
406 THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

OF CHARITY IN JUDGMENT

ST CYPRIAN

An extract from Epistle LV ofSt Cyprian to Antonianus on the exercise
of ecclesiastical discipline, translated by]. F. T. PRINCE

DEAREST brother: it is not ours to anticipate the Assize
of him who will come to judge all men according to their
true merit, but ours rather the surety that if he shall find

repentance full, and of an honest heart, he will ratify that which
has been discerned by us. But if we should be deluded by hypo-
crisy, God (who is not mocked) will judge those that he hath seen
through and will correct the easy sentence of his servants. For it
behoveth us to remember the scripture declaring that a brother
who helpeth a brother shall be exalted. So too, we must remem-
ber that the Apostle admonisheth us: Lest ye, too, be tempted, bear
ye one another's burthens: so ye shall fulfil the law of Christ. And
rebuking the arrogant and breaking up their pride: Let him that
thinketh himself to stand, take heed lest he fall, and who art thou that
judgeth another mans servant? To his own master he standeth and
falleth; yea, he shall be holden up, for God is able to raise him and
comfort him. John, moreover, proveth that Christ the Lord is the
advocate and the propitiator:

My little children, these things I write to you that you may not
sin. But if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
JESUS CHRIST the just: And he is the propitiation for our sins;
and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.

And yet again, Paul the apostle declareth that
the charity of God is poured forth in our hearts, by the Holy
Ghost who is given to us. For why did Christ, when as yet we
were weak, according to the time, die for the ungodly? F°r

scarce for a just man will one die: yet perhaps for a good man
some one would dare to die. But God commendeth his charity
towards us: because whereas yet we were sinners, according t 0

the time, Christ died for us: much more therefore being no
justified by his blood, shall we be saved from wrath throug
him.

Considering, then, the pity and clemency of the Lord Jesus, w
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t restrain our severity and hardness and be not at all pitiless in
dealing with the brethren. Rather should we mourn with them
that mourn and weep with them that weep, raising also them that
nave fallen by the way with the solace of our love and (as far as is
Jft us) the strength of our aid. This, too, must we have in mind:
hat while mercilessness is not of true justice (the justice of God),

neither is mere laxness of true mercy. But behold one of the breth-
ren prostrate and wounded by the way, maimed by the adversary
l n the battle of life. See the devil who standeth by to finish his evil
w°rk and destroy that which he hath wounded. Behold, there
^andeth by, also, the Lord and he exhorteth with the prayer of
Calvary that he whom he hath redeemed be not permitted to
?f^sn/ On whose side do we stand? With the demon that he may
^ his prey: with the priest and the Levite who look the other

aY as in the gospel? Nay, rather with him who is our brother,
ven as he is our creator; our advocate, even as he is our judge.
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MATTHEW AND ST MARK. By A. Farrer. (Dacre Press; 25s.)
be! l ^ e °^ ^ collection to which the first of these two books
thr°n^L *S a P o r t e n t °f the wave of ressourcement which is passing
Vic]0 1 ^ C ^ u r c h m o u r t u n e : thz 'spiritual reading' of the indi-
TtUar e!:a *s yielding before a re-emergence of the ancient lectio divina.
text fS °^ ̂ S m o r e traditional reading is the Bible, first of all the
ttior/ anc* t^xea c o r n m e n ta ry on the text. It is natural, then, that the
a c ern awakening of interest among Catholics in the Bible should be
p ^ ^ P ^ e d by a parallel interest in the biblical commentaries of the
a
 e " ' ft would, however, be false to the spirit of patristic exegesis for

and r*1 reac*er t o u n u t himself to the commentaries of an Augustine
b e c a

a G r egory and ignore the results of modem scholarship—false,
Use at one time Augustine and Gregory were memselves the dernier

the same time it must be admitted that not all modern work on
: immediately lends itself to 'devout' reading. Too often such
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