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On p. 133 we read of a desire on the par$ of some physicist.s to 
systematize ‘the rough home-made metaphysics which is implicit 
in modem scientific writings’. This book may be intended as a con- 
tribution to that process, but we can only see i t  8 s  a piece of the 
datruct6ve t.inkering which is the issue of so many attempts at 
home-made science. Ivo THOMAS, O.P. 

O B I T E R  
‘THE TASK OF THE CHURCHES IN GERMASY‘ (S.P.C.R. and Sword of the 
Spirit, 6d.), the report of the delegation of British Churchmen which 
visited the British Zone last autumn, is in many ways a heartening 
document. I t  is generally recognised now that the Catholic and Evan- 
gelical Churches in Germany were the only consistent core of opposi- 
tion to the deeper evils of Nazitlom. Einstein’s testimony is quoted, 
in which he describes how he turned in vaiii to the Universities, to 
the press, to men of letters, for the defence of freedom, ‘Only the 
Church opposed the fight which Hitler was waging againet libertj ’, 
he concludes. 

‘The problem of physical survival is a predominant problem for 
all Germans, and is naturally a main preoccupation for churchmen 
Further, in addition to the lack of food, of coal, of housing, of 
clothes, schools and transport, the lack of any tolerable and discern- 
ible future, and the haunting fear of arrest or re-arrest on an un- 
specified charge of Kazi adtivities in the past, are said to have 
produced widespread despair and an attitude of cynical indifference 
to all moral considerations’. 
Such is the background, and the burden of the delegation’s recom- 

mendations is that the Christian bodies should be given every help 
to continue and expand their work for the niateritrl and spiritual 
recovery of the German people. They stood firm in the evil hour, and 
should now be given the fullest liberty if, as was so frequentIy said 
by propagandists during the war, Britain really standk for the main- 
tenance of Christian civilization. The crucial questions of the econo- 
mic future of Germany, the policy of denazification (the commission 
urges that an end should immediately be put to the iniquitous re- 
crimination), the repatriation of prisoners of war, the provision of 
proper facilities for education-in all these matters Christians are 
obviously deeply involved. But  in such lesser matters as the dlowalice 
of paper for books, of coal for heating and the restrictions on travel, 
Christians as such should not be penalised. The future of Germany- 
and that is to say the future of Europe too-is largely in their hands. 
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And even on the most utilitarian level the politics of grace hrins richer 
dividends than the policy of revenge. 

* 6 * * 
THE WOMEN of Germany me the subject of another report. issued by 
the Women’s Group of ’Public Welfare (N.C.C.S.; Is.). In a foreword 
R. C. R. Ensor emphasises our moral obligat,ions to Germanv : 

‘Tn 1940 the challenge was to British courage; it was met, and 
the nation lived one of its finest hours. Now that challene3 is to our 
humanity, and if we meet it snccessfullg, we shall place another 
finest hour to our credit. . . . If we miss the call and fail miserably 
(as we have gone dangerously far towards doing in the Dast twelve 
months), our honour will incur a stain before history nomething 
like that which it incurred a century ago over the Irish Famine: 
only deeper, more damaging and more indelible. Nor will khe dis- 
credit hit us  as a nation only; i t  will bring into disrepute the free 
imtitutions for which we stand’. 

Women have a great part to play in Germany today, because of their 
great numerical preponderance and t,heir role as the h e d a  of shat- 
tered homes. On them fall the heaviest burdens : the manseement of 
inadequate rations, the improvisation of clothes and housinc. the care 
of children inevitably deprived of proper control. And anv hope that 
women may take their part in the rebuilding of a ‘democrRtic’ Ger- 
many must depend on a recognition of the priority of the basic things 
-food, clothes, coal, reasonable security-wit.hout which talk of ‘free 
inetitutions’ seems, and is, a mockery 

* 4. * * 
ARE parochial missions out  of dab? Cardinal Saliege, nuoted in LU 
Croia: (January 23rd), suggests that their traditional form no longer 
corresponds to the ‘climate’ of our times. A mission intended for 
believers scarcely attracts the unbelieving majority. Snd the conver- 
sion of what the -4bbB Michonneau calls the ‘pagan parish’ demands 
that the Christian core should be solid, instructed, the point of depar- 
ture. Liturgical miasions have recently been given by PBre Pichard, 
O.P., in several parts of France. .4t the Cathedral of Meniix, the 
mission was based on the Sacraments, since the heart of the Christian 
parish i s  precisely sacramental : the Mass, Baptism, Confirmation, 
Mamage were seen in action, as i t  were, as the channels of the divine 
life by which the parish has its very being. It is onlv throwh our 
deep and responsible understanding of what is essential to t.he life of 
the Christian sccbsia that we m n  make ready that spiritual home 
which should await the wanderer. In other words. pro eis sanctifico 
m a i p ~ i ~ n i .  Thr litnrgical life is not R derotiotid extra; i t  is t8he iiormal 
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life of the Church. Only when its implications are realised by the 
faithful themselves c m  we dare to speak of ‘conversion’. 

* * * * 
DIEU VIVANT (No. 7) publishes an article by Fr Henry Tristrain on 
an unpublifihed letter of Newman, ddressed to F. A .  Faber. elder 
brother of the famous Oratorian. 
THE MONTH (January) gives F r  Frederick Copleston’s answer to the 
the question : What is Existentialism? 
THE latest Cuhier de Z’Att Sacrd (obtainable from BLACKFRIARS PUB- 
LICATIONS, 3s. 3d.) is devoted to ‘The Artistic Education of the 
Clergy’. T t  ifi far from polite, hut its reasoned argument and practical 
proposnls shorrlrl make this 8 1 1  ,wceptable gift for priests and semin- 
arians. 
COMMONWEAL (January 3rd) prints Chancellor Schuxchnigg’a own 
account of what happened when he was xummoned to meet Hitler at 
Berch tesgaden in 1938. 
LA VIE INTFALECTUFLLE (January) has t i  valuable article by -4. Cras 
on ‘Western Culture and the Missions’. 
LA REVUE NOUVELLE (January 15th) has a ‘Portrait of Erasmus’ and 
argues that Erasmus’s fidelity to the Church wns uot a fraud uor u 
piece of strategy, but ‘a necessary coiisequerice of his love for Christ 
and of his humanism’. ALDATE 
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