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A rich, true ^ffiP^ picture of 
life and trade in the 14th century 

ale 

Francesco di Marco Datini 1335-1410 

^IRISORIGO 
One of the great success stories of 
the Middle Ages is the career of Francesco 
di Marco Datini, a Tuscan merchant-banker 
in the age of Boccaccio. 

«*§ Francesco di Marco was only fifteen when he left Prato 
for Avignon, to establish a trading firm in what was 
then Europe's most prosperous city. Soon he was 
a rich man, dealing in wool, saffron, sacred pictures, 
household goods, and spices. In Florence, he set up a 
great export-import firm with branches and agents 
throughout Europe. 

««§ He willed to the city of Prato his 150,000 letters and 
papers—including his intimate correspondence 
with his wife, which gives a unique view of a rich 
medieval household and a stormy marriage. 
The Marchesa Origo has made brilliant use of 
these documents to produce a biography as scholarly 
as it is fascinating. 

TWENTY PAGES OF CONTEMPORARY ILLUSTRATIONS 
FOUR IN FULL COLOR 
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$7.50 at most bookstores 

ALFRED A. KNOPF, Publisher 

XIAKK2XIAKCS): 

8 

1 
8 

https://doi.org/10.1086/renaissancenews.10.2.2857520 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1086/renaissancenews.10.2.2857520


New Hafner Reprint 

THE MEDIEVAL LIBRARY 
JAMES WESTFALL THOMPSON 

Reprinted with a supplement by Blanche B. Boyer, 'University of 
Chicago Studies in Library Science' Series. Originally published in 
1939—out of print and very rare for many years. $12.50 

STECHERT-HAFNER, INC. 
31 EAST IOTH STREET, NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 

New and forthcoming 
SHAKESPEAREAN TRAGEDY 
AND THE ELIZABETHAN COMPROMISE 
by Paul N. Siegel $5.00 

PLATONISM IN 
FRENCH RENAISSANCE POETRY 
by Robert V. Merrill and Robert J. Clements $4.50 

THE LIFE OF SIR J O H N ELIOT 
by Harold Hulme $7.50 

In preparation 
STUDIES IN ENGLISH RENAISSANCE DRAMA 
The Karl J. Holzknecht Memorial Volume 
Edited by Oscar CargiU, Josephine W. Bennett, and Vernon Hall, Jr. 
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