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EXTRACTS

i?l;f)“ iiical is written now about the need for maturity, not only in
Spogczus ie, but alsp among the laity in their spn;ﬂ:ual hfje. An out-
otk 1$an challenging article appeared in Integrity’s May issue (New
the | 4-00 per annum), by E. Willcock on the need for maturity in
of thg apostolate. The machine age, he argues, has made us impatient
stang ctlfarncr, because the machine turns out everything at the same
ard of perfection. It does not have to learn.
0, I such an age, will put up with the awkwardness, the mess,
lrnin1sorder, the noise, the 'non—conformity which is the' usual pre-
. ara:y to human maturation? The world we are evolving and the
esion, 53?5 Wwe are fom}m_g' are products of short-cut techniques
Ore%ee to by-pass the initial stages of growth. A pseudo-maturity
el T trembling on t_hfa verge of childish tantrum is, of course, the
thing The availability of the rcady—madc is discouraging some-
tryix;g W? cannot afford to be without. It is discouraging people from
e e% t 1s1 discouraging that exercise of continuous effort which
The ?lYaPCOPle mature. .
in the l};ostcﬁ ate being such a new development as an organized effort
Wards matur": is bound to fuﬂ'er from the initial stages of growth to-
: urity, ‘T}us means ‘awkwardness, failures, and imprudent zeal.
.Y are precisely what we should expect. Yet they are precisely the
Subt%es ZVHIECh are considered most‘damning in modern eyes. The most
the mode yet the most compelling pressure put on the Church by
Maturiey ntthO'rld is that she meet the up-to-date standards of pseudo-
Pous, e at is, she must be weighty, professional, affluent, pom-
imm’atur Cllef_lt (me,chamcglly perfect), decorous and successful.‘ An
€ the L. e laity can’t possxb_ly put up such a front. At the same time,
il be s’);men assume the airs of this pseudo—{natunty, thcfu mission
as ineﬂ“ecti\‘;,eFted and t:hey will become mere professmngl Catholics
¢ hay e m‘ the social area as are the clergy and the 'hlcrarchy. ..
lswereq thmost reached the point where we are convinced we hav.e
ure o e papal call, .when_w.e actually have hardly hcz.ird lt._Th.ls
With oy eSﬁiond effectively is in great part due to our impatience
laym, ces i We retard maturity because we will not permit the
¢ -0 t0 “make a fool of himself;
S may b, : . 1. . .
Us. Y be Spepmlly true in the highly mechanized society of the
¥ the"mghli;apphes n lar'gc measure to most places now dominated
€ Spirity,] hfe’ a?d may indeed account for the lack of maturity in
Quires o € CL s0 many. To be ready to make fools of ourselves
echanic a1 Wortl}:-l a virtue which does not find easy access into the

the
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96 ' THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT
ST BERNARD sometimes appears as rather hard and austere, especially

when dealing with his spiritual children as well as people like Abelard
whom he regarded as a menace. But when he came to speak of the
love and desire for God we find him always full of tender life and joy"
A French Cistercian has written on St Bernard’s feelings on the desi®:
for God in Cross and Crown for June (St Louis; $7.00 per annum). Th
desire includes the whole man, and the ascetic Doctor of the Church
does not exclude the emotions.
Still, there comes the point where a man’s emotions reach such ?
pitch as to break all bounds; words and gestures no longer suffice for
expression, and he is forced to tears. Yes, St Bernard expects us ¥
‘weep for desire’; and he even tells us that it is fitting that our desit®
for heaven should bring us to tears, for ‘if ever we fail in daily~
tearfully—soliciting this grace, it is simply because we do not s
ciently desire it’. ' "
And the measure of this desire is beyond measure. ‘It must be mark
with ardour, vehemence, eagerness, avidity, even with impat:iencc

and audacity.”

THe Roman College of Sacred Science for Nuns, called Regina Mﬂ"d;’
has now been functioning for two yecars. Revue des Commund 4
Religieuses (May-June; Louvain) gives the satisfactory details of
work. In the first year the courses were attended by 132 student siste"
from 22 countries, and of 58 different congregations. The second ¥
showed an increase to 168 student sisters of 69 different congregaﬂons'
The courses are given in four languages: English, French, Spanis
Italian. Those responsible for this Institute will be gratified at the w
sponse from the sisters.
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