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progressively rarer’ and ‘in more recent times, Papal interventions closely
affecting politics have been rare’.

This tendency the author approves; today it is principally in Encyclicals
that ‘the Holy See recalls to the nations and to their governments the
great Christian principles which should govern political, social, economic
and international affairs’, So, finally, the process is thus described: ‘In other
days the Holy See led the still infant nations by the hand and took to task
their princes. Nowadays where adult nations are concerned, it is no longer
by means of such temporal procedure that the Church asserts her pre-
eminence; she does so instead by means of teachings, the magisterial
character of which commands respect.’

Thus, paradoxically, it is the Christian doctrine about the civil power
which lies at the root of the secular idea of the State, a notion alien to the
early pagans. John of Paris as a disciple of St Thomas stresses that the
State is founded in the natural order and must there be given recognition.
The Encyclicals of Leo XIII and other more recent pontiffs emphasise the
fact that the State lies in the natural order, the Church in the super-
natural.

Unfortunately, however, in an agnostic or heretical modern world, out-
side the faithful, the vital distinction between the orders has largely been
lost or become meaningless; so while this book may be most valuable to
an instructed Catholic, for the mass of the people it is feared it will be
almost unintelligible. Still, we must persevere with patience to educate,
and this study will be of no small utility to help to educate the educators,

HEeNrRy SLESSER

EuseBe peE Cesarek. Livres I-1V. Texte grec. Traduction et annotation
par Gustave Bardy. (Sources Chrétiennes: Les Fditions du Cerf;
1,350 frs.)

Eusebius is one of our primary sources of knowledge for the first three-
and-a-half centuries of Christian history and it must be maintained that
both in his use of sources and in his interpretation he is worthy of the title
of historian. His thesis was to show that there was a ‘succession’ in the
whole life of the Church, but it is perhaps not surprising that he allows
his own personal bias to influence his judgments. He was no lover of
Athanasius and his own views colour strongly what he says of the Logos
in his first Book.

The present edition uses the classic text of Schwartz, but M. Bardy
does not here elaborate on the difficult questions connected with the
revisions the History underwent at Eusebius’s own hands. What notes there
are, and there are not nearly enough, are illuminating, while the transla-
tion is scholarly and lucid.

This work forms part of a great project which hopes to present texts
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and readable translations of the Fathers and ecclesiastical writers to the
French public. Anything which spreads the knowledge of Christian texts
is welcome as serving to deepen our appreciation of the riche= of the
tradition of the Church. Nonetheless these source-texts are difficult and
require, at least for the non-specialist reader, much more interpretative
commentary than they have been given. They are fragments of a living
tradition and they need to be presented as parts of that tradition. Each
has its individuality, and often its peculiar bias; each is a2 fragmentary
witness. The first centuries of the life of the Church are magnificent, but
the Church lives on; in returning to these centuries we must not lose sight
of the valid teachings of other generations which serve to clarify many
points. There is no going back on the guidance of the Holy Spirit as
expressed in any age, and while we must feed on the Fathers, we must not

use them as an escape from the scholastics.
lan HisLop, o.p.

PrimiTive Max ano His WoreLp Picrure. By W. Koppers. (Sheed and

Ward; 16s.)

Dr Koppers is an associate of Father Schmit, and his ethnological
theories derive in a large measure from him. His present work is at once
interesting and irritating. It is interesting in that it contains a good deal
of the findings of field workers, The chapter on the religion of the Bhils
is a case in point and even more rewarding is the section on the Yamana
of Tierra del Fuega. The latter, on the authority of Darwin, were long
regarded as ‘godless’, but in 1922 Koppers and Gusinde were put on the
track of evidence which led to the discovery that the Yamana believed in
a Supreme God. Dr Koppers makes it clear that this belief was not derived
from their contacts with Europeans. In parenthesis, it is an unpleasant
thought that these people would not speak to missionaries of their deepest
convictions since they were made to feel that their religious ideas would
be regarded as mere nonsense.

The book is irritating in that it introduces a great deal of irrelevant
academic controversy and because of its ‘either-or’ method of demonstration
which frequently overlooks ‘third’ possibilities—particularly those arising
from psychological considerations. In spite of these defects the book does
serve a purpose in that it presents evidence often ignored in books on the
origin of religion——though it may well be doubted whether anthropology
is In a position to pronounce on this subject.

Ian HisvLop, o.p.

Samwr Francis Xavier. By James Brodrick, s.y. (Burns Oates; 30s.)

It cannot be said .that we in England, whether Catholics or Protestants,
are lacking in appreciation of that very great man and missionary, St
Francis Xavier; yet there has been a lack of a really satisfactory biography
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