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Results: The study group (n = 223) was composed of 180
nurses (80.7%), six midwives (3.6%), and 29 paramedics
(13%). The mean of the ages of the respondents was 25.6 + 3.13
years, with a male-to-female ratio of 1:9.6. Forty-seven respon-
dents (21.1%) had encountered at least one burn patient in
the prior year. The mean of the scores for demonstrating cor-
rect knowledge was 47.4%, 42.6% for having a good attitude,
and 49.2% for displaying good behavior. There were no dif-
ferences among the respondents who had attended graduate
programs, taken a postgraduate course on burn injuries, the
number of burn cases encountered in the prior year, or the sex
of the respondent with regards to demonstrating correct
knowledge, good attitudes, or good behaviors. When the
workplaces of the respondents were compared, healthcare
professionals working in inpatient and outpatient clinics had
significantly better knowledge and attitudes than did those
working in operating departments or intensive care units;
however, there were no differences concerning the behavior
among the respondents.

Conclusions: These results indicate that even in tertiary care
centers, the correct knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors of
healthcare professionals toward the care of burn victims may

be insufficient.
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Introduction: During the 2005-2006 academic year, the
University of Eastern Piedmont offered an optional course in
disaster medicine to the medical students. The students par-
ticipated in frontal lessons, table-top exercises, and played vic-
tim roles in the simulations during the European Master in
Disaster Medicine. The efficacy of the course was evaluated.
Methods: A total of 97 students enrolled, of which: 28
(29%) were in their fourth year of medical school; 34 (35%)
in their fifth year; 20 (21%) in their sixth year; and 15
(15%) in their first, second, and third years combined. The
general knowledge of disaster medicine was assessed using
a pre- and post-course test and a computerized table-top
triage exercise conducted prior to and following the specif-
ic lesson. The differences in knowledge were compared
among the students according to their level of education.
Results: Fifty-five students completed the pre-course test
and 61 completed the post-course test. There were 54 stu-
dents that participated in the pre-course, table-top triage
exercise and 61 in the post-course exercise. On average,
30.5% of the questions were answered correctly on the pre-
course test, and 66% on the post-course test. The average
percentage of questions answered correctly on the pre-
course triage exercise was 33%, and 67% post-course.
Conclusions: This innovative course, especially the simula-
tion exercises, increased the students’ knowledge and inter-
est in disaster medicine. Although improvement was
observed among students of all educational levels, the stu-

dents in their last three years of medical school performed
the best (fourth, fifth, and sixth years). It is believed that a
greater scientific and personal maturity among the students
is desirable, before they are to engage in such a difficult

subject as disaster medicine.
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An Online Hospital Self-Assessment Tool: A Global
Perspective
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Objective: The National Bioterrorism Civilian Medical
Response Center (CIMERC) strives to develop enabling
tools that produce an effective and integrated response to
complex medical emergencies. As it continues to work to
meet the needs of healthcare organizations, emergency
managers, and disaster responders, CIMERC is challenged
by inadequate capabilities and limited resources.

Methods: Based on research, user feedback, policy changes,
and technology, CIMERC has developed simple, yet novel,
products that enhance emergency response preparedness.
One such product, Hospital Self-Assessment Tool
(HSATY), allows users to evaluate the preparedness level of
hospital emergency departments based on national, region-
al, and local standards using a web-based format. The tool
consists of a series of emergency preparedness and response
questions, and includes expert-validated answers, as well as
country-specific resources and references.

Results: Hospitals and health care institutions repeatedly
use the HSAT to evaluate their preparedness level based
upon current education and training practices. User evalua-
tion and demand has resulted in the tool’s change in empha-
sis from a biological/chemical focus to an all-hazards
approach. For example, policy-based questions addressing
vulnerable populations (i.e., children and disabled or preg-
nant women) were added. The resulting tool is easy-to-use,
available, effective, and adaptable.

Conclusions: “Lessons Learned” analyses and the incorpo-
ration of global perspectives strengthen preparedness at all
levels and represent a critical piece of technological devel-
opment. Adaptable and well-vetted tools are necessary to
minimize the effects of disasters by enhancing knowledge
and capacity building.
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Training of Instructors in Disaster Medicine: A
Pedagogic Model

H. Nilsson; A. Riiter; J. Hornwall; T Vikstrom
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The teaching and training of instructors in disaster medicine
varies greatly. To address this concern a pedagogic model for
training instructors in disaster medicine was developed and
tested. The model, tested in instructor courses for simulation
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