444 THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

FROM THE LITURGY FOR EASTER
ACCORDING TO THAT OF ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

and radiant festival.
If any be a faithful servant, let him come in rejoicing in the
joy of his Lord. ]

If any have wearied himself with fasting, let him now enjoy hus
reward. ]

If any have laboured from the first hour, let him today recet¥e
his rightful due. If any have come at the third, let him feast W2
thankfulness. If any have arrived at the sixth, let him in no wis¢ ¢
in doubt, for in nothing shall he suffer loss. If any be as late as t2°
ninth, let him draw near, let him in no wise hesitate. If any atrive
only at the cleventh, let him not be fearful on account 0
slowness.

For the Master is bountiful and receives the last even as the firs®
He gives rest to him of the eleventh hour even as to him who 0%
laboured from the first. He is merciful to the last, and provides for
the first. To one he gives, and to another he shows kindness.
receives the works, and welcomes the intention. He honours
act, and commends the purpose. he

Enter ye all, therefore, info the joy of our Lord, and let both d
first and those who come after partake of the reward. Rich me
poor, dance one with another. Ye who are strong and ye who art
heedless, do honour to this day. Ye who fast and ye who fast no»
rejoice today.

The table is full-laden: do ye all fare sumptuously.

The calf is ample: let none go forth hungry. the

Let all partake of the banquet of faith. Let all partake of

riches of goodness. for
aHLet none lament his poverty; for the Kingdom is manifCSted
Let none bewail his transgressions; for pardon has dawned fro”®
the tomb. et
Let none fear death; for the death of the Saviour has set U
He has quenched death, who was subdued by it.

He has despoiled Hades, who descended into Hades.
Hades was embittered when it tasted of his flesh, and

EF any be pious and a lover of God, let him partake of this fair

the
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*nticipating this, cried out saying: Hades was embittered when it
et thee face to face below. It was embittered, for it was rendered
void, It was embittered, for it was mocked. It was embittered, for
't was slain. It was cmbittered, for it was despoiled. It was em-
Ittered, for it was fettered. It received a body, and it encountered
God. It received carth, and came face to face with Heaven. It
Teceived that which it saw, and fell whence it saw not.
O Death, where is thy sting? O Hades, where is thy victory?
Christ is risen and thou art cast down.
Christ is risen and the demons have fallen.
Christ is risen and the angels rejoice.
Christ is risen and life is made free.
Churist is risen and there is none dead in the tomb.
For Christ is raised from the dead, and become the first-fruits
Ot them that slept. To him be glory and dominion from all ages
to a]] ages. Amen. -

F € B

JUSTICE

(An imaginary sermon delivered to a non-existent
congregation)

EpMmunp Hir, o.».

HEN our Lord said ‘Blessed are they who hunger and

thirst after justice’, he did not mean, presumably, those

f who are out to get justice, agitators demanding justice
 the workers, or men determined to defend the sacred rights of
firoperty. Blessed are they who hunger and thirst, not after the
ghts of justice, but after the virtue of justice, who are eager to do,

Ot to receive justice. These are the ones who shall be filled.

r o5 virtue of justice, being just, is not only a matter for judges
th.er§0n8 in authority. It is the very first virtue required of every
looklsuan' And it is also the very last virtue, the one that will be
ust ed for by your judge at the end. On whether you are truly
for o 1ot will depend whether you go to heaven or to hell. Hell

the unjust, heaven for the just; the just to the right and the
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