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INTEGRITY, Integration—such words indicate the
needs of our age. They are needs which now affect

. humanity as a whole. All mankind needs to be integrated

. ° the unity which it potentially is. Failure to achieve this
of ^ra'-ion involves the danger of destruction of large parts

humanity. St Augustine's definition of peace still holds
g 0°d-It is 'the tranquillity of order'.
Qr. nis problem of integration hinges on another problem
of lu^^1"^'011' t ne integration which involves the incarnation
dis

 sPiritual life in the material life. Disintegration is the
ase of our time, the converse of that specialisation and

to h^>Se- Wnich to some extent cannot be avoided. Men tend
le ^vided up into those who try to solve humanity's prob-
rei . ° n a spiritual level, who pray about them, and live a
Wh ^ secluded life, and on the other hand those men
re] t- If t 0 work on a solely material level, who live a

v active life, working in the social, political, econo-
>imilar spheres. However, post-war Europe has

. ,Us some eminent examples of leaders who have
ji-i~. s disintegration, and to whom is due the minimum

-ni t
n u m which has been achieved. The Catholic Prime

îftiat61"8*: ;^rance, Germany, and Italy, achieved both a
strijjjj. i° .Pinion and a number of very concrete realities,
loVe ^/y *n harmony with Christian truth. The faith and
bujjjj lch went into this work provided a basis for the
^ho a ^ something like a real peace. But without people
can ad?1 e m s e l v es Christian and peace-loving the leaders
ChriSti (

 Vp l i t t l e ' a n d wI11 eventually be rejected. Pax
^ e last f 6 ^abiHon, Paris 6e) has been attempting, for
tllemsel yeai"s, something of the education of the people

It ; ! Q J w h i c h is so badly needed.
n y recently that organisations have begun again to

P l n the Church, combining the deepest spiritual
• with a full programme of active application. The

'tself is as old as the Church and her apostolic
u t it is only comparatively recently that new
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254 THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

conditions have brought into being organisations of the h)'
apostolate with these aims. Pax Christi must be numbered
amongst these new bodies. It cannot claim to have estab-
lished itself yet in the way that the Young Christian Worker1

have done. But its approach is essentially similar.
Pax Christi was begun in the Diocese of Lourdes soon

after the war. A group of French soldiers came to the cott"
elusion that they could not honestly say they loved they
enemies. When the problems which were exercising their
consciences came before Mgr Theas, Bishop of the Diocese*
he began, with this group of men, the organisation known &
Pax Christi. The intention was simply to put the relation'
ship between French and Germans back on to a h i t ^ 1

level by means of personal contacts.
From this simple Christian basis, Pax Christi has

into a movement which, working from a basis in p
intends to cover every problem of peace in the world,
to inspire Christians to be active in all these spheres. As ,
formally constituted Catholic organisation, it does not afl
will not take up sides on particular questions of political °
economic organisation; and in regard to conscientious objef
tion to war, Cardinal Feltin, Archbishop of Paris and PreS'
dent of Pax Christi, has emphasised in public that member;
of this body are free to follow their own consciences. * *
Christi affords the means of discussion and study, and W
spiritual resources and guidance of the Church itself-
leaves the individual free to fulfil his own calling in *u
world in the way which seems best to him within the boi111

of Christian morals and faith. >
Pax Christi is now at work on many levels. But the & y

hopeful of these seems to be that known as Les Routes of
Paix. These are foot pilgrimages of young people essenti^
very similar to the Walsingham Cross pilgrimages in ^ A
land some years back, and to the Parisian students' afln

pilgrimage to Chartres. . ^
But in Les Routes the nationalities are mixed, the P^Sjw

follow a definite agenda of prayer and study, and they i°* ^
routes which take them into the parishes and homes or
country through which they travel. These are the &
powerful factors during an eight or nine days' wor*
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Peace: in each group are members of many nations; as they
go they study particular aspects of the problems of peace, in
a context of their daily Mass and other offices, all led and
supervised by the chaplain of the group; they meet the
People of the country through which they travel, and are
p d into their homes.

year six groups of about sixty young people each
j d routes in western Germany, all converging on
tenberg where the Pax Christi Congress was being held.

*# Christi is young yet and is only really strong in France
th 9 e r m a n y ; these two countries supplied the majority of

e pilgrims. But there were many others too. I spoke with
in p rri.er'can girl who had been studying French Literature
no vf !JS* ^n ^ e r &rouP w e r e twelve nationalities. But it was

bad thing that the majority were French and German.
e young people of these two countries above all need to

cou ^ ^"hristians, and discuss the problems of their two
cou £S" ^hat is what they were doing this year in the
unifiSe °^ r a n£ ' ng o v e r aU the problems concerned with the
ber L1On °* Europe. On the arrival of the groups at Alten-
fro£ y processed straight into the Cathedral; a member
ex . e a c n group then spoke for a few moments on the
tj,gs

 rie^ces of their routes. The American girl was one of
L " "-nd five other nations were' represented amongst the

r speakers.
St p S t ^?a r t^le Congress was at Assisi. (We may recall that
thirt anC1S W a s o n e °^ ^ e &reat Pe a c e Promoters of the
arftls-

ent" century; his tertiaries were forbidden to carry
the }?Q suPP?rt of their feudal superiors.) After this Congress
^nd ' th verec^ a n Elocution on the unification of Europe
Politic 1 o t ^ e r continents. The aim might seem excessively
tinned a n^ e c o n o m ' c—^ese two primary aspects were men-
first p s p e c^c ally in the allocution; but as we saw in the
°f the fag,rfPh of this article nothing less than a realisation

here^ i-f s a k° u t humanity, its need for unity in every
Ther • today, will any longer suffice.
en anVS a ^eeP desire for unity amongst all people. Many

gh LWomen have tried to harness this desire. And
tl agCS P°^t lcians have achieved more, or less,
tnis end. Many religious bodies have seen that it is
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part of a fully applied Christianity to support this tendency-
Catholics, however, have often been conspicuously lacking-
They have tended simply to rest on the knowledge that they
are a universal body, and that their destiny does involve the
redemption of the whole world. But they have failed entirely
to realise that the achievement of this universality and this
redemption depends quite simply on the everyday acts 01
charity of every Christian. The unification of mankind in the

Church, and its unification as a single body from certain
organisational points of view, has actually to be worked f°f»
if it is to be realised.

Peace, as we have implied throughout this article, is some-
thing more than the absence of war. But on the simple neg*'
tive level it is true that war can never be outlawed until the
the nations of the world are prepared to abandon the idea °}
absolute individual sovereignty. They have to realise in thetf
international relationships that they really are members one

of another, and not so many strangers, negotiating. This is

an example of the sort of detailed application which aw
worthwhile work for peace does in the end have to coifle

down to.
Peace is also built on the mutual friendship of multitudes-

War can never be outlawed so long as the majority of Chr's'
tians look on foreigners suspiciously. A simple task here i°.
the Catholic is to keep his home open to the foreigner, &
if possible to give hospitality to such people as foreign
students. 1

But above all the battle today is a battle of ideas. A11,
Pax Christi has set itself firmly to tackle the 'apostolate °
public opinion'. This may sound on the one hand dull, °.
the other dangerous. But the vast quantity of 'propagan^
put out by non-Christian or anti-Christian forces does ha
a steadily cumulative effect. It is the duty of Christians
disseminate the facts about the Christian attitude to p^a

to war, and to international organisations, etc., also the ta

about any given set of circumstances which are being ^
represented. s§

We may look again at the detailed work of Les Roii. y
Here are some of the questions and suggestions proposed ^
Pere Bosc, the principal chaplain, for the consideration
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the pilgrims:
.- 'What particular form of unity in Europe do you con-

sider would be most acceptable, and possible, and a con-
tribution to peace?

'Have we a sense of collective sin? On the level of
society? On the international level? Have we a sense of
solidarity with our own nation? With our Government?

'Are there just wars?
'What movements in our various countries make propa-

ganda for peace? What are their methods, their influence?
'What have you done on behalf of a new international

order (favourable atmosphere)?'
w ^hristi produces a little periodical. In the September

thi P B d i b d f i f
of w p p

this year Pere Bosc described some of his impressions of
s year's Routes de la Paix. He began by referring to the

. £aordinary lack of a positive Catholic approach to peace
$e . °Pej a nd quoted some words of Fr Delos at this year's
in y?1?6 S°cial at Pau: 'Christians will not be taken seriously
, eir participation in work for peace until they acquire the
tiad* gC anC* t h e meth°ds, the lack of which cannot be
£Q

ae good simply by good will.' Pere Bosc continues: 'On
^ute / / ^ in which I took part, but also I think on the other
defi GSJ ^1S ^ac'c °^ a rea^ international culture as we have
h i 51 *t [that is, a certain knowledge or acquaintance with
build• tS' an<^ a certain grasp of methods to be followed in
Chrj ln-S -a p e a c e^ul orc*er in society] was sadly felt. Pax
to p"^ Y^ ^e failing in its responsibilities if it does not work

{j vide what these young people are looking for.
atld t ^roPOrt:iOn a s we realised our need to gain knowledge
for a°j r n t n e necessary methods, there grew up the need
teristi

 p e r spiritual life. This seemed to be the charac-
the n ° j n c ^ Principal fruit of the Routes. Spiritual hunger,
°̂  sil^C r° a r r a n g e in the course of the journey for times
our ^

n c e f o r prayer and meditation, grew in proportion with
reaj ^overy, each day in our chapter, that peace required

karn th qU-C' anc* t n a t ll re(luire<^ t 0 ° t n e courage to
and So^S ^ecnnique. The result was that study of doctrine,
Purely i!mes t n e discussions on difficult and apparently
for the • ca! Pro^ems> far fr°m diminishing the desire

wner life, obliged us on the contrary to add to the

a
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time for prayer or the time put aside for a commentary on
the beatitudes. It was through the express wish of the young
people themselves that a discussion on practical methods was
sometimes put off and replaced by a supplementary docu-
mentary on the beatitudes—'the spiritual conditions o*
peace'.

Pere Bosc added that the experience of the Routes showed
that those who were the most 'realist', the most anxious to
emphasise the temporal aspects of work for peace, those who
were most concerned to insist on the duty to learn the proper
methods and gain the proper knowledge necessary for this
work, became influenced in the spiritual direction by the

atmosphere of the Routes. They began to see that peace

would be entirely illusory if there were not in the different
countries many men who were determined to go beyond the
requirements of justice alone in the relations between groups

of human beings, and were determined to follow to he
letter the words of our Saviour: 'Love one another as I h
loved you'—to the limit, in fact, of the sacrifice of one's
interests.

I might quote inspiring words from many speeches at tn1

Congress. I shall end with the few unprepared sentence
spoken by the American girl I have already referred t°#

Standing on the steps of the choir in her turn, after a Gel"
man boy had spoken, tired and dusty from the road, s*^
ended up: 'In our discussions we have had many di
ments; but the encounters were most fruitful. We have
up friendships based on spiritual unity and an understanding
of each other's positions. We have learned something oi ttl.
culture and backgrounds of other peoples, and have discuss
their differences.

'Every morning we have said the Our Father in ^a t '
Every evening we have said the Our Father in our °
languages. In all our differences we were at one, beca
Christ was with us.' p ^

There is a good chance that one of the Routes de l& *• >
of 1954 will be in England. We must be ready to welcome
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