
In this innovative analytical account of the place of emotion and embodiment 
in nineteenth-century British surgery, Michael Brown examines the chang-
ing emotional dynamics of surgical culture for both surgeons and patients 
from the pre-anaesthetic era through the introduction of anaesthesia and 
antisepsis techniques. Drawing on diverse archival and published sources, 
Brown explores how an emotional regime of Romantic sensibility, in which 
emotions played a central role in the practice and experience of surgery, was 
superseded by one of scientific modernity, in which the emotions of both 
patient and practitioner were increasingly marginalised. Demonstrating that 
the cultures of contemporary surgery and the emotional identities of its prac-
titioners have their origins in the cultural and conceptual upheavals of the 
later nineteenth century, this book challenges us to question our perception 
of the pre-anaesthetic period as an era of bloody brutality and casual cruelty. 
This title is also available as open access.

michael brown is a historian at Lancaster University. He is co-editor of 
Martial Masculinities: Experiencing and Imagining the Military in the Long 
Nineteenth Century (2019) and author of Performing Medicine: Medical 
Culture and Identity in Provincial England, c.1760–1850 (2011), as well 
as numerous articles on the history of medicine, war, gender, and emotion. 
Between 2016 and 2021 he was the Principal Investigator on the Wellcome 
Trust Investigator Award project Surgery & Emotion (108667/Z/15/Z).

Emotions and Surgery in Britain, 1793–1912

Published online by Cambridge University Press



Published online by Cambridge University Press



Emotions and Surgery  
in Britain, 1793–1912

Michael Brown
Lancaster University

Published online by Cambridge University Press



University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,  
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of education, 
learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108834841
DOI: 10.1017/9781108877237

© Michael Brown 2023

This work is in copyright. It is subject to statutory exceptions and to the provisions of relevant 
licensing agreements; with the exception of the Creative Commons version the link for which 
is provided below, no reproduction of any part of this work may take place without the written 
permission of Cambridge University Press.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781108877237 under a Creative 
Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 which permits re-use, distribution and 
reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes providing appropriate credit to the 
original work is given. You may not distribute derivative works without permission. To view a 
copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0

All versions of this work may contain content reproduced under license from third parties. 
Permission to reproduce this third-party content must be obtained from these  
third-parties directly. When citing this work, please include a reference to the  
DOI 10.1017/9781108877237

First published 2023

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Brown, Michael, 1977– author.  
Title: Emotions and surgery in Britain, 1793–1912 / Michael Brown.  
Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY :  
Cambridge University Press, 2022. | Includes bibliographical references and index.  
Identifiers: LCCN 2022023388 | ISBN 9781108834841 (hardback) |  
ISBN 9781108877237 (ebook)  
Subjects: MESH: General Surgery – history | Emotions | Surgeons – psychology |  
History, 18th Century | History, 19th Century | History, 20th Century | United Kingdom |  
BISAC: MEDICAL / History  
Classification: LCC RD27.3.G5 | NLM WO 11 FA1 | DDC 617.0941–dc23/eng/20220819  
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022023388

ISBN 978-1-108-83484-1 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of  
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication  
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,  
accurate or appropriate.

Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781108834841
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
https://lccn.loc.gov/2022023388
https://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781108877237

