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the Church-even supposing, what is manifestly difficult or there 
would not be all this internal dispute about it, that the ' intention ' 
of the Anglican Church is capable of accurate definition. The 
Elizabethan settlement was designed to be inclusive. How success- 
fully, the whole history of the Anglican Body shows. 

And, above and beyond any question of the validity of Orders, 
there remains a deeper issue : did not the Anglican body, by the very 
fact of calling itself into separate existence, thereby cut itself off 
from the unity of the Church? Dom Dix is not unaware of this 
problem ; and of others also, as the sad ending of his study shows. 
In this work, there is little indeed of the urbane and charming im- 
pertinence which made the domestic strife of A Detection of 
Aumbries such a joy to read. 

LUKE TURNER, O.P. 

' rHE LANNIHILATION OF MAN. By Leslie Paul. (Faber ; 8s .  6d.). 
At first sib.ht one might think that the title indicated a war book, 

whereas in fact it is a most skilful diagnosis of the many ills, at 
bottom spiritual, which afflict this post-Christian world and of which 
the present war is a culminating symptom. The  title is terrifying 
in its pessimism, while the book itself in large measure justifies the 
title. First come penetrating studies of Capitalism, Marxism and 
National Socialism; all no doubt the sort of thing that has been 
done before, familiar to readers of Drucker, Rauschnig, Mannheim, 
Borkenau and (on Marxism) H. G. Wood, but here presented with 
force and with point. 

Particularly well done is the section entitled The Revolt of German 
I'outh where the author shows that the denial of Liberalism and 
Marxism led, though not inevitably, to Nihilism. Not inevitably 
because ' in another age  these crude and generous impulses might 
have led to a religious vocation, to vows of chastity, poverty and 
mendicancy. But the life of the Trappist solitary or barefoot 
Capuchin is real only if you believe in the Cross, which was jbst 
what German youth coiiltl not do. The  destructive criticism of the 
society it was inself denying had made certain of that.' More thzn 
the youth of Germany had ceased to believe in the Cross, though 
their God was Science and Knowledge rather than Blood and Soil. 
But the end result is the same : spiritual and material irrationality. 

The remedy is to be found in Christianity, and here Mr. Paul's 
sure step falters. H e  is anxious to be just to Christianity and its 
' failure,' but he knows less about it and its founder than he knows 
about Communism and Marx or Fascism and Mussolini. May we 
hope for a further instalinent, The Restoration of Man, where the 
nebulous will become determined, the vague give place to positive, 
belief issue in Faith. 

J .  Frrzsrmns. 




