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When J. Bell and A. Hewish first discovered
pulsars at Cambridge some thirteen years ago,
they opened up a whole field of speculation
to research. This research was at first rather
hectic and the accumulation of knowledge,
both observational and theoretical, through
the years has been at the same time extensive
and largely unordered.
This very crucial volume reflects the concern
of the Scientific Organizing Committee of the
IAU that a proper review of the data gathering,
interpretation and theory on pulsars be under­
taken.
Accepted research fields associated with
neutron stars such as X-ray and ')'-ray emission,
pulse timing, neutron star properties, and
neutron stars in binary systems are treated in
some detail while an extensive collection of
papers on radio observation of pulsars and
optical radiation is also presented. Unresolved
questions concerning pulsars - on. magneto­
spheric constitution, radio emission mechanism
and their relation to supernovae - are high­
lighted in an attempt to critically assess the
developments in these fields.
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