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colourcd bkctch-iiidpb, ah well as a list of coiitcniporary rulers and a 
\elect bibliography at the end of the book. 

F. M. M I ~ ~ u H .  

AWAI~I(;-ANUALUSIAN CASIDAS. Translated with a i l  1litt.oduction by 
Harold Morland. (Phoenix Press; 5s.) 
This is a selection of short lyrics and fragiiiciits dating from the teiitli 

to the thirteenth centuries. These literary arabesques, as they have beeii 
called, are an eloquent testimony to the excellence of Arabic civilisatioii 
and, together with the parallel culture of Languedoc, provide a striking 
contrast to the relatively barbarous Frankish north. It was nothiiig 
short of a tragedy when these cultures went down in an orgy of blood 
and fire. As it is, we are grateful for the opportunity to enjoy in a 
delightful verse rendering these remnants salvaged froiii the wreck. 
We find ourselves in a world of courtly love, where oiie hardly cares 
to distinguish between a passion and a love, and grace is all in all. At 
the samc time, the whole is enriched with a11 imagery (a legacy froin 
the days of desert wandering) which is always vivid, often poignant. 
The laiicc ‘seems the rope with which I draw blood from the well of 
his heart’ ; the Divine command of chastity is the iiiuzzlc which keeps 
the camel’s thirsty coIt from the breast; the beloved is compared to ‘a 
ahy gazelle’; daybreak is like the parting of lips showina the whitc 
teeth of nothing, and so oil. Mr Morland also coiitributes an intro- 
duction which contains much useful inforination, including an account 
of thc historical background to the pociiis. 

F. M. Mnsuu. 
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