
REVIEWS

^iu have to remember that photography has made great progress, and that very
™gh standards have been set by the art book companies. A useful addition,
particularly for the non-English reader of this book (I have the Americans in
mind) would have been a map.

GEOFFREY WEBB

GOD HATH NOT J O I N E D , by Claire McAuley; Sheed and Ward, 7s.

J-he arresting title of this book does no injustice to its subject matter. In 160
Roving, at times irritating, but always compelling readable pages it unfolds
•fte story of an American couple who found after several years of married life
xta& in the eyes of the Church there was no marriage and their stable loving
^ d extremely happy union was nothing short of adultery. The authoress, who

the wife concerned, takes the reader through her years of trial and tribulation
tempting to convince the Church and her husband that a brother-sister vow

M possible and, in the presence of an immense love for God and for one
pother, workable. Her preoccupation with banal details wrapped in a flowery
•'"Herican style is at times irritating but there is never any doubt of her sincerity

O r of the genuineness of her account. She demonstrates convincingly, with
P enty of humour and poignancy, that although sex is a very desirable channel
° r l°ve, mutual fulfilment between man and woman can be achieved in its

a°sence. There is neither debasement nor aspersion cast on the intrinsic worth
. sexual love; here is a simple but moving declaration that the Christian life
replies sacrifice which at times must assume heroic proportions. The pub-

hers can be congratulated for this book which should be on the bookshelf
Oi e v e r y priest and married couple.

JACK DOMINIAN

BBI.ONG WHERE I 'M NEEDBD, by Elizabeth Reid; The Newman Press,
•4-50

his is essentially a journalist's book, a vivid, fast-moving account of what the
*uthor has herself seen, heard and experienced during her work for the Grail in

SIa ^ d Africa, beginning in Hong Kong in 1948 and ending in Africa in 1961.
She highlights her account with excellent pen-portraits of people, from

°Wcure peasants to personalities like Tom Mboya, and illustrates her points
^ t h true stories, told with an effective and dramatic reticence. The dark back-
ground of human misery, of sickness, of starvation, of homelessness is described
S°_ Avidly that it must surely compel attention. And her appraisal of some
^fro-Asian criticisms of the West is very shrewd; every now and then, for an
"^comfortable moment, she insists that we see ourselves as others, so un-
^ d y, see us. Nor does she spare Catholics, whose 'dynamism is so often

bothered'.
•The sweep of the book is so wide that the reader is inevitably left with many
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unanswered questions; one would like to have more information about the
economic situation and the political set-up in various countries, to know ho*
far democracy is being tried out and with what success, what happens to the
Aid which flows in from the West, to have the S. Vietnam story, for instance,
brought up to date. Instead, one is given a great deal of detail about the work «
the Grail and about its own personnel—details which at times seem a trifle
parochial in a book which ought to command a very wide audience indeed.

But for all that, this is a book which one cannot put down; one is whirled
across oceans and continents. And this is as it should be, for the author's object
in taking one on this rapid tour is to make one so acutely aware of Afro-Asian
needs and the urgency of meeting them that, at the end, one will cry out-
Here am I, Lord; send me.

This is a book which should stir many to action and give to many more a
deeper understanding of a challenge which all Christians must meet.

ANN STAFFORD

THE NUN IN THE MODERN WORLD, by A. C. Renard; Geoffrey Chapman
12s. 6d.

A series of short talks given by the Bishop of Versailles to the nuns in «^
diocese have been collected together to make a concise, precise and inspirits
book. Intended primarily for nuns engaged in the active apostolate, it v/iJ*
prove to be equally helpful to contemplatives, especially in these days °
economic pressure, bringing as they do their own peculiar difficulties. T-"e

fundamental apostolate of all nuns, active and contemplative, is given primary
importance—personal holiness by which the mystical body is strengthen6

and enriched. Particularly valuable are the chapters on the sacrament of penance

and spiritual maternity.
S. M. FELICITY, ?-C>C<

THE STORY OF THOMAS MORE, by Margaret Stanley-Wrench;
u s . 6d.

This book is one of the Story Biography Series recommended for eleven-yea£
olds upwards. More is the first saint in t ie series. It is a scholarly and very re3

able small book and the author says that wherever possible dialogue has bee
based on words taken from translations of St Thomas More's own Latin vWr

and letters. The story is beautifully written, by an authoress who is also a p° '
One can hardly visualize a better introduction to this great English saint a»
lovable man. The pen illustrations by Kenneth Ody are particularly suitable-

ANN HALBS-TOO**
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