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EXTRACTS

Tae Work oF PEre Pup, Iiditor of La Vie Spirituelle, on beh&lt‘(.
religious sisters is becoming more widely known in this cou l‘,
The Clergy Review for February contains an article on the subjec™
which has from time to time appeared in the pages of Tz oF T
SpIrIT; the author repeats the quotation from the I'rench hierar¢ s
recommendations to the clergv on the question of vocations an
concludes : ‘
Comment on this admirable document would be superﬂuoug'
Although it was issued primarily for the priests and l'e,liC,,giO“S‘.tq
France, it is equallv applicable to all in England, and me
careful consideration. The present situation in Fngland may lqt
be as desperate as on the Continent, but who dares to say th.‘q
it may not become so, unless we adopt some such measure®
are laid down by the Cardinals and Archhishops of France.
The possibility that we are in a decline in regard to vocations ﬂ“(
not at the beginning of a new lease of life is previously diseuss?®
in the article. For the present limitation of family life and the De‘(
standards of education do not suggest that future vocations are 'ﬁo'd‘;‘e
being fostered among the boys and girls of Catholic families. ¥ i
situation is indeed grave as the author, Fr Skelton, insists. l’efh?pl;
Spain alone is the only Huropean country in which the situﬂth‘
is not serious. The report on the vocations of religious wome? i
that country, published in the Supplement of La Vie Spiritt?
(15 February: from Blackiriars, 4s.), shows a notable all rouﬂt
increase in the numbers of religious between 1927 and 1948.
elsewhere the tale is depressingly the same—overworked relig! :
houses having to be closed, the acceptance of unstable vocations e”'v,
There is ample scope for the work of the Editor of La Vie Spiritt®
throughout Ilurope, but even this is more in the nature of a diae
nosis than of a cure.

0115'

THE PsycHorogy oF Six is the principal subject of the curl"":
Supplement already cited. Thomas Gilby, O.P., writes with Ver‘.l,
as we should expect, on La Culpabilité, Beginning with the I’ru“,
ciples laid down by St Augustine and St Thomas he shows -h;)eF
their objective attitude can be discovered also in the princP
of some modern specialists: .
Firstly they consider culpability as a normal symptom and 2{
a curable condition, not as a morbid state. Secondly, it 1% Rk 4
simply the mustiness of a purelv personal evil action: it 1‘30[1
congenital attitude, handed on as human nature is hande
and cultivated in accordance with the conditions imposed. - 4
Original sin is not considered as a sort of capricious cald "
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Which has befallen us as a vesult of a gaffe by our first
Tepresentatives. ‘
fai:t}?d from thi.s starting point \\'hich‘ in i.ts depth is a doc.trine Qf
Spr Fa!:her Gilby traces the total situation of human gz'ml.t as t
: i ads into the humanum, the body-soul structure. It is in par-
lar false ‘culpability’, the false conscience which may require
*’-n?i Services of the psychiatrist in order to re-establish a complete
healthy orientation towards good and evil action: ‘The great
*Mptation to hitch on to the formula which offers to sell security,
faffick in magic, in place of waiting for the gift’, and the security
“nvention is allowed to smother the generosity of love.
T * * * *
HO}WAS MzerTox concludes in the January issue of (ollectanea
:d“"is Cisterciensium o study of the transforming union with God
¥ describeq by St Bernard. The well known popular author shows
,lmself deeply versed in the mystical writings of St John of the
'8 as well as of his own St Bernard. He takes Professor (iilson
ask for describing the great doctor’s highest union in terms
l)etrl‘ansit.ory experiences which at most could only be the ‘mystical
it othal’ as described by St John of the Cross, whereas he proves
.. 0 be undoubtedly the permanent state of union known as
riage’. In the course of the argument Father Merton brings
WondVery clearly. and simply .’che differences between these two
in o erf.ul and highest of mystical graces, and he concludes on an
Testing and typically Bernardine note:
© whole process, the whole spirvitual life is the work of her
‘trollgh whom (iod willed us to receive all gifts and graces.
of h_ernar_d.does not h.es1ta'te to give us :mothe}' of his summaries
trg 18 spiritual doctrine in which the mystical marriage, our
. Nsformation by wisdom into God, is assigned to the Mother
T od as her mission par excellence among the children of men.
N Tough one woman we were born to the living d_eath of cupidity;
om our mother Iive we received the disfiguring form of the
"Opriwm : but God allowed this only in order that his wisdom
.mlght_ triumph through another woman and that our natural
eXuegl‘lty might. be clothed in the fz'egdorr} of his divine glory and
Omt for ever in the gladness of hls mﬁ_mtely pure love.
ith as Merton shows an attractively simple grasp of the great
S relating to the heights of holiness.
]‘}ROq * * * * )
of 7. AND Acare are discussed by H. C. Graef in .the Supplement
Ou:,l Vie Spirituelle (February) as well as by (. Gilleman, S.J.. in
Ty Telle Revue Théologique (February). o '
*IDEA o StnsTiTrTION in the doctrine of Redemption is a subject

tl‘l
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needing careful study and understanding in order to meet ma?f
modern difficulties regarding fundamental Christian principles:
David, O.F.M.Cap., tackles the problem competently in The It
Ecclestastical Record (February). .
Crux (Epiphany Term: Vol. 4, No. 2). ‘The Altar of the Thre
Saints’, by E. Sarmiento, is a meditation on St Rose, Bl. Ma'rbﬂi
and Bl. John Massias, all venerated on one altar in the Domini¢®
Church in Lima. -l
THE CONTEMPLATIVE LIFE Topay by Fr .John Morson (to be Obtf‘}neq
from Mt St Bernard’s Abbey, Leicester; 10d.) is a reprint of arti® ¢
in Paxz in which the author has usefully collected a great deal ?
unsuspected treasures from Pius XT and Pius XTT on the subject
the life of contemplation,
X X X
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Annual subscriptions of three dollars received since September 381st, 1949,
be extended for a further period of six months,

Maﬂ“geI

https://doi.org/10.1017/50269359300020681 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269359300020681

