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e.g. ‘Martha . . . having an active, extrovert mind, being a gO"d
caterer . . . naturally thought that this service was the best expres
sion of her devotion. . . .' (p. 22). And few would care for t2€
form “Jair's daughter’. However, despite such limitations, we would
welcome these and similar studies which can do so much to maf®
us appreciate and love the ‘very Word of God given to men unde?
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost’.
Roranp Porrer, 0.1
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In a certain sense it can be said that St Teresa and St John Of
the Cross tend to overshadow the Order to which they belonge®
strange as it is, many study the works of these two great sall
and know little or nothing of the rock from which they were hew!
That is a pity, because their teaching, though of wider applicatio?;
is the product of the Carmelite way of life, and a knowledge ©
the basic elements of this life is from one point of view a useft
introduction to the teaching of its giants. Pére Francois has pro
duced a handy little book of the Carmelite Rule; its eighteen short
chapters occupy ten pages at the beginning. The rest of the bo0
contains an excellent commentary which brings out clearly the
spirit and authentic interpretation of this Rule.

1t is called the primitive Rule because it is the first known Cal”
melite Rule given to the hermits of Mount Carmel by Albe!
Avogardo, Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, about the year 1209'
approved by Honorius III in 1226 (1622 on p. 10 is an obviot$
misprint), touched up by the two Dominican revisers in 1247 ab
finally approved at Lyons in 1274. After various mitigations grante
by Fugenius IV in 1431, blessed John Soreth strove for bette’
observance, but it was left to St Teresa and St John of the Cros®
to effect a return to the primitive Rule though it caused the divisio?
of the Order into two autonomous branches—Calced and Discalce?:
The Discaleed still follow the primitive Rule. Perusal of the Rule
and this commentary bring out very clearlv the contemplative a7
eremitical nature of Carmelite life, and its traditional mediev®
largeness of spirit. That is a point which requires stressing becaus®
Discalced (all but synonymous with ‘reformed’) has much of ?
post-Tridentine flavour about it, and to identify Carmelite life 1
its most authentic interpretation—that of the primitive Rule—w!
all the manifestations of the counter-reformation religious refOl'Ig
is tc misunderstand ‘it radically. Pére Francois is to be congratulat!
on this book, a useful and even necessary companion to his earh®
and no less admirable Les plus vieux textes du Carmel, whic
appeared in this same series (La Vigne du Carmel) in 1945,
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