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Cover picture
Stills from All Divided Selves
(2011). Luke Fowler (b. 1978)

Known for his portraits of
radical figures and social
experiments, Glaswegian artist
Luke Fowler was one of the
nominees for the Turner Prize
2012 for his film All Divided
Selves about RD Laing. Based
on original archive footage,
interleaved with Fowler’s own
film and sound, the piece is a collage of material from different stages
of Laing’s life and work. The editing of footage from a variety of contexts
results in a narrative discontinuity that merges public appearances and
television interviews together with moments of everyday clinical work.
Previous examples of Fowler’s biographical and documentary film-
making have often focused on psychiatry or anti-psychiatry. What You
See Is Where You’re At (2001) described Kingsley Hall, a community
centre in east London, founded in the 1960s by RD Laing and the
Philadelphia Association as an alternative to conventional mental
institutions. In a subsequent installation, The Nine Monads of David Bell
(2006), the artist focused on David Bell, one of the residents at Kingsley
Hall, with an installation that included a sound piece from original
recordings of David Bell’s speech, notes he wrote on newspaper and
video reenactments of his dreams.

Images courtesy the artist, The Modern Institute/Toby Webster Ltd,
Glasgow and Galerie Gisela Capitain, Cologne. Submitted by Dr Isabel Valli.

We are always looking for interesting and visually appealing images for
the cover of the Journal and would welcome suggestions or pictures,
which should be sent to Dr Allan Beveridge, British Journal of Psychiatry,
17 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PG, UK or bjp@rcpsych.ac.uk.
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