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N O T I C E S  
ELEMENTA PHILOSOPHIAE. T o m e  3 (in z parts). By bf. le Chaii. 

I t  is fashionable t o  dccry the wri t ing of philosophical manuals, 
and to sugges t  that  writers should occupy their time more fruit- 
fully in the  s tudy and developmcnt of some particular doctrine. 
But  no one eng-aged in the  actual work of teaching mill wish 
to deny the  utility of a good manual, provided it is not regardcd 
as an inspired t e s t  to be espountlcd n i t h  revercnce. T h e  manual 
which Dr. Maquar t  completes in these two 1-olumes reaches a 
higher level than that  usually attained in similar worlcs. T h e  
t\vo volumes publis!icd earlier treated of logic and  natural philo- 
sophy. T h e  first of the  present volumes deals with criteriology 
(pp. 346j. and the  second \vith ontology and theodicy (pp.  483). 
:I t reat ise  011 ethics, apparently, is not included in the  plan of 
the ivork. T h e  auilior makes use of the classical commcntaries 
on S t .  Thomas!  and he  shows hiiiiseif very n.ell versed in recent 
controversies and lvricings, and uses them to advantage.  His 
teaching throughout  is solidly Thomist ,  expresscd with clearness 
and profundity. I n  Criteriology he  follows t h e  doctrine es- 
pounded i n  11. 1Iari:ain's LL'S d e g r t s  dzi savoiv, and lvithin 
the limits possible in a nianual he gives  in copious footnotes, 
extracts and  quotatioils to justiiy and  make  clear his schematic 
expositions of o ther  theories. B.O'D. 

Maquart .  ( B l o t ;  n.p.) 

SOLITCDE ASD SOCIETT. By Xicolas Berdyaev. (Bles;  8s. 6d.) 
I t  is a commonplace of experience tha t  society need not mean 

the end of solitude, and 11. Berdyaev indeed maintains t h a t  it 
cannot. Society bclongs t o  lvliat he calls the  objective and 
therefore degraded n-orld, shared bj- general  catcgories. natural 
science, and  objective being and  metaphysics. In society we 
can  only have communication between individuals ; the  only 
cure for  solitude is  communion between persolis. Such in briel 
IS  the  message of the  book. Solitude is here too much con- 
sidered a s  a n  evil needing c u r e ;  its value as a means,  which 
may be deliberateiy chosen, of realising personal communion 
with God, n-e have not found presented. But  the  two chief 
faul ts  in this study in existential philosophy a r e  first and fore- 
most  a false  view of objectivity as unapproachable a n d  im- 
penetrable otherness ,  which is then used to  excuse the  discard- 
i n g  of everything connected with the  individuality of man (since 
individuality is a category of the  same class as generality, which 
is objective a n d  degraded)  ; and secondly a very deficient notion 



160 BLACKFRIARS 

of the nature of personality. -1 personalist philosophj- which 
teaches that personality is nothing substantial and that the 
Ego has to acquire it, thereby renders itself helpless in the face 
of aggressive society. But this point might be overlooked 
through the presence oi a certain vagueness concerning the 
Ego’s distinction from or identity with the personality ( e .g . ,  
c / .  pp. I I I and I jg). Society is thus knocked down with one 
hand, as objective, and set up again with the other, by the 
denial of the substantiality of personality. The  most valuable 
notion in the book is that of the personality as a centre of action 
(and, ive might usefully add, braving the dangers of ‘ objec- 
tivity ’, passion), rather thall a mere limiting principle to the 
rights of society, in which l ight  so many are content to treat 
of it. 

I .T. 
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