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Obituary.

FRANCIS KER FOX, M.D.

Our obituary this quarter comprises members of the Association in the
prime of life, for whom a much longer career might have been reasonably
anticipated. In the death of Dr. Fox, however, on the 7th of January, at the
age of 78, wé have to record the removal of one who might have years ago
retired from active life, and felt justly entitled to enjoy a well earned and
honourable repose.

Dr. Francis Ker Fox, the son of Edward Long Fox, the founder in 1806 of
Brislington House Asylum, near Bristol, has for nearly sixty years been
identified with that establishment, first as assistant to his father, and after
the death of Dr. E. L. Fox, in 1835, as the senior partner with his brother, the
late Dr. Charles Juseph Fox. The latter retired in 1867, when Dr. Francis Fox
was joined by his son, Dr. Charles Henry Fox. /

Dr. Fox studied in Edinburgh, Paris, and Gottingen, and was a graduate of
Cambridge University. He was one of the earliest to recognise the merits of
the non-restraint system, which he carried out consistently.

Dr. Fox was an eminently practical man. He was not a writer, and never
contributed an article to this Journal. This is to be regretted, for one who
had so long an experience, and 8o successful a practice, must have had much
to say which would have been of the greatest interest and value to alienist
phiy;slcians.

r. Fox was twice married: first to Janet, the daughter of the Rev.
John Simpson, formerly Vicar of Congresbury, and afterwards of Keynsham,
by whom he had several sons and daughters, amon%t them being Dr. Edward
Long Fox, of Clifton, Mr. Francis F. Fox, and Dr. Charles H. Fox; and,
secondly, to Mary Bradley, the sister of the present Dean of Westminster, by
whom he had several sons, including Dr. B. B. Fox, who has for several years
assisted in canyinlg on the asylum, and is now a partner. As a local paper
justly says, “Dr. Fox was a man of most urbane manners and great kind-
ness of heart, and his death will be much regretted by the inhabitants of
Brislington, by whom he, with the other members of the family, were highly
esteemed.” ﬁa will also be mourned by a much wider circle of friends.

————

HENRY CLIFFORD GILL, M.R.C.S.

Mr. Gill, born in 1846, entered as a medical student at University College in
1863, after having passed the matriculation examination of the London Uni- -
vergity. He distinguished himself during his college career by obtaining the
gold medal in the class of medicine, and after holding the appointment of house
physician at University College Hospital, he became a clinical assistant at the
Brompton Consumption Hospital. Accident rather than inclination led him
into the branch of the profession he subsequently pursued, and after six months’
study at Bethlem Hospital, he went to the asylum at Nottingham ; from whence,
in 1869, he passed to the North Riding Asylum at York, as assistant superin-
tendent, remaining there until 1874, when he succeeded to the sole charge of the

~ York Lunatic Hospital, Bootham, within the walls of which he succumbed on
Monday, the 12th February, to an attack of pleuro-pneumonia. In the course of
his brief career, he shaped his conduct by an unflinching sense of duty, and
spared no pains in carrying out his work. No slight share of the success of the
jubilee meeting of the British Association at York was due to his energy and
intelligence as secretary of the Museum Committee, in the discharge of which
office he had much responsible labour in acquiring and arranging the interesting
exhibits which went far to make the meeting memorable. His path necesaarily
restricted the circle of his professional acquaintance, but as a member of the
Medico-Psychological Socicty, he regularly attended its meetings; and he also took
an active share in the proceedings of the York Medical Society, the members of
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