
a performative address, “How I Escaped from the Mad Doctors,” actions that in turn saw her
sued for libel. It was charges of libel that led to Weldon’s first stint in prison, which provides
some revealing insights as prison becomes a site of temporary peace and comfort.

Martin shows Weldon’s capacity to generate support for her activities and her alignment with
fringe and radical communities and movements such as spiritualism and ballooning. As she
mounted campaigns and lent her support to various causes, Weldon actively cultivated publicity.
She launched her own newspaper, Social Salvation; continued to appear in court, often represent-
ing herself; and developed performance avenues that played on her public persona. Focus on the
support Weldon received effectively counters the representation of her in the contemporary
press, which was mostly negative. Weldon achieved an astounding victory when granted a
retrial of her case against Forbes Winslow, one of the doctors seeking her committal, and won
her suit, giving ammunition to broader calls for reform of the Lunacy Laws.

Martin frames her work as a refutation of earlier biographies, specifically Brian Thompson’s
A Monkey among Crocodiles: The Disastrous Life of Mrs Georgina Weldon (2000), which figures
its subject as both fool and failure. Martin briefly notes Weldon’s appearance in some scholarly
works. However, Weldon has received more scholarly attention than is suggested here. Her life
has informed research on subjects including women’s engagement with the legal system; activ-
ism, and performative display; and spiritualism, seeing her reclaimed as an influential figure in
Victorian public life. However, as Mary Madden shows in her useful survey of responses to
Weldon (“Stories about a Story Teller: Reading the Radical in Scenes from the ‘Disastrous’
Life of Georgina Weldon,” Women’s History Review 15, no. 2 [2006]: 213–28), earlier treat-
ments have been hampered by the lack of access to primary sources. Madden cheekily suggests
that “until [Weldon] chooses a suitable spiritualist through whom to speak or sing, she remains
unable to directly protest against unseemly appropriations of her life” (224). Martin acts as
something akin to that medium here, in bringing us closer to Weldon’s authentic voice than
any earlier work has done.

At times, the detail in the text threatens to become overwhelming, but Martin maintains the
reader’s engagement and leavens the narrative with humor. She provides a sympathetic but clear-
sighted portrait, skillfully avoiding the judgment and ridicule Weldon attracted during her life-
time and that of other biographers. She lets Weldon speak for herself through the journals, even
when the views being espoused (such as the desire to rid herself of various orphan charges)
present her in an unflattering light. While exposing Weldon’s fearless engagement with arenas
including the law, the press, the medical establishment, and the entertainment industry,
Martin avoids psychoanalyzing her subject or judging her self-destructive behavior. And yet
the internal and external forces that drove Weldon, to assert herself on the public stage, often
at significant personal and professional cost, warrant further attention. Martin’s text would func-
tion as an excellent resource for such a study and any number of thematic analyses.

Fiona Gregory
Monash University
Fiona.Gregory@monash.edu

CHRIS PEARSON. Dogopolis: How Dogs and Humans Made Modern New York, London, and Paris.
Animal Lives: Human and Non-human Worlds Together. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2021. Pp. 248. $24.00 (paper).
doi: 10.1017/jbr.2023.56

Chris Pearson’s new history of evolving human-canine relations has New York City, London,
and Paris all going to the dogs. These metropolises served as testing grounds where
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middle-class urbanites figured out how to accommodate dogs in accordance with shifting cul-
tural and societal norms between 1800 and 1930. Their outcomes created the Dogopolis, as
Pearson terms it, that city-dwellers continue to live within today. While each city had
unique human-dog relationships, Pearson unites them through collective cultural exchange
that transcended national boundaries.

Pearson contends that middle-class emotional responses to canine actions, namely their
revulsion to dirt, fears of vagabondage, anxiety regarding crime, and promotion of humanitar-
ian sentiment engendered friction between dogs, their supporters, and their detractors. These
intangible emotional reactions manifested as material responses that structured human-dog
relations. The outcomes of conflicts decided if, which, and how dogs were welcomed into
Dogopolis—it became an accommodating space that welcomed some, such as purebred
pets, while simultaneously restricting others, like strays. Stressors inherent within urbanity,
ranging from concerns over hygiene to homelessness, were fundamental—middle-class
attempts to turn bewildering cities into livable environs altered dogs’ individual habits and col-
lective lifestyles. Dogs that conformed to ideals of cleanliness, respectability, and domesticity
were embraced; transgressors were treated harshly.

Pearson centers each chapter on points of conflict and convergence between middle-class
urbanites and dogs that either promoted or restricted their inclusion into Dogopolis,
namely straying, biting, suffering, thinking, and defecating. City-dwellers pondered if wander-
ing dogs warranted toleration or were seditious influences necessitating removal. Middle-class
commentators viewed stray dogs as an unhealthy influence, due either to their connection with
filth and disease or their comparison with vagabonds, a characterization that triggered loathing
and disgust as urbanites sought to make cities safe spaces anchored to homeliness and hygiene.
Hostility toward strays led to their widespread impoundment whereas purebred dogs became
implanted inside middle-class homes—each a fundamental feature of Dogopolis. Alleviating
biting became fundamental to Dogopolis as it exemplified urbanity’s dangers and prompted
emotional responses to suffering, chaos, and death. Rabies, spread through bites, generated
emotional and physical pain and death. Contemporary physicians, especially British alienist
Daniel Hack Tuke, argued that rabies was an emotional condition primarily generated by
fearful individuals, whereas dissenters contended that it instead arose from overexcited
canine emotionality. Officials suggested containment methods, including teeth blunting pro-
posed by Parisians, before the muzzle became the prevailing method to stymie harm. Critics
in each city branded them cruel. Louis Pasteur debuted his rabies vaccine in 1884, but, due
largely to the lack of capacity to implement mass vaccination, it became merely one method
to combat rabies and was adopted more readily in Paris and New York.

Pearson describes how applying middle-class humanitarian values to the removal and
destruction of unwanted strays became fundamental to Dogopolis. Charles Darwin’s evolu-
tionary insights alongside the crusading work of antivivisectionists, like Frances Power
Cobbe, highlighted dogs’ rich emotional depth. Middle-class revulsion to cruelty necessitated
devising an efficient, bloodless execution method that mitigated suffering. Reformers pro-
tested the Parisian pound’s cruel method of hanging and the American counterpart that
drowned dogs in the East River. London’s Battersea Dog Home administered Prussic acid,
which many believed was a better, albeit problematic, method. There, in the 1880s, pound
managers pioneered asphyxiation, which became normalized as the humane method over
the following decades.

Pearson also explains that middle-class residents welcomed police dogs into Dogopolis for
their help apprehending worrisome criminals. Trainers framed their working relationship as an
emotional process whereby handlers harnessed their dog’s intellect to combat crime. Blood-
hounds were utilized initially as police dogs in London, but the Belgian sheepdogs of Paris
first proved their capabilities by helping arrest troublesome Apaches of the Paris underworld.
Handlers ultimately settled on the Alsatian in Paris and New York City. Fearful dissidents
continually clamored that police dogs were dangerously violent—not entirely distant from
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the criminals they policed. Due to these protests, police dogs were employed in a diminished
role—remaining only in New York—by the late 1930s.

Lastly, piles of pet dog excrement troubled physicians, sanitarians, and owners in Dogopolis
as indoor toilets became commonplace and horse traffic diminished.Waste generated emotional
responses—primarily disgust—which in turn engendered concerns about bodily andmunicipal
health.Many viewed shit as a corrupting influence on public safety and civic decency, an unpleas-
ant sensory experience, and a disease-spreading object. Owners trained dogs not to defecate
indoors, which made the street the natural space for canine defilement. Rather than abating,
however, the battle over canine excrement continues to reverberate within Dogopolis.

While having adeptly unpacked human emotional character, Pearson crucially neglects
including information on canine emotionality—a fundamental linkage of the human-dog
bond. Junctures throughout this narrative yearn for ethological and psychological interven-
tion. For example, insights into canine social behavior could enhance the analysis of antivivi-
sectionist George Hoggan’s heart-wrenching depictions of imminently vivisected dogs that
made eyes at and licked the hands of the vivisector, or when aNew York Times reporter detailed
the shaking, cowering dogs he encountered in Louis Pasteur’s laboratory. Contemporaries
Gordon Stables and George Jesse believed muzzling to be cruel, but what do we now know
about the respiratory impact or the stress that accompanies this restrictive instrument? This
information could help shed new light on past debates, aid understanding of historical
canine conditions, and create a nuanced, more-than-human history of urbanity.

Nonetheless, Pearson crafts a convincing narrative detailing how human-dog emotional
connections helped shape modern, Western urbanity. Pearson’s transnational approach to a
uniquely entangled emotional and animal history functions as an innovatively layered method-
ology that provides a framework for future multinational animal histories. It is important to
underscore that this Dogopolis has never ended. Fundamental aspects of Dogopolis, such as
municipal dog shelters and police canine units, remain common today. Pearson not only
helps readers understand how and why Dogopolis originated but also provides a historical
context underscoring how contentious emotional points, ranging from leash laws to waste
removal, continue to provoke material responses.

Neil Humphrey
Ohio State University
Humphrey.310@osu.edu

CLARE A. SIMMONS. Medievalist Traditions in Nineteenth-Century British Culture: Celebrating
the Calendar Year. Medievalism 20. Cambridge: D. S. Brewer, 2021. Pp. 238. $99.00 (cloth).
doi: 10.1017/jbr.2023.65

In Medievalist Traditions in Nineteenth-Century British Culture: Celebrating the Calendar Year,
Clare Simmons explores attempts to find connections between the present and a medieval past
through an awareness of time and calendar. She focuses on texts by nineteenth-century British
writers, and considers the ways in which they detected, interpreted, created, and enjoyed what
they believed to be medieval survivals, especially in the form of seasonal celebrations.

Simmons posits how such activities influenced an emerging idea of the Middle Ages in
nineteenth-century Britain. The focus here is not on the accuracy of ideas about the Middle
Ages, but on the ways in which medievalists created a convincing cultural idea of the
period. Simmons demonstrates the all-pervading use of medievalism in the culture and that
access to medievalist texts was available to a wide range of readers: while only the wealthy
could afford subscriptions to antiquarian clubs, medievalist settings, images, figures, and
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