Obituaries

Overand above hisarduous medical commitments,
Aitken found time to serve as a magistrate.

DONALD ERIC BROADBENT, formerly member of the
Medical Research Council’s external staff at the
Department of Experimental Psychology, Oxford

Donald Broadbent, who died on 10 April 1993, aged
66, was recognised, nationally and internationally, as
a major figure in applied experimental psychology.
He was educated at Winchester and Pembroke
College, Cambridge and in between the two he served
in the RAF. His career began to take shape, how-
ever, when, in 1949, he joined the Medical Research
Council’s Applied Psychology Unit and was able to
direct his considerable talents to the pressing psycho-
logical problems which emerged as a concomitant of
livinginanindustrial society. He began with the study
of the effects of noise on performance efficiency, and
the techniques he originated were applied also to the
ways in which attention and cognitive function devel-
oped. He was the author of innumerable scientific
papers and books, perhaps the most important of
which was his first, Perception and Communication,
published in 1958.

In 1958, Broadbent was appointed director of the
Applied Psychology Unit at Cambridge, a unit
which, due to his leadership, earned worldwide
recognition. Then, in 1974, he moved to an anal-
ogous unit at Oxford where, as a member of the
Medical Research Council’s external staff, he was
relieved of a great deal of administrative and
committee work and so able to devote more of his
time and energy to research.

Broadbent’s achievements were duly recognised:
he was appointed CBE in 1974 and he received
doctorates from several universities in England and
abroad. In 1968 he was elected to the fellowship of
the Royal Society, and in 1985 to the honorary
fellowship of our College.

If a suitable epitaph to Broadbent’s memory were
to be sought nothing better could be found than his
own dictum: “The test of intellectual excellence of a
psychological theory, as well as its moral justifi-
cation, lies in its application to concrete practical
considerations.”

MOHSEN SOHBI NAGUIB, Senior Lecturer in
Psychiatry and Honorary Consultant Psychiatrist at
St Mary’s Hospital and St Charles Hospital, London

Mohen Naguib died suddenly on 12 February 1993
at the age of 43. He studied medicine at Ain Shams
University, Cairo, where he graduated MB BCh in
1974. He pursued an early interest in psychiatry at the
Behman Hospital, Cairo, and latercameto the UK for
postgraduate training at the Maudsley where he was
in due course appointed senior registrar, becoming in
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1982 a lecturer in the Institute of Psychiatry. In that
year he gained the DPM and was elected MRCPsych.
He was a dedicated research worker, particularly
into the psychiatry of old age, as witness his several
highly esteemed contributions to the literature of
the subject. Naguib’s early death robs psychiatry of
not only an established research worker but of an
excellent teacher at both undergraduate and post-
graduate levels. He took a keen interest in College
affairs and had recently been appointed a member of
the Central Approval Panel as convenor from the
Chiltern and Thames Valley Division of visits to the
Southern Division. Naguib was a devoted Christian
and gave a good deal of his time to the Coptic
Orthodox Church of St Mark, London.
He is survived by his wife, Noorah, and their two
children.
A.F.S. TANAGHOW

ERIC DOUGLAS WEST, formerly Consultant
Psychiatrist, Sutton Hospital, Sutton, Surrey

Eric West who died on 13 November 1992, aged 73,
was educated at local schools in the Sutton, Surrey
area, but before he could complete his studies to
university entrance level he enlisted in the Royal
Artillery. In 1939, aged 20, by then a Staff Sergeant,
he was a member of the ill-fated British Expedition-
ary Force and in the retreat to Dunkirk was captured
by the Germans.

West used his long years of captivity to the best
possible advantage: He studied German and to such
good effect, indeed, that he was able to act as camp
interpreter. It was perhaps his own suffering as a
POW and that of his fellow prisoners that prompted
his interest in medicine in general and in psychiatry in
particular. He was liberated by the Americans in
1945.

After demobilisation, West gained additional
academic qualifications in order to be admitted to
medical school. This done, he entered St Thomas’
Hospital where the glittering prizes he won as an
undergraduate presaged his subsequent highly
successful career: in 1949 he was awarded the Foord
Caiger Exhibition in Pathology and in 1950 both the
Wainwright Prize in Medicine and the BMA Essay
Prize. He graduate MB BS London in 1951.

It was at St Thomas’ that West came under the
influence of Dr William Sargant, and there can be
little doubt that he was instrumental in confirming
West’s choice of a specialty. The wisdom of his choice
is reflected in the two further academic prizes he was
to win: in 1958 he was awarded the Planck Prize in
Psychiatry at St Thomas’, and in 1960, the Gaskell
Gold Medal, the most prestigious prize in British
psychiatry.

After qualification, West was appointed registrar
in neurology at St Thomas’ where he became
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particularly interested in the EEG, an interest which
was to serve him well later. He was them appointed
senior registrar in psychiatry at St Thomas’. He
obtained the DPM (Eng) in 1956 and was elected
MRCPsych in 1971 and proceeded to the Fellowship
in 1973. In 1958 he gained the MRCP (Lond) and was
elected FRCP in 1976.

In 1959 he was appointed consultant in psychiatry
(Chiltern Wing) and EEG at Belmont and Sutton
General Hospital, a job he was to fill with distinction
until he retired, aged 65, in 1984. Inter alia, he served
as Clinical Tutor from 1966 until his retirement, a
remarkable record by any standards.

One of West’s major achievements was to set up in
1972, together with two other colleagues, a resi-
dential course at Surrey University designed for
candidates taking the final MRCPsych examination.
To celebrate the 20th year of this eminently success-
ful venture, as well as to pay lasting tribute to him,
the first ‘Eric West Guest Lecture’ was given in 1992
by Dr Peter Fenwick. Sadly, West himself was too ill
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to attend in person and he had to make do with a tape
recording of the proceedings.

West initiated several research projects and made
many contributions to the literature. These included
a chapter, ‘Treatment of Epilepsy’, in Sargant and
Slater’s Introduction to Physical Methods of Treat-
ment in Psychiatry, the 4th edition of which he was to
edit.

He met his wife, Joy, when they were students. They
were married in 1947. Joy studied medicine in Leeds
and at the Royal Free Hospital and qualified MB.
ChB Leeds (1953), MRCP LRCP (1953). She too
specialised in psychiatry, having acquired the DPM
(1967) and MRCPsych (1972) and was appointed
consultant to St Helier Hospital, Carshalton, Surrey.
She predeceased him in 1979.

There were three children of the marriage, two girls,
Hilary and Susan and a boy, John. Hilary is a lecturer
in veterinary surgery at Liverpool University and
John (MD MRCP) is a senior registrar in cardiology
at Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham.
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Miscellany

Defeat Depression

The Defeat Depression Campaign has prepared a
video training package Depression: From Recognition
to Management, price £30. Order forms are available
from the Campaign Officer at the College.

An audio tape for general practitioners has been
prepared to give or lend to patients, and a booklet
on the Recognition and Management of Depression
in General Practice is available from the Royal
College of General Practitioners. Two patient
leaflets have also been produced on Depression
and Depression in the Elderly and individual copies
are available, on receipt of a stamped addressed
envelope, from the Campaign Secretariat at the
College.

Appeal from Croatia

In connection with the appeal for medical supplies
to be sent to Croatia (Psychiatric Bulletin, May
1993, 17, 300-301), it has been suggested that anyone
interested in doing this should contact: Mr Nils
Rosdahl, Head of Mission, WHO, Zagreb (tele-
phone 010 3841 535 725; fax 010 3841 538 005).
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New publications

The Law Commission has published Mentally
Incapacitated and Other Vulnerable Adults: Public
Law Protection (C.P. No. 130) and it is available
from HMSO, price £7.95.

The Mental Health Foundation has published
Guidelines for the Prevention and Treatment of Benzo-
diazepine Dependence and copies are available from
Bridget Moorman at the Mental Health Foundation,
37 Mortimer Street, London WIR 7RJ (telephone
071 580 0145).

Sir Martin Roth

Sir Martin Roth was awarded a degree of Doctor of
Science (Honoris Causa) by the University of
Indiana in May 1993 and he was a recipient of the
Camillo Golgi Award in Neuroscience awarded by
the Italian Academy of Neuroscience in April 1993.

Change of address

The address of The King’s Fund Institute is now
14 Palace Court, London W24HT (telephone
071 243 8848; fax 071 221 7911).
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