew up i n  the 
place itself and some of the old tunes 
had come down from the gypsies. A 
lcading fiddler in the 1870s was a 
gypsy who ‘danced in the local morris 
side’. 

I think the heart of this research is 
probably t o  be found in the Heading- 
ton Quarry transcripts and recordings 
made by thc guthor a few years ago as 
he covered his chosen topics. When 
the research is finally completed all 
the matcrial will be depositcd in the 
Oxford County Museum at Wood- 
stock. Jt is very suitable that a book 
of this experimental kind should be 
prefaced by Bertolt Brecht’s poem, 
‘Questions of A Studious Working 
Man’. Brccht’s words point to the 
historical blankness. to the denial of 
puSlic recognition and a public identity 
for workers in historical records. Here 
are hard-won observations that bring 
history a little closer to common 
thifigs. I t  will be easicr for students 1 0  
sec connections between part and 
present, between local and global 
meanings now that we are in a timc 
when traditional anchorages give way 
and communal boundaries appear to 
dissolve. This is the new historical 
approach that a ncw historical situa- 
tion demands. E. W. MARTIN 

JESUS AND THE SPIRIT, by James D. G. Dunn, SCMfress ,  1975. xii + 515 pp. 
€9.50. 

This is the promised sequel lo Dr 
Dunn’s Baptism in the Hal? Spirit 
(SCM Press, 1970), which was sub- 
titled ‘A Reexamination of the Ncw 
Testament Teaching on the Gift of 
the Spirit in Relation to  Pentecostal- 
ism today’: now, in a book twice as 
big, the thome is broadened to  ‘A 
Study of the Religious and Charis- 
matic Expcricncc of Jesus and the 
Firs1 Christians as Reflected in the 
New Testament’. Both works spring 
from Dunn’s long-standing concern 
to understand and evaluate the Pente- 
costal rnovemcnts of this century. Jf 

his stance is always critical. he always 
also shows that he finds in Penlccos- 
talism a challenge which traditional 
Christianity and its New Tcstament 
exegesis must not ignore. In the earlier 
work Dunn showed how ill-founded 
in the New Testament is the doctrine 
that Christian regeneration normally 
involves two stages, that of faith 
sealed by water baptism and that of 
‘baptism in the Spirit’. Yct, like 
Catholic critics such as Simon Tug- 
wcll, Dunn has never wavered in his 
rcspect for the Pentecostal testimony 
to cxperience nor in his conviction 
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