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CATHOLICS AND INTERNATIONAL PEACE

Joun M. Topp

NTEGRITY, Integration—such words indicate the
Deeds of our age. They are needs which now affect
intohUmam_ty as a whole. All mankind needs to be integrated
inte the unity which it potentially is. Failure to achieve this
of 8Tation involves the danger of destruction of large parts
200 d“mar}lty. St Augustine’s definition of peace still holds
- It is ‘the tranquillity of order’.
intls problem of integration hinges on another probl;m
¢ tgration, the integration which involves the incarnation
e s SPIritual life in the material life. Disintegration is the
eXpe ¢ of our time, the converse of that specialisation and
Tlise which to some extent cannot be avoided. Men tend
ern: olVlded.u‘p into those who try to solve humanity’s prob-
Telag N a spiritual level, who pray about them, and live a
vely secluded life, and on the other hand those men
relatixt,?ll to work on a solely material level, who live a
o andy active life, working in the social, political, econo-
Show similar spheres. However, post-war Europe has
2oide dui _Some eminent examples of leaders who have
equﬂibrit 1s dlsl_ntegratlon, and to whom is due the minimum
inisterum which has been achieved. The Catholic Prime
climgge s of France, Germany, and Italy, achieved both a
Strikin Ot opinion and a number of very concrete realities,
love ‘5 Y in harmony with Christian truth. The faith and
buildin ldfl went i.nto Fhis work provided a basis for the
o ar% (t)h something like a real peace. But without people
an aep: emselves Christian and peace-loving the leaders
Chrisy; eve little, and will eventually be rejected. Pax
the Jog (5 Rue Mabillon, Paris 6e) has been attempting, for
themsdvew years, something of the education of the people
is oﬁ which is so badly needed. .
up iY recently that organisations have begun again to
3PProaeh, 0 the Church, combining the deepest spiritual
tradltiOn with a full programme of active application. The
Migsi 1tself' Is as old as the Church and her apostolic

Ut it is only comparatively recently that new
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conditions have brought into being organisations of the 12y
apostolate with these aims. Pax Christi must be numbere

amongst these new bodies. It cannot claim to have estab-
lished itself yet in the way that the Young Christian Worket’
have done. But its approach is essentially similar.

Pax Christi was begun in the Diocese of Lourdes soo?
after the war. A group of French soldiers came to the cof”
clusion that they could not honestly say they loved the¥
enemies. When the problems which were exercising thev
consciences came before Mgr Théas, Bishop of the Diocesé
he began, with this group of men, the organisation known %
Pax Christi. The intention was simply to put the relatiof”
ship between French and Germans back on to a Christta®
level by means of personal contacts.

From this simple Christian basis, Pax Christi has gro™"
into a movement which, working from a basis in praye
intends to cover every problem of peace in the world, 2"
to inspire Christians to be active in all these spheres. AS
formally constituted Catholic organisation, it does not 2"
will not take up sides on particular questions of political
economic organisation; and in regard to conscientious obj¢
tion to war, Cardinal Feltin, Archbishop of Paris and Pres"
dent of Pax Christi, has emphasised in public that membcr:
of this body are free to follow their own consciences. .
Christi affords the means of discussion and study, and tl;t
spiritual resources and guidance of the Church itself. e
leaves the individual free to fulfil his own calling in ¢ !
world in the way which seems best to him within the bou?
of Christian morals and faith. ¢

Pax Christi is now at work on many levels, But the mo,
hopeful of these seems to be that known as Les Routes ['1:115’
Paix. These are foot pilgrimages of young people essenti?
very similar to the Walsingham Cross pilgrimages in E%
land some years back, and to the Paristan students’ ann?
pilgrimage to Chartres. s

But in Les Routes the nationalities are mixed, the pllg"l1 of
follow a definite agenda of prayer and study, and they fol he
routes which take them into the parishes and homes th et
country through which they travel. These are the ¥¢y
powerful factors during an eight or nine days’ wor
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Peace: in each group are members of many nations; as they
§° they study particular aspects of the problems of peace, in
S context of their daily Mass and other offices, all led and
Upervised by the chaplain of the group; they meet the
aﬁople of the country through which they travel, and are
ticomed into their homes.
foll IS year six groups of about sixty young people each
Owed routes in western Germany, all converging on
tenberg where the Pax Christi Congress was being held.
If"’ Christi is young yet and is only really strong in France
the ‘lel'r.nany; these two countries supplied the majority of
an 1{)1 grims. But there were many others too. I spoke with
in Pﬂ{erxcan girl who had been studying French Literature
no barxs. In her group were twelve nationalities. But it was
ad thing that the majority were French and German.
e:tyo‘mg people of these two countries above all n.eed to
COunt:}s Christians, and discuss the problems of their two
COurSe_lesf' Tha.t is what they were doing this year in the
“niﬁcat9 ranging over all the problems concerned with the
erg thlon of Europe. On the arrival of the groups at Alten-
from €y processed straight into the Cathedral; a member
experi:aCh group then spoke for a fe_w moments on the
these XCCS of their routes. The American girl was one of
oth er.s nd five other nations were represented amongst the
peakers,
St a:: year the Congress was at Assisi. (We may recall that
thil‘teeéltc}is was one of the great peace promoters of the
Arms i century; his tertiaries were forblddep to carry
the Py Suclfpprt of their feudal superiors.) After this Congress
~and I:e elivered an allocution on the unification of Europe
Politicy] € other continents. The aim might seem excessively
tioned san : econorplc—thcse two primary aspects were men-
first parPeCIﬁcally in the allocution; but as we saw in the
of the r:glraph of this article nothing less than a realisation
Sphere Ofal'f:a(:ts about humanity, its need for unity in every
ere Ife today, will any longer suffice.
Mey , 'S @ deep desire for unity amongst all people. Many
throy nd women have tried to harness this desire. And
Owargs the ages politicians have achieved more, or less,

this end, Many religious bodies have seen that it is
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part of a fully applied Christianity to support this tendency:
Catholics, however, have often been conspicuously lacking
They have tended simply to rest on the knowledge that they
are a universal body, and that their destiny does involve the
redemption of the whole world. But they have failed entirely
to realise that the achievement of this universality and thi
redemption depends quite simply on the everyday acts ©
charity of every Christian. The unification of mankind in the
Church, and its unification as a single body from certai®
organisational points of view, has actually to be worked fofs
if it is to be realised.

Peace, as we have implied throughout this article, is somé”
thing more than the absence of war. But on the simple neg?”
tive level it is true that war can never be outlawed until the
the nations of the world are prepared to abandon the idea ©
absolute individual sovereignty. They have to realise in thef
international relationships that they really are members 01%°
of another, and not so many strangers, negotiating. This
an example of the sort of detailed application which a1
worthwhile work for peace does in the end have to com®
down to.

Peace is also built on the mutual friendship of multitudes:
War can never be outlawed so long as the majority of Chr¥¥”
tians look on foreigners suspiciously. A simple task here fot
the Catholic is to keep his home open to the foreigner, 2"
if possible to give hospitality to such people as foreig”
students. J

But above all the battle today is a battle of ideas. A®
Pax Christi has set itself firmly to tackle the ‘apostolate oﬂ
public opinion’. This may sound on the one hand dull,é’ f
the other dangerous. But the vast quantity of ‘propagal t
put out by non-Christian or anti-Christian forces does ha‘:o
a steadily cumulative effect. It is the duty of Christians
disseminate the facts about the Christian attitude to P‘*"Cts
to war, and to international organisations, etc., also the fa?s‘
about any given set of circumstances which are being m!
represented.

We may look again at the detailed work of Les RO
Here are some of the questions and suggestions propos¢
Pére Bosc, the principal chaplain, for the considerati0

utts
d by

n"f
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the pilgrims:

- ‘What particular form of unity in Europe do you con-
sider would be most acceptable, and possible, and a con-
tribution to peace?

‘Have we a sense of collective sin? On the level of
Society? On the international level? Have we a sense of
solidarity with our own nation? With our Government?

:Are there just wars?

What movements in our various countries make propa-
ganda for peace? What are their methods, their influence?

‘What have you done on behalf of a new international
order (favourable atmosphere)?’

of t}f‘x Christi ‘produces a little periodical. In the September
S 1 year Pere Bosc described some of his impressions of
extr year’s Routes de la Paix. He began by referring to the
—raordinary lack of a positive Catholic approach to peace
R em:,r Ope, and quoted some words of Fr Delos at this year’s
in gf ;ine Soc.m.l at Pau: ‘Christians will not be taken seriously
know] rdpartlapatlon in work for peace until they acquire the
Mage tdge and the methods, the lack of which cannot be
Outeg;}Od.sxmp!y by good will.” Pere Bosc continues: ‘On
oute, Z, in which I took part, but also I think on the other
define o this Iacl; of a rea.l international culture_as we have
asic gy 1t [that is, a certain knowledge or acquaintance with
builgi, €ts, and a certain grasp of methods to be followed in
Chy;, t'%v fi‘l peaceful order in society] was sadly felt. Pafc
to Pl'0vidl be failing in its responsibilities if it does not work
S what these young people are looking for.
and topr Oportion as we realised our need to gain knowledge
for 5 deeam the necessary methods, there grew up the need
teristic ai%er spiritual life. This seemed to be the charac-
€ neeq Principal fruit of the Routes. Spiritual hunger,
 silence }0 arrange in the course of the journey for times
OUr diceo Or prayer and medxtatxon, grew in proportion with
2 req) te"}elr)_’, each day in our chapter, that peace required
leary thisc fique, and that it required too the courage to
anq sOmut.echmque. The result was that study of doctrine,
pllrey l{"_les the discussions on difficult apd apparengly
for the Political problems, far from diminishing the desire
iner life, obliged us on the contrary to add to the
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time for prayer or the time put aside for a commentary on
the beatitudes. It was through the express wish of the young
people themselves that a discussion on practical methods was
sometimes put off and replaced by a supplementary docu-
mentary on the beatitudes—*the spiritual conditions ©
peace’.

Pére Bosc added that the experience of the Routes showed
that those who were the most ‘realist’; the most anxious t0
emphasise the temporal aspects of work for peace, those who
were most concerned to insist on the duty to learn the propef
methods and gain the proper knowledge necessary for thi$
work, became influenced in the spiritual direction by the
atmosphere of the Roures. They began to see that peac®
would be entirely illusory if there were not in the different
countries many men who were determined to go beyond th
requirements of justice alone in the relations between group®
of human beings, and were determined to follow to th¢
letter the words of our Saviour: ‘Love one another as I hav®
loved yow’—to the limit, in fact, of the sacrifice of one’s 0%#
interests. .

I might quote inspiring words from many speeches at th®
Congress. 1 shall end with the few unprepared sentenc®
spoken by the American girl 1 have already referred
Standing on the steps of the choir in her turn, after a G&
man boy had spoken, tired and dusty from the road, Shf
ended up: ‘In our discussions we have had many disagr‘?elt
ments; but the encounters were most fruitful. We have but
up friendships based on spiritual unity and an understand®?
of each other’s positions. We have learned something of ¢
culture and backgrounds of other peoples, and have discuss®
their differences. S

‘Every morning we have said the Our Father in L%
Every evening we have said the Owr Father in our ©
languages. In all our differences we were at one, bec?
Christ was with us.)’ ik

There is a good chance that one of the Routes de l4 P it
of 1954 will be in England. We must be ready to welcom®

[
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