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one is led to :idmire t'he sober, ilispassioiiate tone adopted by the 
aut,hor when he  treats of the events. hleiltion might also be made 
here of t,he kindly and t,ruly charitable manner in which If. Lo11 

deals ivith the coriflictiiig i d w s  thxt divide the  Christian body into 
sects. His own calm, detached and generoils attitude does much 
siircly to fiiither the cause of unity. 

H e  speaks of his becoming a C:itholic its 'RIy conversion is not 
a conversion; i t  is a vocatioii'. Kow, over 70, a t  the invit,ation of 
Cardinal Tien, he is to retlirii to China, an  apost,le. As a Beiiedictine 
he  judges, aiid right,ly so, that t'he monastic tradition of pictas 
has kinship with the C'liiricse tradition of family life, and therefore 
can play 110 sinall part in  catholicGing his native country. ( A s  a 
Dominicnn the reviewer citrl scarcely forbear noting that his Order, 
whence came the proto-i1ialtj-r of China,, rewived through one of 
its memliers t,he autlior's submission to the  ('hurch, whilst it  wiis 
I'Bre de lllunnynck, 0.1'. , who advised his becoming a Benedictii!e 
0 bl:i te. ) 

K O  little success of the  book is c l u r  to tjhe c.ffect>ive way i t  has been 
translated., One is not conscioiis of its E'reiich background, although, 
:ind t,hiq is its high merit,  oiie is coi ious of its Chiiiese back- 
gro~iiid. The tr:insl:itor h s  sliilfull? ret, ied tlie finesse and polite- 
ness one ayociat'es wit8h China. 

'YEREN'CE XE'I'HEK W A Y ,  0.1'. 

-1 ( 'ASE H i s ~ c i n ~  01) ~ l , i i ~ . \ s .  By I'ruiicis .L. H:) i . i i~r .  (Sheed aiid Ward; 
10s; (id.) . . 
This Ilook .is divided into two pi i ts .  111 the first the author gives 

i i n  hishula id  sirn:cy o f  tlic elemelits which nioulded t'he Japanese 
peq&; .in the second he aims to show thc effechs of the various 
historical phenonieiia on the habits, customs, laiigriuge, morals and 
general.beha\fionr of thr. J:ipaiiese. The observations in the  second 
par t  of the book 'are tlie oiitcome of foiirtceii years' intimate contact 
with .the Japanese'.  

. It .ig the .reviewer's opinioii 'tll:it# i i i  the first, part the  history of 
.lapan has not been digested-a considerable' drawback if one trieq 
to. t.iicdiile the rather comp1ic:ited subject which Japanese history 
presunk. The maiii 're'asou, however, for the nnsatisfactory chitracter 
of -t,he first part is the anthor 's  failure' fo 'use t'he proper mnterial. 
To write :t chapter on Shint'o, for instance, one has to know a t  
least the works of Heplier, Holt'om, Martin and Icat'o Genchi, who 
h:tve produced thd best wo,rks 011 t'he kubject. Yet none of these are 
takeii into consideration. The same holds true of othei. subjects. 
The bi1~Iio:;ri'aphy. is rather poor and 'books like those of Byas; 
Ekstein, S1:iclen ~ 1 1 ~ 1 '  suchlike are ncit worth mentioning. Who caii 
write' hist,orj- '\vitho\itJ t,lie . proper somces? Historical inaccuraoics 
are.bound to oct-iir. The?; are i n  fiictj scatt,errd throughout the  pages 
with anno>-ing. f tw~neuuy.  A few esarnples with regard t.0 dat,cs 
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may suffice: the year of Mitsukuiii’s birth is given as 1622 (p. 91) 
when in fact it was 1628; Hirata Atsutane reached quite a patri- 
archal age: the generous author giLees him 117 years (p. 92): 
he did not, however, die in 1893 but in 1843. The‘Japanese climate 
is not as healthy as all that!  The battle of Sekigahara took place 
not in 1610 (p. 70) but ten years earlier. 

Furthermore, the author does not give the impression of being 
well acquainted with the Japanese language. The spe)\ing of Japa!i- 
ese words is more or less chaotic. On p. 6 we read Nihongi, which 
is correct; on p. 37, howeever, he writes Kihonji. On p. 191 he writes 
‘damashii’ but in his introduction ‘damashi’. The great purification 
is not 0 Hakai (p. 189), which means something quite different, 
but 0 Harai. The Japaiiese words ape often printed iii italics, but 
the author seems anxious to avoid uniformity in this respect as weli! 

The, second part of the book makes a much better impressioii. 
The author has been a good observer of Japanese everyday life 
and when he comes to speak of the reconstruction of Japan he 
makes some very sound remarks: ‘The intense loyalty to the 
throne and the love of country which are an integral part of the 
Japaiiese character :we emphatically m asset of which any nation 
might be ptoud. The fact that these concepts were deliberately 
manipulated to evil ends by a rriilitaristic clique to serve its own 
purpose in no WAY detracts from the value of the feelings theni- 
selves’. Very true-and if the occupying power would listen to 
othrr vnliiable suqgestions and remarks contained in this second 
part, the occupation might well become a blessing. The closing 
chapter, ‘Japan and the Tdeal’, pro\ ides fu i  ther enlightening read- 
ing. The author concludes that the restless craving for something 
nr\i’ among the .Tapanew c ~ m  only be satisfied when they discovei 
the real ided which is to be found in the Christian faith. Mission- 
aries in Japan are nowadays generally optimistic and for this there 
is reason enough. Stripped of its official sanction it is uiilikelq- 
that Shintoism will have the same influence as before Buddhism 
can offer a t  best only a kind of escapism a t  a time when eircuni- 
stances demand courage :d determination in f:lciilg the great 
difficulties of life. Whether the Japanese will turn to Christianity 
iii considerable numbers will depend to :I great extent on the 
personal behaviour of the .Inlericaiis If they show themselves to 
be bearers of the (’hi.istian values theii the occupation c:tn be of 
great Iienefit. T f ,  on the other hand, the white troops behave in 
a manner unawrthj of Cliristians it may happen that after the 
occupation the Japanese will turn to their own poor gods with 
renewed enthusiasm. E w e r  has there beeii need for more prayer 
tharl a t  the present moment-a ciliivictioi; which is deepened after 
reading &lr Horner’s book M:LJ all Ci i thoik do their duty realising 
what is a t  stake. 

H. v. STRAELEN. 




