476 LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

the world’s travail and pain in general. while finding much tht

is practical and helpful for the individual soul.
Sr M. Aquivas, O-F
Proressional Pravers. By Albert Gille. (Printed privately; 19-6‘11.'0)
There is about these prayers (republished from the Gathole
Herald) an air of crudity and flippancy unworthy of their pul”POs
and divine object. The volume lacks both taste and an imprima™®
We have had popularised versions of everything from psychi?
to Beethoven and it is to be regretted that the great prayers Dd
the votive Masses and the rituale could not have been transla®
and reproduced on the paper used for these repellent parodies.
T. HARPER:

Trr Boox or Uwncommon Praver. By Frank W. Moyle. (Andre“
Dakers; 8s.6d.) e
That treasury of incomparable prose and confused theolog}’,.t_

Book of Common Prayer, is fair game for the shooting of crith

from the extreme right (Dom Gregory Dix) to the extreme left [{ i

Reverend Frank Moyle). The destruction thus wrought (if it )

destruction, for the B.C.P. goes on, like Tennyson's brook) cd

hardly be called liturgical criticism: for most of the erities wanl

demolish the theological assumptions of the book. ot
Alr Frank Moyle, who would seem to belong to the Barnes-Mal

school, dislikes almost everything in the Book of Common Pfﬂyeoi

He does not think God should be called ‘almighty’, a great deal he

Biblical phraseology is misleading to the people, he thinks, but o)

has a particular grudge against the Baptismal, Marriage and Buﬂ]y

Services. He provides substitutes of his own which are sulﬁf"by

vague and inevitably wordy. Oddly enough, he has nothing to S‘r;ﬂ

about the Communion Service, so very late-medieval, as

Gregory Dix has taught us. ”
Catholies can only feel it is all no business of ours. We only G%ill

tinue to marvel that people holding such bizarre notions should £

want to call themselves Christians. J.D-C'II
o

Tee CHRONICLE oF HuGH Canpipus, A MonNk oF PETERBOROY b
Ldited by W. T. Mellows. With La Gestt pt Burca. Edited W‘Oﬂ
an Introduction by Alexander Bell. (Oxford University PresS
behalf of The Friends of Peterborough Cathedral; 15s.) 2
This careful edition of a minor but interesting chronicle had Os’ﬂ

predecessor which was published in 1727, It is concerned almghe

exclusively with the affairs of the abbey and especially with p

vindication of its claims, temporal and spiritual. Occasionally_thee

are comments on other matters wheh give some fascinating gllmpre
of medieval England; for example the remark that the Danes “i‘?ke
afraid to meet the English hand-to-hand but came suddenly ]eif

thieves by night on unsuspecting men, and always ran back to th 3

ships. The Anglo-Norman Geste, which is accompanied bY

English translation, is mainly of linguistic interest. AR
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