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occult tradition. H e  drew his views direct from Boehme not from 
Berkeley. 

Despite such criticism we do feel that  the book by its very 
objective and matter-of-foct treatment of Blake and his visions 
will be helpful to the reader who neither wishes to sink into the 
depths of the Prophetic Books nor be enlightened as to the names 
and natures of the Tiving Creatures with which they deal. ilfter 
all these represent only a small part of Blake’s life work although 
to some the most interesting. Most commentators become so 
befogged in them as to lose sight of the whole mail and the wholc 
artist who wrote them. This l l r  Blackstone never does even if his 
Blake emerges rather cleaner and tidier than in real life. 

The analysis of Blake‘s religious views is excellent but we feel 
that  we should have been spared man) of Dr Blackstone’s musings 
on them. Knowledge of Blake is not helped by such silly remarks 
as ‘IVhen we watch i~ child at  play we are in the presence of a 
religious act, an act far more religious than any.adult can produce 
with his religious forms and ceremonies or his vague aspirations’ 
(p. 397). We could also d ispase  with several sneers at  institutional 
religion in general and a t  Catholicism iii particular. 

Blake’s anticlericalism, mhiuh is the cause of the remarks, is well 
known, but his own real religious experience gave him a deep 
respect for sincerity of belief in others. Witness his defence o f  
C‘haucer’s Poor Parson. Of the Catholic Church, he said that it was 
the only one which really uiiderstood the forgiveness of sins. His 
visionary conception of  the nature of the LIjstical Body rnigh; 
habe brought him very near the C‘hurch had he applied it practically. 

The book is beautifully produced. The few illustrations give an 
idea of Blake‘s different moods. Plate V should be entitled ‘I,os 
arising from the IVaters’, iiot * Urizeii repelling the Waves’. 

JANET CLEEVES. 
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