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Few areas of research have witnessed such remarkable advan-
ces as seen in human and mammalian cytogenetics in the
past two decades. It has been transformed into a virtually
indispensable tool in various branches of medicine, in gene-
tic counseling, and in cancer therapy, and has also become
important in human genetics, somatic cell genetics, cell bio-
logy, and evolutionary science.

Human and Mammalian Cytogenetics describes the events
that led to the explosion going on today in this area. Here
is the story "behind the story" of the major discoveries and
the circumstances surrounding them, and the mistakes.
It is a highly personal and an engagingly fresh approach to
the history of cytogenetics, written by one of the central
figures in its development. A blend of personal reminiscen-
ces, history and much wisdom, the book achieves a concise
account of modern mammalian cytogenetics as perspective
and unique as the author himself. This is the kind of scien-
tific history book that only comes along once in a decade.
It is a book that should be read by every biologist, and
which will surely inspire many young readers to become the
biologists of the future.
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