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Volume IV in the series “British Official Documents on the
Origins of the War” is one of the most interesting of the series,
for its subject matter is the growth of the understanding between
Russia and Great Britain which was ultimately to ripen into open
alliance. The extraordinary difficulty of the task and the slow
and painful steps by which it was accomplished can be very well
gathered from this new volume of confidential and unprinted

&'
state papers. The narrative is enlivened by incidents of crisis ]

such as the sinking of a British fishing fleet by the Russian navy
in time of peace and the violation of the Dardanelles by the
Russian volunteer fleet, full accounts of which are now given for
the first time. There is also interesting detail relating to the
Emperor Nicholas and the influences by which he was surrounded,
while the separate chapters on Thibet, Persia, and Afghanistan
are specially valuable from the standpoint of present day problems.
The minutes and memoranda of King Edward VII on the general
development of events are numerous and of very great interest
and valuable private correspondence of Sir Edward Grey is also
included. : '

Price 12s. 6d. net. Post Free 13s. 3d.

Volume XI avas published in 1926 and dealt awith the period 28 June to 4 August

1914. Volumes I and II (1898—x904) were published in 1927, and Volume III,
“whick dealt aith “The Testing of the Entente” (1904—1906), in 1928, Volume ¥V
“The Near East™ (1903~1909), was published in 1928, Polume IV is now ready.
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