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On the cover 1s mosaic 1images of Comet Hyakutake, taken at the University of Florida
Rosmary Hill Observatory on 25 March 1996 when the comet passed 0.1 AU from the
Earth. The images were taken using a CCD camera without any filter; the mosaic covers
8 x 10° km along the plasma tail. The coma surrounding the nucleus is visible at the right
hand edge of the mosaic. Also of interest 1s the disconnection event in the plasma tail of the
comet to the left. These disconnection events are thought to be associated with magnetic
sector boundaries in the solar wind. At the bottom of the picture is the face-on spiral galaxy
M101. The bright knots in the arms of the galaxy are HII regions. This image 1s part of a
larger mosaic shown below which depicts the coma and 29 degrees of the tail.

Credit: Photo by James M. De Buizer and James T. Radomski, University of Florida,
Dapartment of Astronomy. Copyright by the University of Florida.
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