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In h i s own w o r k s , the a u t h o r h a s c h o s e n to do no m o r e than 
to give a d e s c r i p t i o n of the d i f fe ren t r e a l m s of sc ien t i f i c d i s c o v e r y , 
i t s p r i n c i p a l f a c t o r s and i t s e s s e n t i a l a s p e c t s , wi th e x a m p l e s d r a w n 
f r o m the v a r i o u s f i e l d s . He c e r t a i n l y does no m o r e ; in fac t , he 
a c c o m p l i s h e s m u c h l e s s . 

The f i r s t c h a p t e r , which i s s i m p l y but a m b i t i o u s l y en t i t l ed 
" M a t h e m a t i c s " , con ta ins l i t t l e m o r e than a. s e l e c t i o n f r o m 
H a d a m a r d ' s wel l known book on the p sycho logy of inven t ion in 
m a t h e m a t i c s , a u g m e n t e d by a n o t h e r s e l e c t i o n f r o m P o i n c a r e ' s 
n o n - t e c h n i c a l w r i t i n g s . B r i e f e n t r i e s a r e m a d e about E l i e C a r t a n 
and J . F o u r i e r . 

The following c h a p t e r s d e a l with " T h e o r e t i c a l S c i e n c e s " 
(4 1/2 pages ) and " O b s e r v a t i o n a l S c i e n c e s " (5 p a g e s ) . H e r e the 
e x c e r p t s a r e f r o m de B r o g l i e and Claude B e r n a r d . 

T h i s i s a n adequa t e d e s c r i p t i o n of P a r t 1. T h e r e a r e two 
o t h e r p a r t s : F a c t o r s in D i s c o v e r y , and v a r i o u s a s p e c t s of D i s ­
c o v e r i e s . 

F o r r e a s o n s of h i s own the a u t h o r chose to exc lude b i o ­
c h e m i s t r y , p s y c h o l o g y , geo logy , m e t e o r o l o g y e t c . f r o m the r e a l m s 
of sc ien t i f i c d i s c o v e r y . While he d i s c u s s e s b io logy , he d o e s not 
m e n t i o n , to give an e x a m p l e , H a r v e y 1 s d i s c o v e r y of the c i r c u l a t i o n 
of the b lood . He h a s some th ing to say about m e d i c i n e and " i a t r o -
c h e m i s t r y " , but the word " b i o c h e m i s t r y " d o e s not a p p e a r in the 
book - a l though t e r m s such a s " t w o - d i m e n s i o n a l c h r o m a t o g r a p h y " 
m a k e an o c c a s i o n a l a p p e a r a n c e . N e i t h e r H e i s e n b e r g ' s n a m e n o r 
P l a n c k ' s i s m e n t i o n e d , n o r the v e r y e x i s t e n c e of the u n c e r t a i n t y 
p r i n c i p l e or P l a n c k ' s c o n s t a n t . On the o t h e r hand t h e r e a r e 
plent i ful r e f e r e n c e s to r a t h e r o b s c u r e and r e l a t i v e l y unknown 
w r i t e r s , e s p e c i a l l y of F r e n c h w r i t e r s . 

The book i s p l e a s a n t l y w r i t t e n and the t y p o g r a p h y and p i c t u r e -
p l a t e s a r e e x c e l l e n t . 

C o n s i d e r i n g the m e a g r e content of the book , i t s p r i c e of $10 
i s bound to c o m e down soon a f t e r i t s a p p e a r a n c e . 
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