
Among other things, these chapters illuminate the crafting of
precedents and construction of strategies and tactics by adversar-
ies; the justices’ probing of advocates concerning alternatives, con-
sequences, and hypotheticals; the importance of flexibility,
fleetness, and felicity in a taut forensic setting; and the challenges
of reaching justices open to persuasion without antagonizing jus-
tices who may sidetrack arguments in ways that defeat litigants’
designs. Readers will learn the perils of laypersons or novices who
argue their own cases and may be amused that one such advocate
broke all the rules of oral argument but was effective in a losing
cause while another such advocate broke all the rules and was
ineffective. Readers cannot miss the degree to which arguments
and cases concern policy as much as law.

This book also features tales of coin-flips, of charges of legal
malpractice when clients disagreed with their lawyers’ tactics, of
justices who rescued lawyers whose causes the justices favored and
of other justices who stumped lawyers whose causes those justices
disfavored, of the hapless attorney assailed by an entire Court, of
styles of interacting with and among justices, and of abject mis-
matches between or among adversaries. Readers who cringe as a
lawyer informs the Court that Justice Antonin Scalia would never
provide his wife with green plums lest they give her diarrhea may
relax when Justice Scalia states that he would never give his wife a
green plum and, indeed, has never seen a green plum. As should
be expected, the reporters and editors have collected other mys-
terious and boneheaded utterances.

Professors Goldman and Johnson have performed a signal
service in assembling these reports and the accompanying Web site.

n n n

Children as Victims, Witnesses, and Offenders: Psychological Science
and the Law. By Bette L. Bottoms, Cynthia J. Najdowski, & Gail S.
Goodman, eds. New York: Guilford Publications, 2009. 401 pp.
$45.00 cloth.

Reviewed by Heather R. Hlavka, Marquette University

Prompted by the oft-cited daycare abuse cases of the 1980s, child
advocates voiced concern about investigative practices with children.
In the wake of these cases, participants in the legal system were made
to address inappropriate interviewing techniques common with child
victims, and social scientists began to examine the range of suggestive
influences that might affect children’s disclosures. Over the past 25
years, researchers and practitioners have produced an impressive
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body of work addressing critical issues that arise when children enter
the justice system as victims, witnesses, or offenders. Child forensic
interviewing has evolved from a piecemeal enterprise to a remark-
able clinical consensus about a range of interviewing techniques
and procedural reforms. Still, answers to questions about children’s
varied developmental capabilities, memories, disclosure of abuse,
suggestibility, and culpability are fraught with controversy.

Children as Victims, Witnesses, and Offenders offers a balanced,
up-to-date review and critique of issues imperative to children’s
involvement in the legal system. The editors have brought together
a renowned group of legal and social science scholars to address
questions central in contemporary debates: When, and under what
conditions, can researchers and practitioners believe children?
What are children’s competencies or vulnerabilities as victims, wit-
nesses, and offenders? How are children treated within a legal
context, and what accommodations are necessary? For example,
when should children be protected from undue stress and harm
(e.g., videotaped testimony and closed-circuit television in the
courtroom) or treated as adults (e.g., traditional police interroga-
tion techniques and the waiver of youth to adult court)? While
much has been published on child abuse victims and juvenile
offenders in the past two decades, the two have rarely been taken
up together in this way. Equally, scholars often treat legal agencies,
practices, and processes as discrete entities. The main strength of
the book is its holistic approach to children and youth that present
with a range of capabilities, at various points, and to a variety of
agencies (often multiple) within the justice system.

Beginning with an introduction through legal cases, this com-
prehensive volume is organized into two parts. The first part ad-
dresses issues that arise when children enter the legal system as
victims or witnesses. Pertinent themes include disclosure, denial,
and recantation of abuse; children’s memory and suggestibility,
especially with regard to the child forensic investigative interview;
children in court and the effects of legal involvement on victims;
expert testimony and jurors’ perceptions of child victims and wit-
nesses; and international perspectives on child witnesses. The first
part of the book closes with a summary chapter highlighting
macro-level implications of research for social scientists, practitio-
ners, and the law. Note that, for a number of reasons, much of the
reviewed literature in Part I focuses on child victims of sexual
abuse even though most substantiated cases of child maltreatment
across the United States are physical abuse and neglect. Still, the
most likely reason for children to enter the courtroom is because
they have allegedly experienced sexual abuse (p. 150). As most
cases of child sexual abuse lack medical or physical evidence, chil-
dren’s statements typically constitute the central evidence in the
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case. Further, there are many barriers to disclosure of sexual abuse,
so the child abuse forensic interview plays a critical role. Defense
attorneys often attack how the forensic interview was conducted,
and considerable controversy exists over expert testimony to prove
sexual abuse. The emphasis on child sexual abuse does not detract
from the efficacy of this volume, which will prove indispensable to a
wide audience including child maltreatment professionals, legal
and mental health experts, social scientists, and attorneys.

The second part of the book turns to issues that arise when
children are offenders and defendants and opens with a review of
the current state of knowledge about the relationship between
childhood victimization and later offending. Supporting a holistic
viewpoint, the remaining chapters address youth developmental
competencies such as suggestibility during legal interrogations and
vulnerabilities upon waiver to adult court, special chapters on
therapeutic jurisprudence and the growing number of girls enter-
ing the juvenile system that provoke questions about gender-
sensitive interventions, adults’ perceptions of juvenile offenders
and the effect on trial outcomes, and an international perspective
on juvenile justice and its influence on U.S. policy and practice.
The final chapter presents four ideal visions of legal response to
juvenile offenders, places preceding chapters within this frame-
work, and compares these visions against literature in the field.

Throughout this volume, the editors deliver on their promise
to support a holistic approach to research and practice with child
victims and offenders. Practitioners and social scientists must work
together to better understand the complex needs of children,
overcome methodological issues, and provide systematic assess-
ment of best practices. Perhaps most important, the contributors
urge professionals to consider new paradigms and collaborations to
create a deeper understanding of how the justice system can better
serve children and youth.

n n n

Telling Stories Out of Court: Narratives About Women and Workplace
Discrimination. By Ruth O’Brien, ed. Ithaca, NY: Cornell Uni-
versity Press, 2008. 264 pp. $57.95 cloth. $18.95 paper.

Reviewed by Julie Newcamp and Elizabeth A. Hoffmann, Purdue
University

In Telling Stories Out of Court, Ruth O’Brien has compiled 12 fictional
stories depicting situations in which various men and women expe-
rience workplace discrimination. Each story is a compelling piece of
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