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Society and History th 

ENGLISH RENAISSANCE 
VERSE 

Laura Martinis 

Society and History in 
English Renaissance Verse 
LAURO MARTINES. Professor of 
History. UCLA 

This beautiful and provocative volume closes 
the gap between non-dramatic poetry of the 
English Renaissance and the social world of 
its composition. Distinguished historian 
Martines links the two solidly together and argues that poetry gives voice to historical and 
social realities. 
"A pioneering study which should flutter the dovecotes of Renaissance scholarship." 

— Richard Ellman 
$24.95 224 pp. 0-631-14115-4 

Women of the 
Medieval World 
Essays in Honor of John H. Mundy 
JULIUS KIRSHNER and 
SUZANNE F. WEMPLE. eds. 
The lives and status of medieval women 
—from dowries to prostitution. 
$39.95 352 pp. 0-631-13872-2 

Aristocracy 
JONATHAN POW1S 
"Powis' prose is elegant, his reading 
wide, his observations perceptive." 

—Hist on Ttxl/iv 
$24.95 112 pp. 0-631-13067-5 
$8.95 paper 0-631-13706-8 

The Reformation and 
the English People 
J.J. SCAR1SBRICK 
"A major reinterpretation... almost 
every page sparkles with some new piece 
of evidence... "—Renaissance Quarterly 
$24.95 224 pp. 0-631-13424-7 

War in the Middle Ages 
PHILIPPE CONT AMINE 
Translated by Michael Jones 
"The best txx>k on medieval European 
warfare available in any language." 

—History TIHUIX 
$24.95 387 pp. 0-631-13142-6 

0 Basil Blackwell 
432 Park Avenue South, Suite 1505 
New York, NY 10016 

Toll-free Ordering: 
1-800-638-3030 

Write for our latest catalog. Ask 
about our special introductory offer! 

Please recommend these books to your 
librarian. 
lifisil HlticknrU titles are distributed thrmitfi 
Harper & Kme 1'iiHiihers. 
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w Ti 
Princeton 

Paradise Lost and the Rhetoric 
of Literary Forms 
Barbara Kiefer Lewalski 

This comprehensive study interprets Paradise Lost as a rhetoric of 
literary forms, by attending to the broad spectrum of literary genres, 
modes, and exemplary works Milton incorporates within that poem. It 
engages major issues in contemporary Milton criticism in terms 
supplied by Renaissance poetics and rhetorical theory. Barbara Lewalski 
argues that Milton uses the Renaissance genre system, and the cultural 
significances and moral values associated with the several kinds, as a 
vehicle of his artistic perception, as a means of accommodating his 
subject to his audience, and as a rhetorical strategy for educating that 
audience. $32.50 

The Georgic Revolution 
Anthony Low 

Although Virgil was immensely influential on English poetry in the 
Renaissance and seventeenth century, inspiring dozens of epics and 
thousands of pastorals, the middle term of the Virgilian rota, georgic, has 
been neglected by those who have examined the literature of the period. 
In the first book on this important topic, Anthony Low discusses the 
courtly or aristocratic ideal as the great enemy of the georgic spirit, and 
shows that georgic powerfully invaded English poetry in the years from 
1590 to 1700. During that time a revolution took place with religious, 
ideological, and technological as well as literary ramifications. Professor 
Low describes a significant current of social history, as revealed in 
poetry, and at the same time elucidates that poetry by placing it more 
precisely in a living context. $32.50 

At your bookstore or 
41 William Street Princeton University Press Princeton, NJ 08540 
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Cambridge presents... 

A HISTORY OF THE THEATRE 
GLYNNE WICKHAM 

A colorful history of the theatre by one of England's most eminent theatre historians. 
Emphasizing the role of the actor, the theatre is shown to be "the most dangerous of all arts." 

• Covers 3,000 years of theatre history 
• Includes opera, ballet, cinema, and spectacle 

• Eastern and Western drama compared and contrasted 
• 200 black-and-white and 20 color illustrations 

Pleasant objectivity, flavored with die writing of a personable hand, makes this more than a 
textbook, and with its abundant illustrations it will be far more man a useful reference. 

Cloth $29.95 

JOHN MILTON'S ARISTOCRATIC ENTERTAINMENTS 
Cedric C. Brown 

This is the first comprehensive account of Milton's two aristocratic entertainments, breads and Comus. 
The book is original in the amount of socio-historical information it offers about the relationship between 
the independent and Puritan poet and his aristocratic patrons. 

Cloth about $34.50 

GENTLEMEN OF A COMPANY 
English Players in Central and Eastern Europe, 1590 to 1660 
Jerzy Limon 

The first account in English of the theatrical activity of the professional players who left England for 
Central and Eastern Europe between 1590 and 1660. Brings to life the business of performing Renaissance 
drama under stimulating and often stressful conditions. 

Cloth $3950 

THE DRAMATIC WORKS IN THE BEAUMONT AND 
FLETCHER CANON 
Volume VI: Wit Without Money; The Pilgrim, The Wild-Goose Chase; A Wife for a 
Month; Rule a Wife and Have a Wife 
Fredson Bowers 

This is the sixth volume of Fredson Bowers' definitive series of critical, old-spelling texts. Each play is 
introduced by a discussion of the text and authorship, and is accompanied bv detailed notes. 

Cloth $95.00 

At bookstores or from 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS 
32 East 57th Street, New York, NY 10022 
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Renaissance Studies from Cornell... 
MILTON AND OVID 
By RICHARD J. DuROCHER. Despite Milton's temporal and philo
sophical distance from Ovid, the Metamorphoses influenced Milton 
throughout his career. Treating Paradise Lost and the Metamorphoses 
as a dialogue between the two poets, DuRocher discusses the relation
ship between these epics in terms of the Renaissance concept of imi
tation. $27.50 

DRAMA OF A NATION 
Public Theater in Renaissance 
England and Spain 
By WALTER COHEN. Although Renaissance English and Spanish 
theaters developed in relative isolation from each other, in both coun
tries the plays integrated native popular traditions and neo-classical 
learned conventions. Working from a Marxist perspective, Cohen il
luminates the causes of their parallel development. "An astonishing 
book: graceful, precise, and erudite."—David Bevington, Dept. of 
English, University of Chicago. $35.00 

MILTON'S SPENSER 
The Politics of Reading 
By MAUREEN QUILLIGAN. "One of the poets Milton admired the 
most and drew the most from was Spenser, and the connection be
tween the two has never been as fruitfully and fully examined."—Bib-
liothique d 'Humanisme et Renaissance.' $22.50 

SPENSERIAN POETICS 
Idolatry, Iconoclasm, and Magic 
By KENNETH GROSS. "This is Spenserian criticism at its most 
elegant, powerful, and sophisticated."—Angus Fletcher, CUNY. "A 
brilliant and important book, stunningly original and rich in in
sight."—Clavin Edwards, Hunter College. $24.95 

THE APOCALYPSE IN ENGLISH , 
RENAISSANCE THOUGHT ^ P ^ 
AND LITERATURE $*» n P 

Edited by C.A. PATRIDES and JOSEPH A. WITTREICH, Jr. 
'This collection of expert essays on the Book of Revelation provides 
a scholarly introduction to a notoriously wide field of inquiry. . . . 
Well-written and comprehensive."—Sixteenth Century Journal. 

$19.95 paper; $49.50 cloth 

CORNELL UNIVERSITY PRESS 
P.O. Box 250, Ithaca, New York 14851 
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Jonathan D. Spence 

In 1577, Matteo Ricci set out from Italy.to bring Christian faith and Western thought to 
Ming Dynasty China. Following his trail in a masterful synthesis of intellectual, social, and 
political history, Jonathan D. Spence reveals the 16th century—West and East—as it has 
never been seen before. Spence's scholarship and command of detail vividly reconstruct 
the life of this classic Renaissance man. At the same time, he finds a voice for the hopes 
and fears of a largely forgotten world. 

"An arresting portrait of a subtle, powerful, and complex mind." 
—William H. McNeill, president, American Historical Association 

"Moving and strangely beautiful....Spence has actually written...the portrait of 
an age, as remarkable for its form as for its content." 

—Paul Robinson, Stanford University, in The New York Times Book Review 

"Distinguished and original....Dazzling."—John Updike, in The New Yorker 
0-14-008098-8 368 pp. $7.95 

r j O ) Elisabeth Sifton Books • PENGUIN 
Academic Marketing Department, 40 West 23rd Street, New York, N.Y. 10010 
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Shakespeare and the 
Question of Theory 
Edited by Patricia Parker and 
Geoffrey Hartman 
Brings deconstruction, feminism, psycho
analysis, the renewed investigations of 
political, economic and historical context to 
bear on rereading Shakespeare, and offers 
illuminating new perspectives on a wide range 
of individual plays. Among the contributors 
are Patricia Parker, Geoffrey Hartman, Howard 
Felperin, Elizabeth Freund, Elaine Showalter, 
Nancy Vickers and many others. 
December 1985 c. 300 pp. 
#9479 g33.00/cloth 
#9480 813.95/paper 

Shakespeare's Rhetoric 
of Comic Character 
Dramatic Convention in Classical 
and Renaissance Comedy 
Karen Newman 
In this revisionist history of comic charac
terization, Karen Newman argues that 
Shakespeare's "lifelike" and "realistic" charac
ters are firmly set within a comic tradition 
which stretches from Menander and Plautus 
to playwrights of the Italian Renaissance. 
Such an approach has consequences for a 
theory of characterization. 
June 1985 128 pp. 
#9116 816.95/cloth 

For more information or a 
complete price list, write to: 

New Accents 

Alternative Shakespeares 
Edited by John Drakakis 
The twelve notable contributors share the 
conviction that there is no unified subject, 
"Shakespeare," but a series of "alternative 
Shakespeares," each of which is defined 
oppositionally, and each of which it must be 
the business of criticism to contest in the face 
of opposed perspectives. * 
September 1985 c. 272 pp. 
#9456 *23.00/cloth 
#9457 «9.95/paper 

The Subject of Tragedy 
Identity and Difference 
in Renaissance Drama 
Catherine Betsey 
The Subject of Tragedy takes the drama of the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries as the 
starting-point for an analysis of the differential 
identities of man and woman. 
November 1985 c. 288 pp. 
#9446 J825.00/cloth 
#9447 811.95/paper 

Carnival and Theatre 
Plebeian Culture and the Structure 
of Authority in Renaissance England 
Michael D. Bristol 
Carnival and Theatre studies the nature and 
purpose of theatre as a social institution, its 
allocation of authority, and its relationship to 
the plebian culture of the early modern 
period. 
November 1985 c. 350 pp. 
#9448 825.00/cloth 

Also availablefrom Methuen... 

The Arden Shakespeare 
"I know of no other edition that sets so 
consistently high a standard. The Aniens are 
edited by scholars of the most exacting princi
ples, and they contain remarkably detailed 
introductions, textual notes, line commen
taries, and appendixes... there is no better 
initial guide than the Arden s." John F. 
Andrews, Folger Shakespeare Library 

29 WEST 35th STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10001 
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The Journal 
of Modern History 

". . . is the best, liveliest, the most 
interesting scholarly journal devoted 
to European history in this country, 
and probably the world." 

— Gene Brucker, 
University of California, Berkeley 

• Edited by Keith Baker, John Boyer, and Julius Kirshner. 
The JMH is the leading American journal for the study of European 
intellectual, political, and cultural history. Its distinguished roster of 
contributors includes: 
Peter Burke Anthony Giddens Peter Paret 
John Clive Felix Gilbert J. G. A. Pocock 
Gordon Craig Alan MacFarlane Orest Ranum 
Francois Furet William H. McNeill James J. Sheehan 
Eugenio Garin Arnaldo Momigliano Hayden White 

Wolfgang Mommsen Heinrich Winkler 

The Journal's geographical and temporal range—the history of the 
European continent since the Renaissance—makes it unique: the 
JMH explores not only events and movements in specific countries 
but also broader questions that span particular times and places. 

Published quarterly, the JMH is not only an important journal for the 
specialist in European history but also for the educated layperson 
interested in the forces that have shaped the history of Western 
civilization. 

One-year rates: Individuals $27.00; Institutions $45.00; AHA 
Individual Members $20.00; HA Individual Members (Grt. Brit.) 
$20.00; Students with copy of ID $20.00. Outside USA add $3.00. 
Visa or MasterCard accepted. Send complete charge card 
information, purchase order, or payment to The University of Chicago 
Press, P.O. Box 37005, Chicago, Illinois 60637. 

6/84 
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Blake 
and 
Spenser 
ROBERT R GLECKNER 

"No one has come even close to 
what is being done here. Gleckner 
brings to bear a lifetime of Blake 
study."—David W. Erdman, State 
University of New York, Stony Brook 

Robert Gleckner expands upon his 
earlier Blake's Prelude to search out 
the deep ways in which the poetry 
of Edmund Spenser impinges 
upon, is absorbed by, and is trans
muted in the poetic and graphic 
work of William Blake. The tem
pera painting The Characters in 
Spenser's "Fairie Queen," Gleckner 
argues, represents Blake's heroic 
effort to not only expose Spenser's 
errors, but to redeem him for the 
pantheon of "true poets." 

$29.50 

Figures in 
Ariosto's 
Tapestry 
Character and 
Design in the 
Orlando Furioso 

PETER DESA WIGGINS 

"An original and intelligent work 
by which Ariosto scholarship is 
enriched and transformed."— 
Eduardo Saccone, The Johns Hopkins 
University 

This comprehensive reinterpreta-
tion of the Orlando Furioso argues 
that Ariosto's great epic poem is a 
work in which character, rather 
than action, predominates. Wig
gins demonstrates that the laby
rinth of episodes comprising the 
poem emanates, in fact, from a 
carefully designed clash of psycho
logical types. 

$24.50 

0 
THE J O H N S H O P K I N S UNIVERSITY PRESS 

701 West 40th Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21211 
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STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION 

(Act of August 12, 1970: Section 3865, Title 39, United States Code) 

1 A. Title of publication: RENAISSANCE QUARTERLY I B . Publication No. 460880 

2. Date of filing: October 1, 1985 

3. Frequency of issue: Quarterly 

3A. Numberof issues published annually: Four 

3B. Annual subscription price: Individuals, S25; institutions, $35 

4. Address of known office of publication: 1161 Amsterdam Ave., N e w York, N . Y. 10027 

5. Address of headquarters of publisher: 1161 Amsterdam Ave., New York, N.Y. 10027 

6. Names and addresses of publisher, editor, and managing editor: 

Publisher: Renaissance Society of America, 1161 Amsterdam Ave., New York, N.Y. 10027 

Editor: Bridget Gellert Lyons, 1161 Amsterdam Ave., New York, N.Y. 10027 

Managing Editor: Same as above 

7. Owner: Renaissance Society of America. Inc. (a nonprofit corporation). 1161 Amsterdam Ave.. New York, 

N.Y. 10027 

8. Known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning or holding 1 percent or more of total amount of bonds, 

mortgages, or other securities: None 

9. The purpose, function, and nonprofit status of this organization and the exempt status for Federal income tax 

purposes have not changed during the preceding twelve months. 
10. Extent and nature of circulation: 

A. Total no. copies (net press run) 

B. Paid circulation 

1. Sales through dealers and carriers, 

street vendors, and counter sales 

2. Mail subscriptions 

C. Total paid circulation (sum of 10B1 

and 10B2) 

D. Free distribution by mail, carrier, or 

other means, samples, complimentary, 

and other free copies 

E. Total distribution (sum of C and D) 

F. Copies not distributed 

1. Office use, leftover, unaccounted, 

spoiled after printing 

2. Returns from news agents 

G. Total (sum of E, Fi and 2-should 

equal net press run shown in A) 

Average no. copies 

each issue during 

preceding 12 months 

3.000 

None 

2,772 

2,772 

2,772 

Actual no. copies of 

single issue published 

nearest to filing date 

(RQ 38:2, Summer 1985) 

3,000 

None 

2,772 

2.772 

None 

228 

None 

3,000 

None 

3,000 

I certify that the statements made by me above are correct and complete. 

Bridget G. Lyons 

Editor 
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