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Tt shine into and overcome his dark self. He must discover
imself as he really is, not as he would like to be, and allow
¢ sacramental grace to transform this reality.

Pe hat we look for today are witnesses to the Gospel of
Oraci’ men who will take Peace, as they have taken Religion,

tI‘UetPelr' vocation by self-dedication and vow. These will be

ot acifists, peace-makers, fed by the Body of Christ and

2§t li{g towards every single man on earth, whether he be

i Alinor a Churchill, a striker or a murderer, 2 man under
Justice and oppression or an inciter to race hatred, with

t . .
él}?r.same peaceful spirit that sees them all as brethren in
1st,

X P e

PROBLEMS OF THE PACIFIST
NOTES FOR A TALK ON PEACE
Dororay Day

N.the fortieth annual social week held in Pau, France,
WIS year the subject under discussion was ‘Peace’. There
0y as a brief note in the Denver Register calling attention
Whichett?crl of Monsignor Montini, pro-Secretary of State,
v megal ‘ that ‘this examination of the problems of peace
When of faith, thought and action is most timely today
in umen s souls are more troubled than ever before. Never
Wor] d-\;!cll history “has greater discord been known. This
Tt fee sl e dlSScp&o_n invades the daily lives of the people.
eologicand maintains social conflict. Its origins are of an
v b 4 as much as of an economic nature. It eats into the
effect Szrts of families and institutions. Its psychological
ag of pep; the will-power and cloud judgment. Even the
Mankind » ¢e, unfurled for partisan ends, frequently divides
Fath?: I(S),a good sentence to open on, when I remember how
id ¢ on onnor, theologian of the diocese of New York,
© talk , € time that it was as much as one’s life was worth
Wag beingout pacifism at the Catholic worker. Fr O’Connor

Umorous, but unfortunately it has often been the
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reason for acrimonious dispute, thereby violating the spir
of peace that should be present in discussion.

In a recent weekend at Peter Maurin Farm, there wef®
no priest speakers, the conferences were with laymen, at
no priests were available to participate in the discussion®
We know a number of pacifist priests: Father Frant®
Meenan, of Nowalk, the Holy Ghost Father, who sent bat*
his registration card to his draft board, to repudiate the
registration which was compulsory for clerics as well as 1a¥
men; Fr Joseph Meenan, his brother in the Pittsbur_gh‘
diocese, did the same; also Fr John J. Hugo, Fr Mario®
Casey, Fr Judge, Fr Harvey Egan, and some others. Nof®
of these priests was able to get away from parish duti®®
Fr Judge and Fr Casey both gave five-day retreats this y¢¥
at Maryfarm, Newburgh. Complete silence was kept by the
retreatants so that the Holy Spirit might speak to the!
hearts. )

They were laying the foundations of peace there. The/
were dealing with fundamentals. “Who is God??, that gré?
question of St Thomas Aquinas. ‘What is man that thou at
mindful of him?’ the question of King David. We firmlf
believe that without these answers there is no possibility qs
peace in the natural order. As Ivan Karamazov said, it'
impossible to love man if one does not believe, This is alm®®
to deny the natural goodness of man, but I think most 0 '%s
realise, from living in community, what this means. It
not natural to love one’s enemies. to turn the other ¢he®’
to give double when asked, to relinquish freely when thi®
are taken from one. It is always argued that the Sermon ?
the Mount contains counsels, not precepts, yet our Lot
said: ‘A new precept I have given you, that you love othe’?
as I have loved you’. And he loved us to the shedding ‘IJY
blood, to the laying down of his life for us. The 0%}
measure of love is to love without measure. We have ?
yet resisted the spirit of the world unto blood, as St ps
said. We have not yet begun, most of us. o

Most of these priest friends of ours would rather & *
retreats, which contain the whole plan of God for Pe*f
They preach the folly of the Cross. ‘Unless the grai®.
wheat fall into the ground and die, it will bear no ¥
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Unless the vine is pruned, the grapes will be small and puny.
N fless the tree is pruned, the apples are meagre, all pulp
nd pips, The examples of this are all around us in the
"atural order, It is the order of God, too.
nat'one of the Popes said that the same principles applied to
cipllons as applied to individuals. He was speaking of prin-
Wa.ses of morality, and justice in the natural order, Our Lord
na Spea_kmg to the New Man, and was speaking of super-
tura] justice. There should be no conflict.
Pa, hen we consider the Benedictine abbeys, whose motto was
culy and how they preserved a synthesis of cult, culture and
. vation through pursuing their ways of peace in spite of
. nvasions by the Goths and Huns and Mongols, one can
well Ow the conquered often overcame the conqueror. I am
CI.uSEKiﬁquuaunted with the fact that St Bernard preached
the ?csf and that though men of God laid down their arms
often 1d not expect others, the laity, to do so, and that too
Th Peace and the sword went together. .
con ferese are some of the problems we should discuss in peace
Singg enhces. What about St Bernard, St Catherine, these
Sixteenv:ho preached crusades? What about the saints of the
brother century, St Teresa of Avila, for instance, whose
£ bapy; went to the new world to reap their fortunes and
Wenp S the infidel? Greed and zeal of God’s glory so often
together, And Christ’s message was so different. He
ne%mee.k and lowly of heart, He was born in a stable and
" tried for power and glory.
of ¢ fizi‘e, too, is another problem. How square the poverty
e Ves:t with the glory of St Peter’s and the Vatican, the
quesft{lents, the jewelled chalices, the processions? These
ers, , lons always brought up by our non-Catholic bro-
peace’\mong whom we are thrown by our very love for
ragyg uakers, Brethren, Mennonites, the Brothers 1in
and SChiZ and England, our eastern brothers of the uniate
Who oven(l;atlc churches, the Protestants, all these believers
Siong od and their brother and yet are torn with dissen-
Wamd wars,
We areegrwe stress voluntary poverty as a requisite for peace,
a]] St of all thinking of ourselves. To be very practical,
© are holding jobs, earning a living for their families,
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are faced with the fact that if they follow their conscient
they will have to refuse some jobs, they will lose other
perhaps be evicted from their homes, or their property Wi
be confiscated, their bank accounts raided, and all in th¢
name of collecting an income tax, eighty per cent of which
goes for preparation for war, for the making of atom bom
and hydrogen bombs.

It is hard to see how we can take up the issue of pea®
without discussing taxes. I have a friend who argues thé!
just as we are expected to give alms without question, to al
who ask, regardless of what use they make of the money:
to buy drink, to gamble, or for some other evil purpos®
and we are not partakers of the blame, so we should p#
income tax, too. Give to him who asks, she says; if the St
asks for your coat, give your cloak, too.

This is the type of reasoning we get nowadays. Whe?
poverty and chastity are discussed, we should also cons.ld"'r
obedience since it is in the name of obedience that my frie?
thinks we should pay taxes. I maintain that we must
obedient to God rather than to man. That when the Sta®
says, Register, be drafted into the army or go to jail, we:
obedient when we go to jail. We are offered an alternati®
We take it. We can be free men in jail. All history sho®
this. .

It is fear of jail and fear of the loss of income for th
family that causes so much hesitancy in this search for peac®

It would be good to read a lot of prison literatur® ;
learn how political prisoners used their time and enduf®
their hardships in order to prepare for what was to Con.lt);
How many priests, monks, brothers, nuns—clergy and Jat
—have been imprisoned this last decade all over the wor
We are living in a time of persecution. "

When we justify ourselves for our possessions and por
to the corporal wealth of the Church, I’d like to point %4
two things. First is that the main reason for the pomp *
ceremony and the gold and the frankincense offered uP: ,
because men realise their own inadequacy to give hon? s
praise and worship to God. It is a recognition of o
power, his transcendence, expressed in visible form, 1%
nising that man is made up of the body and its sens®
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“{ell. as the soul and its interior senses. Just as music and the
‘Inging of hymns appeal to the ear, the vestment appeals
O the eye, the incense to the nose, the kneeling and rising
expr€§81ng in bodily attitudes reverence, contrition, appeal,
E’omhlp.. We worship by prostrating ourselves, by kneeling,
cg] Standing with arms outstretched. And just as we are self-
SOnscmus about love and expressing love for each other,
T We are self-conscious about expressing love for Geod.
O Sign ourselves with the sign of the cross is to show that
me a1s0 wish to bear this ignominy of the cross. (But do we
mzaf’l 1t?) Reading of the building of the temple in Solo-
Tns time shows the transcendence.
he other thing ’d like to call attention to is that over
hey Over again through history, the Church has relinquished
the Wealth which has been confiscated by barbarians or by
th tate. Individuals, the human element which makes up
out ; urch, may rebel to see the work of their lives wiped
the ; the way of schools, hospitals, orphanages—means for
tear t}?f_ks of mercy—but they accept it. They groan, they
lyn “ZI‘ hair, rend their garments and write in the Brook-
l°ngea ler about the ‘fiends’, no longer man, mind you, no
Spiritr bmade up of body and soul, temples of the Holy
in ar;d ut-the demons who are communists who are despoil-
Ossens ravishing and seizing the persons of bishops and the
up ¢ elons of the Church, and they do all they can to build
$Pite ofwar spirit in the name of God and the State; bz in
imme Such outcry, which has always been made from time
ve :“;;13-1 and which it is ‘only human’ to make, we still
d°0rste 1shop Ford who prays, ‘Grant us, Lord, to be the
And i P by which the multitudes may come to worship thee.
ang ¢ ;;n the saving of their souls, we are ground underfoot
thee ip SO“POH, and worn out, at least we shall have served
ecome tlzne small way in helping pagan souls; we shall have
q ¢ King’s Highway in pathless China.’
hrist’s wheat’, St Ignatius had said long before
. am to be ground by the teeth of beasts that I
_ aCOme .8ood bread.’
Ing becatllZ:ptl}I;‘lt this is. And this is what we should be study-
At this § 18 1s the beginning of peace.

1
ptember conference, Ammon Hennacy, who was
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baptised last year on the feast of St Gregory the Wonder
Worker, talked of fasting and picketing for peace, and ©
his life at hard manual labour which enables him to 1iv
without paying income tax. He put his two daughters
through Northwestern university music school while living
this way, so he has a right to talk of its practicability. H¢
may have more physical strength and endurance than most
of us, but this business of fasting and hard labour is the begi®;
ning of physical strength, too. Most of the saints were ?f
fragile constitution and bore many physical infirmities %
their sharing of the suffering of the world. Strength and
endurance is very much a matter of the spirit.

A great deal of the talk about peace is on purely th® -
worldly level, and I want to say right now that I think?
great deal of this talk is a waste of time and has nothif
to do with this conference. Such natural matters as how ‘]0
earn a living, how to conduct oneself on the job, or in J3"
or in the family—this, on the contrary, is very much to the
point. J

We must see the natural in the light of the supernatur®”
as baptised Christians who have vowed to war against ¢ ¢
world, the flesh and the devil. How our lives square W!
these vows we have made, whether we really believe, W_hz’
help we are seeking to keep these vows. These are the 1
portant things. I cannot stress this enough. Hard wo™
penance, and prayer—these are spiritual weapons.

Most people are immediately discouraged because W€
not make clear the difference in the order of intention
execution. We must have our intention firmly fixed in mi
We must ‘make our intention’. This is clumsy terminplogty‘;
but carries the implication of creativity. If we are goibg o
California, we order our life and doings to that end. 1f -
are going to get married, everything we do takes that trem® J
dous fact into consideration. Love on the human level 5t
love on the supernatural level makes all things new, # &
Paul says. If we could begin to see our mission, the ¥o
God wants us to do, our pacifism, as a talent given us by o
which we must trade with till he comes! If we begin 92,
this fresh outlook on the work we have to do, of rese? ot
of personal reform, if we could just determine to start
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10w, this year, this day, in living like peacemakers, we could
%3y with King David the psalmist, ‘Now 1 have begun, this
Change is from the hands of the most high’. To begin is
®Verything, To make a determined beginning. One might
2Most say. ‘to wans to begin’, It goes back as far as that.

€ trouble is, most of us do not want to set foot on that
Path, because we feel we are shutting ourselves off from life
Y such decisions. We want to try all the other remedies

St, the remedies which the world has been trying, with all
Cf?riimd will, but without result, because it was without

eWe dop’t want to set foot on that path because we think
es:r € gong to fall down a precipice, into an abyss of loneli-
Orrgnd isolation. A good many converts know this fear and
life atr - T elt it myself when I was forced to give up married
it o the age of twenty-nine for the rest of my Flays. To me
Eve one of those chq1qes, like Abraham sacrificing Isaac.
Tyone has these decisions to make, over and over again.
the:e refuse to make one, or if we choose the easier way,
ver od offers it to us again, perhaps n anot_her form.
ter a(lf over again he says, as he said three times to St
many’ch ovest thou me more than these?” He gives us so
Once 1 ances, My fear is that if we don’t make this choice,
bling tO often we refuse, and then we become, little by little,
50 fear(f) ﬁle promptings of grace, and then, as St Paul said
We’vu ¥, grace is withdrawn from us.
Ceased te all seen this in the tired radical, in those who have
ldealismo Struggle, who talk cynically of the enthusiasm, the
of youth,
the po oW that it is hard. ‘It is a fearful thing to fall into
a';‘HC_is of the living God.’
Whe wzls”}lle Gordon wrote me recently about a friend of hers
WOrst ene au?ted by a sentence of Kierkegaard, ‘God 1s man’s
that hr.m,Y - I know what he meant. Kierkegaard also said
Inankindlsuamty was the most terrible wound inflicted on
angd g, onaventure put it, however, in another way,
We I think we must look at it in two ways before
With ¢ ee rstand it. ‘Pierce my innermost heart, dear Jesus,
the hears“feet wound of thy love,” Well, we know that when
tis Prerced, we die. We ask for so much in our

Sometime
S
und
h
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prayers, but we do not mean it.

Probably what makes it hardest of all is this. Our pacifis?
seems diametrically opposed to ninety-nine per cent of the
Church. There is Fr Ude in Austria, Fr Stratmann in Ger-
many, Fr Pierre Lorson in France, though he writes 08
conscientious objection, not pacifism. There are the priests
I have mentioned.

And then there are saints through the ages. There is'2
St Francis of Assisi, who, at the time of the Crusades, went
personally to the Sultan. ' '

Why don’t we take St Francis as our patron and guide
for this coming year, and study his life, read as much about
him as we can, in the light of the history of his day, *
relation to ours? He was obedient to the Pope and yet B
seemed to go against many of the prelates of his day. It W&
his Bishop who took him in when his own father failed hut

Today we too have many friends among the hierarchf
even though they seem to stand diametrically opposed
our position on pacifism. Cardinal McIntyre blessed me whe?
I saw him last Christmas Eve and he has told me never ¥
give up this work, this Catholic Worker, which he said ##
a difficult and delicate work being done in the Church toda}'
People shudder at some of our ideas, our ideas on the Stat°
and on war and peace, but when they look at our work 2
a whole in the Catholic Worker movement, they accept '
as a whole. The fact remains that we continue, after twent
years. We stand forth as witnesses to the height and brea J
and depth of the Church which is the Body of Christ, ?na
of which we are all members, or potential members. It 1%
matter of vocation. We are called to be peacemakers, to g‘;’d
up all and take up our cross and follow Christ. May
give us all strength this coming year, to follow.
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