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“Risk and Fortune”
Shelby Cullom Davis Center for Historical Studies

During the academic years 2016/17 and 2017/18, the Shelby Cullom Davis Center for Historical
Studies will focus on the topic of “Risk and Fortune.” Notions of risk have been important to
human societies for centuries. Soothsaying, insurance, medical prognostication, financial
investment, and gambling all contend with—or try to contain—possible losses. Conversely,
good fortune has had its talismans and theorists throughout history. How have different
cultures tried to tame chance, or comprehend its whims? To what degree have the practices of
commerce relied upon, or alternatively reified, risk? Do technological systems generate hazards
they are not capable of controlling? This two-year seminar will bring together scholars working
on risk and fortune in historical societies around the world in all time periods, on topics
including (but not restricted to) economics, science, religion, industry, statistics, and agricul-
ture.

The Center will offer a limited number of research fellowships for one or two semesters,
running from September to January and from February to June. Early career scholars must have
their doctoral degrees in hand at the time of the application. Fellows are expected to live in
Princeton in order to take an active part in the intellectual interchange with other members of
the Seminar. Funds are limited, and candidates are, therefore, strongly urged to apply to other
grant-giving institutions as well as the Center if they wish to come for a full year.

To apply please link to: http://jobs.princeton.edu, requisition #1500396. The deadline for
receipt of applications and letters of recommendation for fellowships for 2016/2017 is
December 1, 2015. Please note that we will not accept faxed applications. Applicants must
apply online and submit a CV, cover letter, research proposal, abstract of proposal, and contact
information for three references. For further information about the Davis Center, please go to
http://www.princeton.edu/dav. Princeton University is an equal opportunity employer. All
qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color,
religion, sex, national origin, disability status, protected veteran status, or any other character-
istic protected by law.

Angela N. H. Creager
Director, 2016-2020
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American Society for Legal History

The American Society for Legal History is a nonprofit membership organization dedicated to fostering
scholarship, teaching, and study concerning the law and institutions of all legal systems, both Anglo-
American and international. Founded in 1956, the Society sponsors Law and History Review and Studies
in Legal History, a series of book-length monographs available to ASLH members at substantial
discounts. In addition, the Society holds an annual meeting to promote scholarship and interaction among
scholars, practitioners, and students interested in legal history, and maintains a website (http://www.aslh.net)
reporting developments in the field. For further information concerning the Society, please write: Sally
Hadden, Department of History, Western Michigan University, 4301 Friedmann Hall, Kalamazoo, MI
49008-5334, USA.

To become a member of the Society or to renew your membership please complete, print out, and mail
the following form to: Cambridge University Press, Attention: Customer Services, 100 Brook Hill Drive,
West Nyack, NY 10994-2133, USA; or print it out and fax it to: 845-353-4141.

Membership Application

Please check appropriate membership below:
Regular Member, with an annual income

below $50,000 $ 66.00 Student Member $  25.00
$50,000 — $75,000 $ 77.00 Emeritus $ 100.00
$75,000 — $100,000 $ 88.00 Life Member $ 2,000.00
$100,000 — $125,000 $  99.00 Sponsor $ 250.00
$125,000 — $150,000 $ 110.00 Institution $ 175.00
$150,000 and above $ 200.00

(The Society no longer accepts institutional memberships, but checking this line will make your institu-
tion a subscriber to Law and History Review.)

Membership fees must be paid in U.S. dollars by check drawn on a U.S. bank or by MasterCard, Visa, or
American Express charge. Questions? Call Cambridge University Press at 1-800-872-7423.

Total Amt: $ Visa/MC/Amex:

Name on card: Exp. Date:

Signature:

Name:

Institution:
Address:

City: State: Zip:
Country (if not the US):
Phone (Home): (Office):

Fax: E-mail:
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