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Notes and News

Historical Documents of East and Central Africa

ORIGINAL manuscripts, dealing with the early history of East and Central Africa, dating
from the first Portuguese voyages of exploration to reach the east coast of Africa (probably
in 1487) and covering the period up to the early nineteenth century, are to be published in
a series of volumes, the first of which will cover the period 1487-1505. The publication
is a joint undertaking of the Central African Archives and the Arquivo Historico de
Mogambique. It is sponsored by the Government of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa-
land, the Government of Mozambique and the Portuguese Ministty of Ovetsea Tertitories,
and is being carried out under the direction of the Chief Archivist (V. W. Hillier) of the
Central African Archives and the Conservator (C. Montcz) of the Arquivo Historico
de Mogambique.

The publication will include many hitherto unpublished documents which have been
microfilmed by a special team working in Eutope (Portugal and the Vatican) and in Goa.
The work is being published simultaneously in an English and a Portuguese edition, the
Engllsh translations being edited by Sr. Manuel Freire de Andrade. The selection, transcrip-
tion, and co-ordination of the documents is being directed by the Portuguese historian,
Dr. Alexandre Lobato. It is expected that the whole work may include as many as twenty
volumes, the last of which will contain a general historical survey and consolidated index.
Inquiries concerning the publication may be addressed to the Central African Archives,
Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia.

Training of the Ministry in Africa

THE first two Reports of the survey of theological education in Africa, organized by the
International Missionaty Council, were noticed in Africa, vol. xxiv, 1954, p. 384. The third
Report, by Dr. Norman Goodall and the Rev. E. W. Nielsen, is concerned with the Union
of South Africa, the Rhodesias, and Nyasaland, which were visited in September to Decem-
ber 1953. The first chapter describes the existing institutions and organizations concerned
with training recruits for the Ministry, including theological colleges of various denomina-
tions, theological correspondence coutses, and Bible schools (designed mainly for training
evangelists). Certain European centres of training were visited, but the Report is con-
cerned with the training of Africans. In Chapter II, The African Ministry, the authors
discuss the situation of the Church in Africa today—subject to tensions of vatious kinds,
¢ caught within the tremendous encounter of . . . conflicting forces °, confronted with the
problems of changing social pattetns and conflicting economic structures. All these problems
have their effect on the African Ministry—on its tasks, its training, and its recruitment. A
serious feature of the present situation is the inadequate number of candidates for the
Ministry. The reasons for lack of recruits, and various methods used to foster a sense of
vocation within the Churches, are dealt with at some length; suggestions are made for
further study of this problem. Questions concerning salaries of African ministers are briefly
touched on and the chapter ends with a discussien of ¢ the form of the ministry *—that is to
say, the functions for which African ministers are trained, the qualities required of candi-
dates for ordination, the nature of the Church and the importance of the local Christian
congregation. Chapter III is concerned with general reflections on theological training and
its relevance to the emergence of the indigenous Church. The standard of training, curricula,
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staffing of theological colleges, worship, post-graduate studies, literature, and language are
dealt with in brief sections. The concluding chapter offers specific recommendations for the
improvement of existing institutions and methods and for the establishment, in South Africa,
of a standing committee on theological training, representing the various Churches and
convened to undertake specific tasks. Special problems and needs in the Rhodesias and
Nyasaland, and suggestions for the uniting of small theological colleges, conclude this sec-
tion. The chief problems dealt with, and the improvements to be aimed at are summarized
on pp. 6o, 61. Publication of the fourth report in the series, by Professor Bengt Sundkler,
is expected early in the current year.

Le Musée historique d’Abomey

Le Musée historique d’Abomey (Dahomey) a été aménagé dans 'ancien palais des rois
Guézo (1818-58) et Glele (1858-89). Sa gestion a été confiée depuis 1945 4 PInstitut Fran-
gais d’Afrique Noire (centre de Dahomey). Il comprend actuellement trois grandes salles,
situées dans les anciennes cours royales, ol Pon trouve réunies de nombreuses collections
de troncs, de statuettes, de bijoux etc., ayant appartenu aux souverains dahoméens. Il 2
regu pendant ’année 1954 la visite de 24.700 personnes dont 656 Européens. Le nombre des
visiteurs pendant 'année 1953 s’était élevé 4 18.500. Ces chiffres prouvent bien lintérét
croissant qu’Européens comme Africains portent aux vieilles civilisations de I’ Afrique.

Le Musée historigue de I’ A.0.F. (Dakar)

LE 4 juin 1954 a été inauguré dans I'lle de Gorée, par M. le Haut Commissaire Cornut-
Gentille, le Musée historique de ’A.O.F. M. A. Ly, directeur du Musée, présenta dans
son allocution le but poursuivi: créer un centre de rayonnement de la culture et aider les
Africains 2 se situer dans le milieu ou ils vivent. Le Musée — le premier que compte la
ville de Dakar — a été aménagé dans une maison du XVIIIe si¢cle juste en face de la Maison
des esclaves. I.e Musée comprend douze salles d’exposition groupées en deux corps de
batiments de chaque c6té d’une cour. Une salle est consacrée au milieu naturel, et une seconde
présente le milieu humain — des cartes ethniques et démographiques, des photographies
et des objets d’art et d’artisanat négres et sahariens permettent de se faire une idée de la
complexité du peuplement humain et des problémes ethniques de P'ouest africain. Trois
salles sont consacrées 4 la préhistoire et 4 la protohistoire; d’autres salles présentent les
grands empires noirs (du VIIIe au XVIIe siécle), installation des Européens sur les
cbtes, les organisations politiques de intérieur, le mécanisme de la traite négriére; les deux
derniéres salles couvrent la période de la fin du XVIIIe 4 la fin du XIXe siécle, et dans la
grande salle sud ont été groupés des documents postérieurs 4 la premiére guerre mondiale,
destinés & évoquer I’évolution de I’Afrique occidentale moderne : urbanisme, industrialisa-
tion, aspects de Dakar aujourd’hui etc.

Ce Musée constitue le premier maillon d’une chaine qui comprendra aussi le Musée de la
Mer, en préparation 2 Gorée, et un Musée d’ethnographie et d’histoire naturelle 4 Dakar.

Conseil Coutumier de Brazzaville

Le Conseil Coutumier de Brazzaville a été fondé en 1951 par Dinitiative de M. Maurice
Kwamm, M. Prosper Mahoukou, ’Abbé Fulbert et un groupe d’Africains de Brazzaville.
Cet organisme s’est donné pour tiche de fixer par écrit les Coutumes du Moyen-Congo, 2
partir desquelles pourront étre étudiées des nouvelles régles plus conformes aux exigences
de la vie moderne. Dans les agglomérations africaines de Brazzaville, ou se cotoient presque
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