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Evolutionary optimism has been translated by the spiritualists 
to a world which is assumed to be awaiting us  beyond death . . . 
the development of the spirits t o  the " higher spheres " is ac- 
complished by the good old means in which the evolutionary 
believers used to  have such touching confidence : education, 
ranging from kindergarten instruction for the little child spirits 
t o  specialised studies for the undergraduate spirits. The more 
learned and highly cultivated spirits . . . give lectures.' Spirit- 
ualism continues the development away from the terrors and 
intimacies of mystical vision which Protestantism began. The 
impatient yearning for God which naturally borrows its imagery 
from eroticism ' is not here. ' The conception of God is never 
that of a bridegroom, but of a good breadwinner.' 

To  record admiration for the proud independence of this mind 
is a privilege at this time, for its owner is both a Catholic and 
of Norway. 

F.P. 

R E V I E W  O F  P E R I O D I C A L S  

With its April number The Catholic World celebrates 
its seventy-fifth anniversary. The numlber includes, as was 
to be expected, a multitude of warm and welldeserved 
tributes and congratulations, and some articles recording 
the magazine's notable part in the history of Catholic 
journalism. The  Editorial is, naturally, more domestic 
than usual, but includes some characteristically pungent 
observations on the Catholic press, its ideal freedom and 
its actual conformism. 

In the April Thomist Fr. Walter Farrell, O.P., applies 
riprous scholastic method to the problems of democracy 
and representative government. E. F. Caldin contrilbutea 
an important, pioneerin amticle on ,Modern Physics and 

the principle, ' bonum est diffusivum sui ' under the head- 
ing of ' The Fecundity of Goodness.' Professor Mortimmer 
Adler continues his ' Problems for Thomists ' series. In 
The Commonweal (April 5 )  Professor Adler contributed an 
important paper on Docility and Authority and their func- 

Thomist Philosophy, an d Fr. Garrigou-Lagrange expounds 
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tjon in education in the contemporary cultural environ- 
ment. 

The  excellent Central-Blatt of S t .  Louis, Mo., is now 
more elegantly and aptly re-christened as The Social Jus-  
tice Revaeu; It has become a Yigorous advocate of lthe Co- 
operative mobement. 

Fr. Martindale, before Pis ill-timed visit to Copenhagen, 
l d t  behind him an outspoken and courageously realistic 
article on ‘ The Re-Christianising of Great Britain,’ which 
is published in the April Month. It complements some 
of the excellent letters which have a peared in T h e  Catlio- 

together with them is indicative of an awakening to the 
responsibilities and to the need of self-examination which 
confront English Catholics. Unhappily we may not expect 
to hear inore from Fr. Martindale for the present; it is to 
be hoped that this article of his will be given all the more 
serious consideration. 

In  the current Ire‘izikon, D m  0. Rousseau concludes his 
series Qu’est-ce qu’un Latin ’ This important contri- 
bution to the destruction of the walls of partition which 
divide Christendom should be speedily published in book 
form and translated. 

The  contents of the April Theology are as stimulating 
as ever. Mr. Paton’s ‘ The World of God and the World 
of Wells ’ presents in uncompromising form a view of the 
irreconcilable opposition between Christian teaching and 
the ethics of the ‘ good pagan ’; it is especially remarkable 
for its up-to-date paraphrase of the opening chapter of the 
Epistle to the Romans. 

Among the numerous articles which have come our way 
about the war, and especially about its efficient and find 
causes, the following, from neutral sources (though far 
from agreeing entirely among themselves), are among the 
more thoughtful and informati1 e--‘ Zur Theorie vom 
Lebensraum ’ and ‘ Vom Zynismus unserer Zeit,’ both in 
Schweizcrische Rundschau;  ‘ Is this war different? ’ by Dr. 
J. F. Fletcher {of U.S.A.) in Chiistendom; ‘War Objec- 
tives ’ by Fr. Daniel 31. O’Connell, S.J., in The Catholic 
W o r l d ;  ‘Confusions about the War ’-a strong pro-Ally 

lzc Herald’s ‘ Conversion of Englan 8. correspondence, and 
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staltement lby Mgr. .John A.  Ryan in T h e  Commonweal 
(March 94); and ' L'Eglise dans la tourniente ' by Abbe 
Jacques Leclercq in Ln Citt; Chrdtienne (March 20). 

The  Christian News-Letter continues its excellent work. 
Among its weekly Supplements, that of Mr. T. S. Eliot on 
' Education in a Christian Society ' and Dr. Oldham's re- 
flections on Sir Richard Acland's mmientous Unser Karizpf 
were specially noteworthy. 

PENGUIN. 
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