
LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

(as was commonly done in this country) that such things as the congregate
taking an active part in the offering of mass or the saying of the divine Ott&
at the proper times are against the mind of the Church or merely the views o
a small body of cranks.

But all through its history the liturgical movement has been bedevilled 7
lengthy discussion on matters of detail and practice and nothing like enoug
thought has been given (again, especially in this country) to the profound tbe0"
logical principles underlying it. Very much the same can be said on the questio
of language in worship. Here, for instance, we have a book which sets out
give an exposition of'the mind of the Church, drawn from the historical an
practical decisions on the use of languages other than Latin in the Latin rite
the Church (sic), and substantiated by authentic and official documents or
Church'. So far as it goes that is all very well. We have the various decrees an
pontifical pronouncements of the past and can learn of such things as the p
mission granted for the celebration of the Roman Mass in Georgian or
Syriac, or of what happened at Trent on the question. Fr de Marco's booK
fully documented and, within the narrow compass of what it has set itself to '
fulfil'; its purpose. But it is by no means certain that that purpose is nowa ;
much to the point. We need urgently a thorough examination of the funco
of language in worship with some attention paid to the conclusions not only
history but also of the developing science of semantics. As it is we appear ^
to be at the stage of the argumentum e turismo, and books like that now U"
review merely add to the stock of ammunition of both sides without taking
very far forward. The trouble is that this is a doctorate thesis made into a " ,
(a practice rarely successful), and since there is no real thesis (the author expr
states that he makes no 'attempt to side with the pro or con of the verna
problem') it is not very exciting reading.
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THE JEWS, by F. W. Foerster; Hollis and Carter, 16s.
THE JEWISH FAITH, by Paul Demann; Burns and Oates, 8s. 6d.
THE JEWS AND THE GOSPEL, by Gregory Baum; Bloomsbury, 27«-

F. W. Foerster is a Protestant scholar who was forced long ago to lea
native Germany because of an outspoken love of justice and freedom,
than half of his book is taken up with tracing the infamous treatment ^
Jews down the centuries and the rest contains some account of the spin %

sources which helped them to survive. Good though it is to see any trw ^_
grievously wronged people, one cannot say that this book makes essenO ^
ing. Fr Demann, writing in the Faith and Fact series, offers a clear and JJ,
elementary introduction to the doctrine and liturgy of the main Jewis ^
tion, with some prefatory remarks to locate the significance of the J
Christians.
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p rv ^ e m o s t important of these three books is the one by Fr Baum. Like
eniann, a convert Jew, he is well known in ecumenical circles. Indeed, he
onsultor for the forthcoming council. He sets out here to show, by a careful

Cli ^ ° C SosPe^s> the Acts and the Pauline epistles, what Jesus and the first
, l a n s o u8ht of the Jews. The crux of his argument is of course the famous

P ers m Romans, but he reaches what he has to say about them by way of a
. ^Sj1 discussion of all the other relevant passages. His final conclusions are

Fomistic for the outcome of the Jewish problem and, as he says, not altogether
k , Putable. It would be unfair, however, to question them in the limits of a

eview. This is a book which has to be read over a period of months, with
Sen C t e X t ^ o n e ' s s^e > anc^ ^ 8 r e a t benefits it affords, above all a deeper
Thi • . mystery of Israel, will come only through such patient reading,

f' * o n e °^ t ' l e m o s t v a l u a b l e books that have ever been written in

FERGUS KERR, O.P.

aid f'
more understanding between Jews and Christians.

T HERINE DE SIENNE, by J. M. Perrin, o.p.; Aubier, n.p.

B an important book. The life of St Catherine of Siena has been written
cas • 6S> s o m e t imes the result is good, sometimes indifferent. But in each
teach' ^ ^ e °^ ^ sa*nt ^ ^ f° r eg r o u n i^ ' with- a background of her
exe y' t ^ s hook it is the doctrine of the Church which is illustrated and
Jjjs "~*led in the Hfe and writings of the saint. According to Pere Perrin in
Chris a°e> a Sa"l t *S O u r con temporary in the mystical body, and through him
thin ' f ° *S ' ^ a u t h ° r of the whole Church, both shows and gives us some-
°f an k Plenitude. The difficulty of coming in contact with a personality
of JL . e r century repays us in so far as it permits us to understand the height

Th l r ^ life, as they exemplify the gospel.
of tL

 e^c t ual factual life of St Catherine is more or less limited to the first part
the a rather less than a quarter. Then the author gives an exposition of

n&i-k ° . ' m what it consists, its requirements and whence it receives its
• rinally, there is given a picture of the Church, the mystical body of

^dua] W"M? how its essential hoHness is in no way diminished by the indi-
Thjsi ea*nesses, sins, or even by the vicious life of some of its members,
our L V t 0 ^ c r o w n i n g point of St Catherine's example and teaching, when
minjj,. ^ to her: 'Offer thy life afresh and give thyself no rest. It is for this
Who J i i * have established thee, thee and all those who follow thee, and

w thee. Give thy whole attention and never look back, but

Letters J nm s teaching is illustrated by quotations from the Dialogue, the
ul j Pr"yers; quotations given from any source which suits the

Octrine under discussion. Thus the reader is presented with what
styled a Sumtna from St Catherine. The amount of research condensed
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