
O B I T E R  
-1 ( ~ . \ T H ~ I . I ( ~  \.iE\\- of the (l*kuti~eiiical niowment is provided b)- 
l*‘atliei, laii Ilislop, O.P., in  Ihccc V i v t o t t  ( S o .  9). He insists that. the 
Catholic attitiitle to Protestant eirenical activities must spring from 
‘funt1;unental theological considerations’. Arguments from histor-.  
riatioiial ciiltrire, political t.heorj a d  so on are useless, and m a -  be 
positively harmful, unltbss they are related to the basic question to 
which the theologian iriust seek ail ansn-er: what is the will of Christ 
for his people? The motives which have inspired many Protestant 
reunion movements-the need for unity in face of H growing pagan- 
ism, embarrassment caused by denominational rivalries in t.he foreign 
iiiission-field. t h o  desire for ;I coriiiiioii social action-may be noble 
in themselves, but thej- are inadequate as expressions of the full 
content, of our 1,ord’s prnj-er for unity. An inimediate need is ‘ the 
expounding of Catholic doctrine in such R n-a?, and n-ith the use of 
such termiiiology, that  Protestants m a -  iinderst.and what it means’. 

* * * * 
SP~S. \ I ,  I S J I ’ R I ~ ~ S .  it see~i i s .  ha\  t: strange effects. F. Hanseii-1,iiw-e. 
writing in T l o r t  7 t ~ d  Ct’nhreit (So. ti), quotes the v iew that Ki:Like- 
gaartl ‘s fall :is ii child is the Cleopatra‘s nose of existentialisill : 

According to the subtle researches of Magnusson, Kierkegaard’s 
‘prick of the flesh’ is nothing ot,her than a slight, malrtdjustment 
of the spine due to a fall from a tree in his childhood. This fall was 
to detcrniine Kierkegaard’s destiny, botli in its inner ancl exterior 
aspects. 

In  I,(( 1 - i ~  Iiitellecfic.c.llr (0ctol)er). 1’i.r~ I ) .  I)ubat.le. 0 . 1 ’ .  , a p i w  
fessor of the Institiit C‘atholique of Paris. coiisitlcrs the impact of the 
material on the spiritual a t  what is perhaps a higher level in a11 
authotitative article on ‘The biological sciences and Christian dogma’. 
After n lucitl summary of modcrn evolritionar>- hypotheses. Phre 
Diibarle concludes tha t  

a clear return to  the balance established by the theolog-j of St 
Thomas betweell. on the one hand, primary causality and the sys- 
tem of srcoiidary causes, and, on the other. het,n-een nature and 
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super-nature, will still provide the most effective key t,o a probleni 
handtd over t51 Christian t,liought bx the reneu-ul of biological 
scicnce. 

* * * * 
’ 1 ’ 1 1 ~  l’oLrsIr GIWIT of the Sword of the Spirit (51 Eatoii Place. S.M’.l) 
ha-; published a useful documentar:\ record of the Catholic Church i u  
l’oland during 1945-46, The ;\nglo-l’olish C,atholic Association. i i i  

its latest Hulletin. prints HII interesting article by Denis Gwynii 011 

the possihle effect of a Polish inirnipratioii 011 the Catholic life of this 
country. i)ra\l-irig an an:ilog,~ from the Irish immigixtioii of a. centiti,y 
:{go, I h  (;u.ynn concludes : 

It inipht set’in that t m i i  strong local settlenients, enabling the 
exiles to overcome tlic: ,sense. of loneliness and strangeness, united 
with the sense of co-operation fortified by the Catholic Church and 
inspired by t.he Catholic Faith,  the results may iricleed be fruitful. 

YIIE C ‘ H A S G L K G  IYo Ius ,  in its second nitinber, includes Gabriel 
Narcel’s ‘Testimonr- and Existentiulism ’, Lewis 3liimford’s ‘Social 
Effects of Atoriiic \Tar’, n n d  ail excellent ‘Alnieiicaii Letter’  b>- 
Kenneth 1)ouglas. The Editor proriiises the contiiiuitig collaboratioii 
of writers f rom outside Englaiid, and riglitly iiinintiiins t.hat 

it ~ v v o u l t l  be 8 sterilieiiig liniitation \ i . e i ~ ,  we to try to discuss the 
questioiis at issue purely in terms of what, is beiiig written in 
England. This applies obviously to political and social question?; 
011 which the ‘national’ outlook everywhere has become ,an expen- 
sive burden. . . . Minds. im England are suffering badly from the 
lack of fertilisation through adequate contact with thinking in the 
larger European campus. During this last war Englishmen were 
cut off from fellow-Europeans as they were during the Xapoleonic 
wars. The rcsult,s of these separat,ions of one people from another 
would be worth an historical study. S o w  various ICuropean goverii- 
ments are seeking aiiioiigst other ,solutions to their post-war econo- 
mic difficultics what, is i i i  fact the isolation of their citizens from 
those of other countries. If this seriously helps to bring a solution 
to one disaster i t  can only be a .short-sighted one and.breed another. 

THE CHASGISG SATIOS (Contact Hooks, 5s.) considers Stevenage and 
Arthur Homer ,  suburban architecture and the  economic prospects of 
South \\’ales. Mass-observation provides an analysis of ‘Narriage 
and Divorce in Postwar Britain’, and with its usual knonledgeable- 
ness gives its the  embarrassing pleasure tha t  comes from overhealing 
private conversations. But for those whom the Registrar General’s 
reports are not congenial reading. this article provides the facts 
which \Vhitehall itself admits are ‘siifIicientl:\- startling to render the 
matter of niore than statistical significancc‘. 

* * * * 

* * * * 
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573 BLACKFRIARS 

'l'm C'ROSS \SD THE L'LOCOII (:\lichaelnias) continues i ts  sturdy battle 
ior first priiiciples in agriculture. '\Ye conSuriie a great deal more 
than we produce, and our production is largely not primary'. -1nieri- 
can figures are quoted to  show t,he great,er productivity of small 
iartlls cornpared with large, and the presciit fashion for rnechaiiised 
iliethods 'does nothing but delay the satisfaction of our supreme 
i i c d ' .  To the layriian, the  delmtes o f  agricultural theorists seem as 
acrimonious and inconclusive as the vendettas tha t  divide the various 
sects of rnodern psychology. But i t  is something to be grateful for 
that  T h e  Cross and t h e  l ' l o ~ c y l ~  is not afraid to focus t h e  light. of 
coIiinic)n sense (not to speak of the Cliristiari sociology which is based 
:,n i t )  1x1 the preteiisions of the experts. 

' L ' I ~ E  .\IosTIi (October) has a chai~iic~teristic 'Approach to  Fatima'  from 
Fat he r 1 I ;wt i ndal t: . 
THE I ~ S T E I ~ N  CIIURCIIES QC.U~TI~XLY has a carefully-reasoned study 
')n t he  Definition of th(. .\ssiiiiiptioll of otir I ~ l y  by Doni Thoillas 
Rigby. 
'[HE: U ~ L I N  L ~ E V I E W  (-lututini), iii ail excellent iiumber that, recalls 
its foriiicr glories, includes '1l:endcncies it1 the Church of England' 
1))- t l ~ i i i i p l i ~ e ~ -  .J. T. ,Jolinson, which one may hope will be read by 
the ( ~ n o ~ i ~ - ~ i i n i i s )  nuthors of Anglicati 'chronicles' in the current issues 
o f  I r e j 7 i k o t ~  and D i e u  Vivutit. 
SOUSDI?;~;~  (October) prints C,olm Urogtin's view of 'Our Schools and 
Sclioolniasters'. ' I n  teaching, i is in nursing, the sense of vocation is 
(lying fast.. I t  is surcly nioru than a cdinciclence t'liat vocation is 
(1~ing  as beliei i n  God is decaying.' 

FIWN ( ;H:X.\SY l r b t t t w  are ~wel i i t ig  11s to express the grat.itude of 
Gelman teachers for tlie generous response of our readers to the  
:ippeal for books we printed in t'he Septenihcr issue of UIACRFRIAHS. 
Some parcels have arrived without, an indication of t,heir origin, 
; i t id  we are asked to thank all those who have helped. A teacher 
\\.rites frorii (ieilcnkilchen: 'Life is very hard here. B u t  we will con- 
tidently hope tha t  we get throuph. Sometiines we feel very depressed. 
I think hunger might. make saints. -111 n e  can clo is to hope and to 
pr:tj- that  finally all hatred and need may be conquered by love'. 

- ~ I . D A T E .  

* * * * 

* * * * 

C H R T S T l I - \ S  C A R D S  
'The Catholic .!ction Girls Organisation (C.A.G.O.) continues its 

pixistworthy campaign for the re-Christianisation of Christmas by 
pro1 iding, among other things, a selection of Christian Christmas 
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Garcls. The tell desigiis which are here oft'ered a t  iroiii l i d .  to 6d. each 
are attractive and varied in what may be described as a clean modern 
style. Aliss Urenda Hutherford contributes two nen- designs and 
readers will already know her simple a i d  unsopliisticated productioii. 
-1 complete set of Sample Cards may be l i d  for 2s. lld. post iree, 
and envelopes are supplied at. 5rl. per dozeii. (\\.rite t o :  C!.A.G.O..  
23 Uramham Gardens, S.IV.5j. 

EDWARD R. WESTBROOK is not to be forgotten wlien Christiaii 
Ch+ist,m;ts Cards are in questioii. He adds to his selection year b?- 
year with his own designs and those of Doris Pailthorpe, Kathleen 
M. LeighOon, Gilbert Slieedy, by. S. Kesterton, and again Brendti 
Rutherford. H e  iiow also ventures-and it is a very risky venture- 
to  reproduce Old Masters. The Cioveriimeiit have encouraged this 
risk)- performance by reducing the purchase tax on them from 100% 
to 33&%. H e  has selected Pilippo Iippi and Raphael (C.A.G.O. also 
suppork the latter) and his venture is comparatively successful. 
,%ltogether he offers 40 subjects in wrious sizes and c.olows u-it11 
envelopes to match and in addition to these his catalogue contains 
many more prayer cards and book markers. The prices are moderate 
and the styles will suit most tastes. (Edward R. Westbrook, 11 Uorset 
Road South, Bexhill). 

It E: v I E I V  8 
THE 1~hl tTII 'S  FAcF-Landscape i n  its relation t.o the liealtli of thti 

soil. Ry ghrenfried Pfeiffer. 11.D.. with a Foreword b -  Sir R. 
George Ftspledon, C,.B.E., F.R.S. (Fa'ber; 1%. 6d.) 

It is perhaps too seldom noted that the religious a.ttitude tolvards 
the soil was determined in Geiiesis, and that. 110 divine counterniaiid 
has been issued abrogating Adam's orders to live in a garden, work 
it aud watch over it.  Such a concept of agriculture is a challenge to 
all of us: especially as, since its d e c q  among those patriaidial 
Catholic communities who, in Europe, clung to it longest, it is being 
revived now, in the most ardent and practical spirit, by biologists 
who, wliatever the\- are, are certainly not. Catholics. Manj- of us. 
the Distributists for example, have felt that  the persistence of 
Christianity was bound up with t,he right ownership and use of the 
land; and the Holy See has reiterated this doctrine ever more forciblj- 
as the spiritual and material ruin wrought by proletarianism has 
become ever more evident. There are some of us-but not so many 
as is supposed-who cannot take active measures to help heal the 
earth's wounds, even though these wounds infect not onlj- our bodies 
but our souls. All, however, can welcome as allies those who do. 
From that standpoint Dr Ehrenfried Pfeiffer's new book is-as Sir 
George Stapledon suggests in the preface, he counts it 'a privilege' 
to w r i t e a  privilege, a duty and a very great pleasure to read. 

S o  book could ,be less difficult or dull. Although the Su-iss biologist 
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