
religious women. Ritchey shows the internal coherence in the codex of psalms, lives,
calendars of health, vernacular poems, blessings, and charms as collectively forming a
therapeutic technology. Its healing power could be invoked by speaking, reading,
meditating on, or performing the text, at times in combination with other tools such
as relics. More broadly, there was a striking variety in possible access to the healing
power of holy women, such as by reading their lives, visiting tombs, touching relics,
or joining rituals.

Acts of Care is a rich book that opens new avenues of research and further questions.
One such question is that of access: the beneficiaries in healing stories reflect a rather
restricted healing community of people within or in direct contact to the monasteries.
However, the significance of religious women for the health of late medieval society is
made more convincing by discussions of the circulation of healing stories beyond the
convent, the connections with hospitals and leprosaria, and assistance in mortuary
practices and childbirth. At the same time, the dynamics and coherence of healing
communities remain vague: how did they form and dissolve, or what agency (68) did
they have as an entity? Finally, although Ritchey only hints at (negative) long-term
developments such as further exclusion and erasure (disciplining of beguines,
accusations of sorcery), her work does imply that more research into these topics is
necessary, and that religious reform potentially profoundly affected healthcare practices.

Janna Coomans, Utrecht University
doi:10.1017/rqx.2023.427

Loath to Print: The Reluctant Scientific Author, 1500–1750. Nicole Howard.
Baltimore, MD: John Hopkins University Press, 2022. x + 218 pp. $55.

Historians of science have noticed connections between the printing press and early
modern science. Mentions of the printing press as a driving force in the transformation
of mathematics, natural philosophy, and medicine have appeared since the early
twentieth-century histories of the Scientific Revolution. Recent scholarship on the
history of the book and the history of science have provided additional elements to
revisit the relationship between the production of knowledge and the material, social,
and intellectual dimensions associated with the technology of the printing press.

In Loath to Print, Howard explores a previously unattended aspect of this fruitful
relationship: authors’ reluctance to print. While several studies emphasize how early
modern authors enthusiastically submitted their manuscripts to printers for the benefit
of reaching wider audiences, Howard opens the door to a different aspect of the rise of
early modern science: the hesitation that scientific authors expressed over publishing.
By focusing on aversion rather than sympathy, Howard masterfully shows that the uses
of this new technology presented significant challenges to early modern authors.
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Documenting and analyzing in detail cases that have been previously treated as mere
anecdotes—Newton’s repugnance to appear in print after the controversy on light and
colors, Descartes’s maneuvers after Galileo’s process, or Huygens’s careful distribution of
his works—Howard shows how the challenges of the production and circulation of books
were not a vehicle to but an integral component of early modern scientific knowledge.

The book provides analytical treatment and detailed historical scrutiny of the trans-
formation of values embedded within the strategies that early modern authors, editors,
and printers mobilized in a world where the circulation of manuscripts and letters was
still dominant. Howard starts with the attitudes early modern authors held toward print
and emphasizes how sentiments of mistrust and fear informed their decisions. Authors
were concerned with censorship, with the distortion of their ideas through printers’
mistakes or the material limitations of printing technologies, and with the possibility
of provoking harmful controversies in the hands of undesired readers. While some
authors refused to print, others went (or were taken!) to the press with reluctance
but attempted to control their works’ production, circulation, and representation.

The insertion of prefaces helped authors to control readership by seeking to
discourage some readers and encourage others. The preface is a zone of transactions
between the author’s intentions and the reader’s expectations. Some of Kepler’s and
Newton’s prefaces discouraged unqualified readers, while Descartes’s Principia provided
detailed instructions for reading his work. But prefatory material was not the only
control over the books. Decisions over distribution were part of complex negotiations
of the new ideas’ privacy, secrecy, and value. The distribution of printed works was
connected to attempts to cultivate patronage, secure priority, or ensure a fair reading.

Moving in another direction, Howard also explores how the interests and values of
scientific disciplines impacted the development of printing technologies. Early modern
scientists developed their own technologies to ensure further control over the
production and distribution of their work, such as the creation of their printing presses,
emancipating themselves in this way from larger systems. Others developed their engrav-
ing or etching technologies to illustrate their works or to produce small-scale reproduc-
tions, attending to their criteria of representation. Howard introduces and conceptualizes
the editor in early modern science. While the early modern publisher could be compared
to the editor, Howard has in mind another figure: the individual who “shepherded works
from the author’s study to the compositor’s stick to the booksellers’ stalls” (141). Editors
such as Halley, Ent, and Van Schooten appear as midwives, making possible the works of
Newton, Harvey, and the geometers, and disappearing after their job was done.

Written in a clear and engaging style, the book discusses previous and current
scholarship, showing intellectual debts and the specific points where novelties are
introduced. Howard manages to depict an image of science in the making, providing
a rich and nuanced approach to printing technology as an enabler and a boundary for
authors’ intentions and possibilities. Although the argument focuses on the big names
of the Scientific Revolution, Howard’s treatment is a stimulus for exploring other early
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modern connections between the production of knowledge and the introduction of the
printing press.

Sergio H. Orozco-Echeverri, Universidad de Antioquia UdeA
doi:10.1017/rqx.2023.428

Mapping Travel: The Origins and Conventions of Western Journey Maps.
Jordana Dym.
Brill Research Perspectives in Humanities and Social Sciences; Brill Research
Perspectives in Map History. Leiden: Brill, 2021. vi + 136 pp. $85.

Want to know how to get from here to there? Open Maps on your phone, type your
destination, and follow the blue line. In Mapping Travel, Jordana Dym narrates the
history of this seemingly self-evident line. We learn that “linear journey maps”
(Dym’s own overarching term) are not at all self-evident. Before early modern times,
itineraries mostly consisted of textual lists of places and directions, and travelers found
their way by asking around. Dym subsequently sees medieval pilgrims as “ahead of their
time” (34) when they drew pricked or red lines on their manuscript connecting places
where they had been. She places the tale of lined journey maps in the fifteenth or sixteenth
century. For the subsequent period, Dym’s book demonstrates how journey maps became
increasingly common and complex during earlymodern andmodern times: fromdotted to
red or blue lines, from page to screen.

Apart from the first two chapters on definitions and historiography, the book follows
a chronological course, covering “a thousand years of European travel writing and
map-making” (1). The chronology, however, is sometimes a bit confusing, jumping
back and forth in time, and skipping most of the twentieth century. “European” can
be questioned as well. The several American maps in the last chapters are definitely
not European. While they can possibly be filed under “Western” (in the title of the
book), this does not apply to references to Maya cave painting (13) or Islamic
manuscripts (26–28). In a way, this points to the most problematic characteristic of
the book: the source corpus is nowhere demarcated or defined.

Dym’s argument is convincing, sometimes quite speculative, but also compelling
and beautifully illustrated. It is, however, not completely clear if the maps under
scrutiny are illustrations, or primary evidence of her thesis. So much more was produced
in the past millennium, that the examples cannot be but eclectic, to say the least. Why,
for example, Drake and Dampier instead of many other circumnavigations?
Occasionally, it seems completely random, worse in the last chapters, where, for
example, Harry Potter, Indiana Jones, and Luke Skywalker are put on stage.

This does not mean this book makes no sense or should not be read. On the
contrary, I hope this eclectic overview will become the prelude or inspiration for
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