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GOD AND MODERN PHILOSOPHY by Brian Wicker. 
WHO IS GOD? by Reginald McCurdy. 
'Where we Stand' series: Darton Longman and Todd, 2s each paperback, 6s 6d cloth. 

The publishers have hit on the excellent idea of 
putting out two books dealing with the same 
problem yet tackling it in very different ways, so 
that the sixth-formers for whom these books are 
intended can exercize their critical powers. The 
problem in each case is to find a valid line of 
reasoning by which to lead a non-believer to- 
wards accepting that God exists. 

Both authors see that any correct form of 
argument must involve a whole system of causes 
and effects rather than a single 'chain'. Indeed 
Mr Wicker goes out of his way to  show why that 
common variant of the apologetics books is 
false: for an effect is quite adequately explained 
by its immediate cause and doesn't require a first 
cause as well in order to be understood. The 
universe is a better candidate than any part of it 
for the role of pointing to God. 

But how should 'universe' be understood in 
this connection? Here there are two major points 
of difference. First, for Fr McCurdy the obvious 
place to begin the argument is from ourselves. 'It 
is as plain as plain can be', he says, 'that our 
consciousness shows us to  be limited, changing, 
mortal and supported beings.' It is almost in an 
aside that he adds to this category, 'whatever else 
may be around'. Secondly, he can take what 
mms,  from this point of view, only a small step. 
All things must be 'dependent in their existence'; 
'the whole collection of things is dependent also'. 
For him it is self-evident, without need for dis- 
mssion. that 'universe' in this argument means 
$11 there is', and that he has shown that this 
Unlverse is 'dependent'. The final conclusion to 
qomething on which it depends is scarcely un- 
b t e d .  since this is one of those verbs that 
h i r e  an object. 

Now Mr  Wicker, by contrast, starts with the 
world of interacting agencies such as a scientist 
talks about. He needs to justify the notion of 
causal agency in science. as opposed to constant 
conjunction, and does this by pointing to the 
way in which scientists in practice, despite the 
philosophers, do go on looking for the agents that 
account for phenomena, and could indeed be 
hard put to it to explain states of equilibrium 
other than by the interference of one agent with 
another. This is neither to imagine that scientific 
laws are explanatory in the same way, nor to wish 
to defend a general 'principle of causality'. 

Next he considers the total collection of such 
agents as could in principle be open to scientific 
investigation. His sense of 'universe' for the 
purpose of the argument is therefore not 'all 
there is', but simply 'whatever is  a possible object 
of experience'. Indeed he examines as 'a com- 
mon form of bad argument' the attempt to include 
'all there is' within the universe in  this context, 
because this allows one to smuggle in the idea of 
'dependence', 'contingency' or whatever, outside 
any possible experience of its application. Thus 
the extension to God as that on which all depends 
has already been made without our noticing. 

Mr Wicker, then, deals with a limited system : 
and by three detailed lines of reasoning he 
characterizes it as changing, as capable of ceasing 
t o  be, and as having direction or tendency. So 
for him the real crux o f  the argument has yet to 
come : he must ask of this clearly-defined universe 
the question quite proper to put to any part of it: 
does it demand a cause? All he can do is to show 
the question is reasonable: it is not possible to 
compel anyone to ask it. But, answered, it leads 
to a conclusion that is reasonably modest: not 
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PUBLICATION ASH WEDNESDAY, 3rd MARCH 

JOURNAL OF A SOUL 
POPE JOHN XXIII 

The spiritual diaries, 1895-1962, of the greatest ChrDtian of our day. 

A great human document 
Full of the vibrant and affectionate personality of John XXIII, who 
loved God and all men with tremendous force, and was loved in return. 

A great religious document 
Tracing his striving towards God and holiness with detailed, practical, 
humorous persistence of the great saints of the Church. 

‘First of all, Z have neglected one of my 
most important duties, that of hearing my 
little brothers say their prayers . . . this 
shall not happen again.’ (August, 1898). 

‘Z must behave like the boy Z really am, and 
not try to pass myself off as a serious 
philosopher and a man of importance. Zt 

is my natural inclination to do that; and 
that is what I am made of: pride.’ 

(September, 1898). 

‘1 am a servant, nothing more. Z have 
nothing of my own, not even my life. God 

is my master, absolute master over life and death . . . This must be my task, my 
whole life long, because I was born for this, Z am a servant.’ (1902). 

‘Now nwre than ever, Z see myself only as the humble and unworthy servant of 
the servants of God.’ (1959, as Pope.) 

These intimate notes, written for himself alone, reveal the secret of his 
extraordinary influence on the world. 

‘ My sod is in these puges.’ Pope Jobn. 

32 pp illustrations - order now, 421- net 

Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. 
18 HIGH STREET, WIMBLEDON, LONDON, S.W.19 
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everything can be of the kind we know within the 
system. There must also be that which isn't 
something else like objects within the system, 
alongside them, able to be counted up as one of 
them. A cause of this universe of changing objects 
does transcend it: and a Christian who follows 
the argument may identify this cause with the 
God who has revealed himself to our faith. 

This kind of reasoning (natural theology) is 
less fashionable among Christians than once it 
was. partly because it is usually badly done, 
partly too because it has been overworked and 
turned almost into a substitute for revelation, like 
the appeal to natural law in moral theology. 
Personally, I would have liked to see Mr Wicker 
give more place than he does to the way in which 
arguments of this kind work within faith to bring 
understanding ; but since he has stuck to natural 
theology it is a great relief to find such sound logic. 
To be fair to Fr McCurdy, he has less space in 
which to deal with the argument, since there is a 
second half to his book in which he investigates 
the nature of God, but he relies far more on mere 
assertion than on logicaf reasoning. 

This of course is not his own fault: it is simply 
that he is writing within a tradition of natural 
theology from which Mr Wicker has been able to 
escape, as he says, 1 think with justice, through 
the guidance both of modern English philosophy 
and of St Thomas. The basic point of difference 
is that the older tradition is firmly empiricist. For 
an empiricist (the classical example is Locke) the 
correct philosophical procedure is to 'abstract' 

from a total context and 'inspect' the object thus 
isolated: the favourite object of inspection is 
one's own mind. To those who think like this 
there is nothing odd about saying, as Fr McCurdy 
does, 'if you want to know what the colour red 
is you must turn to an example of it; i f  you want 
to know what thinking is you must carefully 
watch the mind in  action.' What has happened here 
to the complex world of human communication, 
of language, in which long and patient work is 
needed to sort out the meanings such concepts 
do in fact have? It is not surprising that Fr 
McCurdy begins his investigation with 'human 
consciousness' (a highly complex concept in 
itself), readily draws out from it the notion of 
dependence, and cheerfully extends this 'to 'all 
there is'. Mr  Wicker works throughout in a more 
manageable context. 

The majority of Catholics who lapse at school, 
probably through boredom, pass into a kind of 
indifference. Only the more intelligent of them are 
driven into active atheism by the triviality of the 
arguments by which we disguise the faith. Mr  
Wicker's book will not convert them: only the 
full proclamation of God's word has that power. 
But it will shake them to find Catholic reasoning 
that is intellectually honest. I certainly can think 
of no other book on this subject that is philo- 
sophically respectable and yet simple enough for 
everyone to read. Schools, chaplaincies, adult 
education centres should be buying it in bulk. 

Laurence Bright. O.P. 
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The voyage of a lifetime ... 

A three week tour 
On April aand, 1g6s the M/T Electra will set sail 
for the fourth'Voyage of a Lifetime'. Past tours 
have proved immensely valuable in promoting 
understanding between Christians of varying 
traditions and have given those who have taken 
part, the opportunity to see for themselves, the 
scenes of some of the most momentous events in 
Christian history. 
Passengers will travel to Cannes and will sail from 
there to CivitaVecchia. A visit to Rome has been 
arranged and it is hoped that His Holiness Pope 
Paul VI will grant an audience. Among the many 
other places of interest to be visited are: Jericho, 
Jerusalem (where all the principal holy sites will 

to the Holy Land 
be seen), Bethlehem, Jordan, Galilee, Caper- 
mum, Nazareth and Haifa. The voyage will also 
encompass excursions of outstanding historical 
inrerest in Ephesus, Crete and Greece. Between 
times of course, there will be ampIe opportunities 
to swim and to relax in the sunshine. 
Daily services, lectures, Bible and ecumenical 
study groups will be conducted by Chaplain- 
experts aboard the ship. 
The M/T Electra is aone-class ship which has re- 
cently been refitted to the highest standards of 
modern luxury. Accommodation and food are 
first-rate and air-conditioning throughout, en- 
sures complete comfort. 23 DAYS f h m  I 10 gns. 

Principal leaders: 
THE REVEREND DR. REGINALD FULLER, DD., L.S.S. (Secretary ofthc Catholic Biblical Association) 
Roman Catholic. T H E  METROPOLITAN OF CHRISTOUPOLIS (The Most Reverend Archbishop3ams) 
Eastern Orthodox. THE LORD BISHOP OF E X E T E R  (The Right Reverend Robert Mortimer, DD.) Anglican. 
THE REVEREND RICHARD W I L L I A M S ,  R.N. (PrincipalChaplain Church ofScotland G Free Churches). 
Assited by: The Bishop of Crcditon, The R m e n d 3 0 h n  Bodger. The Remend Ronald B r o m & ,  Mgr. Dr. 
Joseph Komn, The Reverend Ralph Poston, The Reverend Roland Potter. O.P., The Rtverend3ohn Ryecart. 

43/44 BUCKINGHAM GATE, LONDON SW1 Jt/1tc'!--C ' h ~ l i I . 1 ~  I'Ti-:1\/C./ TEL: TATE GALLERY 22311.1 
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