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appear to have been dealt with sketchily. nu t  the book is ,a pleasing 
and informative introduction to a subject which would well repay a 
more detai!ed and critical analysis. 

N.G. 

RIJSFIA THROZJGII THE CENTIJKIES. By hf. Philips I'rice, hi.A., 

hlr. Price was Muizchesf e y  GzrnrdiLciz correspondent in Russia dur- 
ing the ycars 1914-18, 2nd he is convinced that ' the outlook of the 
Russian and Anglo-S,axon world are not hostile but coniplcrncntary 
to each other, and hmoth are rooted in the past.' Since a closser un- 
derst:inding beiween the two peoplos is inipcrativc, lie has c:ideav- 
oured to contribute towards that acliieveinent by writing this out- 
line account of the historical background of thc U.S.S.K. 

The result is a n o t  very successful attcrilpt to cviiiprcss :I thousand 
years of history into 130 pages; it is disconcerting- to find the story 
of Vladimir's choosing between the different religions presented as  
a cer fah  fact, Rasputin once again referred to a s  a ' tiissolute monk ' 
(dissolute, very ; but neither monk iior priest), sudi phrases as ' cle- 
mental uprising of the Slav soul, ' and the murder of the last Romaiiov 
tsar called a ' singularly unromantic martyrtlom.' More serious is 
the impression we get that the bolshcvili regime is not so bad after 
all, partly b'ecause the Russia.ns were used to that sort of thing, that 
iks methods were no worse than that ' tlicy would be rogardcd by the 
Anglo-Saxon world a s  unduly threatening to civil libcrtics ' (would 
Mr. Price write of the Gestapo in that Coi)l w a y ? ) ,  atid such implica- 
tions as that the famines of 1931-32 were cntil-ely clue to peasant 
sa'botage. However, Mr. Price frankly sdmits- that ' the iicw con- 
.stitution exists o n  lpaper only.' 

F.R.G.S., M.P. (Allen & Unwin; 5s . )  

D.i\. 

THE FOREIGN hfISSInNS OF THE RUSSIAN O R T H O D O X  L H C R C H .  By 
Serge UolshakoR'. (S,.P.C.K. ; 3 s .  6~1.) 

Mr. Rolshakoff ,adequately refute,s the oft-rcpcated accusation that 
the Russian Church is lacking in missionary activity and zeal for 
souls. He  tells of the conversion of Vladiniir, and shows how the 
Russian State and the Russian Chur.ch, hand in  lilantl, overcame the 
Mongol hordcs, and stretched out across the wastes of Sib'crin. Not 
content with that, Russian missionaries crossed over into Alaska, 
h a m  1821 to 1867 a Russian dependency, to preach to the Indians 
under the direction of the saintly Iiinocellt Vcniaininov. Evcn out- 
side the Empire missions were founded in China and Japan. I t  is i n  
the latter country that Russian missionaries achicvcd thcir greatest 
success owing to the w,ork of Archbishop Nikolai, #and even to-day 
the Russian Orthodox community is a living force in the Christian 
life of Japan. 
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The subject mat ter  of this work extcnds far  beyond \ \ha t  is usually 
terined foreign missionary work,  and one section, tha t  deal ing with 
the relations bctween the 'Unia ts  ' and Orthodox in Central  Europe,  
hardly presents a fair picture. T h e  text  is overladen with da tes  and 
minor det,ails which might  with profit have given place to  a fuller 
trcii:nient o f  t h e  missionary methods of such men as  Archbishop 
Nikolai. A x r i o u s  def'iTt, common to m x i j  b o o k  on thc missions, 
is the lack of a sketch-map. 

I .H. 

'1'iiE ' I ' IIEOLOCY OF ~ I I S S I O N S .  By Geoltrey illleu. (S.C.11. Press; 

c, . d ~ 1 0 1 1  ~ \ I lcn ' s  work serves as a n  excellent introduction to tnis- 
siondry prol,lems 213 they are viewed i i i  I'rotcstant and  Anglicuil 
circles. Lathoiics crlii rejoice in the fact that inissionary work is no  
longer understood by non-Catholics as iiidividuai evangelisation but 
as a n  iiltegral par t  of the  Church's activity-a direct result of our 
Lord's cuminissiori to  the  ;\pestles. 1 ts specific object, as Canon 
.\llc'n tells u s )  is the establishnicnt of a living Christian community- 
a i d  in this concept we see rellected the inllucnce of Pere Charles 
and the Lmtivain School. 'l'his community is the visible witness to 
Christ i l l  a pagan world. 

I t  is refresliing to lind so much  dogmatic: mat ter  in a work on the 
missions. l~~special ly  valuable is the  summary  of the controversy 
arihilig from Ur.  Kraemcr 's  application of the 'l'heology of Krisis 
to  missionary problems. .We are, howcvcr, unable to  accept Canon 
.-\llcn's reviv.al of Orig-en's universalism as a solution. There is also 
much s t in iu l a t ing  mat te r  concerning- the rclation of the missionary 
t o  the people with whom he  conies in contact. O n e  most important  
point stressed in this contcxt is the  need for relating >Vestern theo- 
logi.cal and philosophical terms to Eastern thought  t'orms as a pre- 
requisite fu r  profitable niission.ary work.  

Canvn :Ucn h a s  a very s t r o n g  sense of the corporate  na ture  of the 
Church, a n d  of the  fact  that: what  a r e  called foreign missions a r e  a 
necessary expression of its universality. .l'hese two t ru ths  are used 
sliilfully by him as a basis for a rgument ,  but are left vague in them- 
~ . c l v c ~ s  ,and their i rnp l i~ i t ions  have nut 11ecn analysed with sullicicnt 
care. 11: the  dogmatic  field this means that  Canon :\Ilcn has  failed 
t o  see th::t 1)i.re Charles' theory is bawd oii the  divine commission 
to a Churcli which is visilily one; and cc.nscqtic'ntly, in practice, we 
Iiave 110 nic:atis 0 1  knoiving wliat Canon i\llen nic'iins by the  Chris- 
tinil comiiiunity. \ i 'e I'wr that i t  is 1iotIiii)X inore than ;in abstraction 
j roiii (:xisting C1iristi;in sec'ts, o r  t l i c  to;:ility o i  ~ u c l i  sects united in 
ihc  Spirit,  :is we pray tha t  they may bc, as a prelude to a dcepcr 
Linkxi and a inore perfect sacrifice of obedience. 

2s. 6d.) 

IAS HISLOP, O.P. 




