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The Society’s Byelaws set out the membership requirements as follows:

1. Anyone wishing to become a Fellow must be nominated by a Fellow of the Society and
a seconder, each acting on personal knowledge that the candidate is likely to be a suitable
and useful Fellow. The nominating Fellow and the seconder shall address the Secretary in
writing and give the candidate’s name, status, occupation and address.

2. A candidate for Fellowship may, instead of being nominated by a Fellow of the Society,
address an application in writing to the Secretary giving the required information above
and supported by a letter of recommendation from his head of department or supervisor
or other responsible person who need not be a Fellow of the Society.

3. It shall be within the power of the Council, on being satisfied as to the credentials of
any particular candidate in exceptional circumstances, to dispense with these conditions.

4. The annual subscription is: £ p
Fellows residing in the British Isles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70.00
If paying by direct debit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60.00
Fellows residing abroad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45.00
If paying by direct debit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.00
Fellows residing in South or Central Asia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.00
If paying by direct debit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.00
Student Fellows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00
If paying by direct debit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00
Affiliated Fellows residing at the same address, not receiving separate notices

or the Journal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

5. The first payment of subscription is due on election, but if a candidate is elected in
November or December of any year, the first annual subscription shall cover the year
beginning 1st January next after his election.

6. Annual subscriptions shall be due on the first day of January of each year.
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Ibn Khaldun 
An Intellectual Biography 
Robert Irwin

The definitive account of the life and thought of the 
medieval Arab genius who wrote the Muqaddima

“ Using his virtually unrivaled knowledge of the Mamluk 
world, Robert Irwin puts Ibn Khaldun in his context as 
no one else has done. . . . This is the work of a scholar 
at the height of his powers.”
—Francis Robinson, author of The Mughal Emperors

“ An exhilarating work of intellectual recovery.”
— Michael Dirda, Pulitzer Prize–winning critic and 

author of Classics for Pleasure and Browsings

Cloth  $29.95
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Royal Asiatic Society Digital Library 

In January 2018, the Society launched a Digital Library to showcase some of the 
treasures and highlights from its collections. These are now available to a 
worldwide audience, absolutely free, here: http://royalasiaticcollections.org/ 

The Digital Library already includes dozens of complete manuscripts, archives, 
paintings, and drawings, including: 

 Several exquisite Persian manuscripts, such as the Shahnamah of 
Muhammad Juki (RAS Persian 239), the Gulistan of the poet Sa’di (RAS 
Persian 258) and an autograph copy of the Masnavi of Zafar Khan (RAS 
Persian 310) 

 Several dozen Malay manuscripts from the Raffles, Maxwell, and 
Farquhar collections, including RAS Raffles Malay 18: the Sejarah Melayu 
(Malay Annals) 

 The digitized archive of Thomas Manning (1772-1840), Sinologist, 
mathematician, and explorer 

 Much, much more! 

We will continue to add new content to the Digital Library during the coming 
months and years. How the site develops will reflect user feedback. So, please 
visit the site and let us know what you think! 

The development of the Digital Library was generously supported by the 
Friends of the National Libraries.  
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notice to contributors

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society invites the submission of original scholarly articles on the anthropology, 
archaeology, architecture, art, history, languages, literatures, philosophies and religions of all parts of 
Asia. The Journal also welcomes proposals for special issues from guest editors which may, or may not, be 
based on conference proceedings. The Journal will also consider rigorously argued pieces of research of 
extended length. Authors are informed that the Journal is now published online through First View in 
advance of print publication.

Submissions
All editorial communications should be addressed to:

The Editorial Offi ce
cdb@royalasiaticsociety.org, or
Royal Asiatic Society
14 Stephenson Way
London NW1 2HD
UK

Submissions should be made electronically, formatted in ‘word.doc’ form and accompanied by a ‘pdf’. 
Delivery should be by email attachment to the editorial offi ce at cdb@royalasiaticsociety.org. If non-
Roman scripts or characters are used, these should be rendered in Unicode. We strongly discourage
 submission of articles formatted in ‘TeX’ or in hardcopy. Occasionally authors may wish to send CDs or USB-
sticks to the editorial offi ce by post. Postal correspondence should be addressed to:- The Editorial Offi ce, 
Royal Asiatic Society, 14 Stephenson Way, London NW1 2HD.

Submission of an article, or other item, implies that it has not been published or accepted for publication 
elsewhere. Authors are responsible for obtaining written permission to publish, in both print and 
electronic media, material for which they do not own the copyright and for ensuring that appropriate 
acknowledgements are included in their draft text or typescript. Authors of material accepted for 
publication will be asked to assign their copyright to the Royal Asiatic Society.
Authors will receive electronic proofs directly from CUP but in cases where an author does not have online 
access the Journal’s editorial offi ce will dispatch hardcopy proofs. All corrections should be returned to 
the Journal’s Editorial Offi ce.

References and notes should be typed in the form of the following examples :
1. G. H. Luce, Phases of pre-Pagán Burma: Languages and History (Oxford, 1985), i, pp. 171–178.
2. Ibid., p. 30.
3. C. E. Bosworth, “Ghaznevid military organisation”, Der Islam, XXXVI (1960), pp. 40–50.
4. M. Sharon, “The Ayyubid walls of Jerusalem”, in Studies in Memory of Gaston Wiet, ed.

M. Rosen-Ayalon ( Jerusalem, 1977), pp. 179–195.
5. B. Z. Kedar (ed.), Jerusalem in the Middle Ages ( Jerusalem, 1979), p. 122.

This journal issue has been printed on FSC-certifi ed paper and cover board. FSC is an  independent, non-
governmental, not-for-profi t organization established to promote the responsible management of the 
world’s forests. Please see www.fsc.org for information. 
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